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ARMY ATR FORCES HISTORICAL STUDIES: NO. 58

OFERATIONAL HISTORY
OF THE

SEVENTH AIR FORCE

6 November 1943 to 31 July 1944 . -

-w'v—--r-;—-—-—-

i The original bf-this monngr‘aph and Jche_ .
: déCuments Trom which it owas weltten are igY

: the USAF Hisvorical Division; Avchives Branch,

Bldg. 91k, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. S

e PO o PR

-,

AAF Historioal 0Office
an.dqunrtur-, Army ur Porcu
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' FOREWORD

e r

This study, whioh wes completed in Februery 1945 by the

Historicsl Diviaion, Directorste of Intelligence, Army Adr
Forgeg, Prolfic Ocsan jreag, has bean reproduced, by the
Ristorioal Office, Eesdquarters Army Air Foroes, without modi=-
fiocations other thean stylistic changes necessery to bring it
into conformity with practices sdopted in AAF Historiesl
Studies. Certein exhibits originally appended have been

- omitted in this version but heve bsen listed in the Biblliogre-
phy and may be consulted in the AAF Historicel Office flled.

The study has been read and approved by Maj. Gen. Robsrt
W. Dougless, Jr., Commanding Generel, Ssvemth Alr Foroe.

The operations coversd are those of the Seventh Adir Foroe
from the beginning of the campaign in the Gilberts in November
1943 to the establishment of Army Air Foroces, FPacific Ocesn ~ °
Aressx on 1 August 1944. Prior to November 1943 the Seventh
Alr Fores had boen largely a holding forom for the defenas of
tho Heweiien Islands. In that month, however, it assumed the
offenaive spd during tha peried in question furnished an
imporient mmber of the land=-besed alroraft utilized in the
westward sweep of ocur leand, sewm, and air forces from the
Gilberts to the Merimnas.

1ike other AAF Historicel Studies which hawve heen produced,
this iz to be oconsidered es a first narrative snd is subjeot
to revision as edditionel information becomes availadle. "This
pertiocular narrative is based exolusively on materials available
in files of the Beventh Air Force.

Al
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Chapter X

THE GILBERIS

In November 1943, United States forces assumed the offensive in

the Central Pacific. Prior to this {ime, they had of necessity limited

bognt e Y

~“their activity to defensive operationg, broken by an occasional foray
into enemy territory.l During this period, however, there had &glso
been a marshaling of strengih in preparation for the sustzined offensive

that was to qcome.

The first obJective in this offensive wzs the selzure and oceupa-

tion of the Japanese-held islands of Tarawa, lakin, and Apamama in the

Gilberts, some 2,000 miles south and west of Oahu, For this operation,
known by the code name GALVANIC, a formidable array of sea, land, and
air puower wWas assembled under the comrpand of Vice Adm. R. A. Spruance,
Commsnder of the Central Pacific Force (COMGENPAC), United States
Pacific Fleet,? All shore-based aircraft committed to the operation
wore vplaced under the command of Rear Adm., J. H. Hoover (Task Force 57).
The Seventh Air Force was to provide Admiral Hoover with both heavy-
bombardment and fighter aircraft. The heavy bo;nbers were o be organ-
ized as a striking group {(Task Group 57.2) under the command of Maj.
Gen, Willis H, Hale, CO'nmanding General of the Seventh Alr Force; the
fighters were to be a part of ‘the Bllice Defense and Utility Group

(Task Group 57.4), under the command

of Brig, Gen. L. G. Morritt, UsyC.?

Lot inin -
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The primary mission of the Seventh Alr Force during GALVANIC was
to attack enemy air bases at Tarawa, Makin, Mille, Maloelap, Jaluit,
and Nauru in order to deny their use by enemy aircraft. In addition,
the Seventh Alr Force was to assist in the defense of Iriendly bases,
parform search and photographic reconnaissance missions in the Gilbert—
Harshall area and approaches thereto, and prox;ide alr tra;xsport between
bases.b These operations were assigned to the VII Bomber Command, VII
Fighter Command, and the 19th Troop Carrier Sguadron. The VII Air
Force Service Command was to provide necessary service and administra-
tive facilities at the bases in the Phoenix and Ellice islands.’

These bases were located at Canton, Funafuti, Nukufetau, Nancme-a.,
and Baker, of which only the first two had been developed prior to the
GALVANIC operation. " Canton, largest and most northerly of the FPhoenix
group, had held an alr base since before the war, and had long been an
important stop-over on the z2ir route from Hawali “down undert, It had
also served as a staging base for-the sarlier Seventh éir‘Force opera-
tions against the Gilberts. On its narrow strip of land—100 to 500
yards wide--was an airfield consigting of two runways, 9,400 and 7,200
fest long. These guano and compacted coral-rolled strips were able to
provide accommodation for all types cf. aireraft at all times,

Funafuti, like Canton, had served both as a stop-over on flights
to the Southwest Pacific and as a staging base for operations against
the Gilberts. It, however, provided but one crushad-::zoral runway,
6,660 Teet long and 300 feet m.de R cut out of the thick coconut growth
that covered the island. 6 ' o — --

On the other three dslands there was not.hing, and beiore ‘bhey

L id»)_
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could be utilized to mount a land-based air attack it was necessary

for Seventh Alir Force aviatlon engineers to move in and hew a%; stripg- - -
out of the danse covering'of coconut palms., At Nukufatau andeano?ea

6,000-fout, bomber strips were construsted, as were fighéer strips,

2,850 feet long &. Nukufetau and 3,000 feet long at Nanomea. Both

were of compacted coral,’

At Baker Island cne runway was constructea, 5;500 x 150 feet, and
covered with Xarston mat % ‘

. Just as bases had to be coustructed before the air attack on the
Gilberts could be launcﬁéd, it was necessary also for the Seventh Air
Foree to obtain from outside sources part of the alrersft with which
to dc the job. In preparation for GALVANIGC, the Seventh's meager
bombardment strengbh-~-consisting only of the four squa@rons of the
veteran 1ith Bomb Group (H)--was asugmented in October 1943 by the
arrival of cne heavy bombardment group (the 30th) and one medium bome
vardment group (the Llst).?

By early Yovember the forward bases were prepared sufficienitly to
admit of use, albeit under primitive-ané trying cond%tions, and the
tactical orgenizations were assembled on Dahu in readiness for move-
ment into the Ellice and Fhoenix islands. Cn & November, Advanced
Headquarvera (ADVOM) of the Seventh alr Force was established ub
Funafuti, 10 General Hale had the following staff officers with him
at ADVON: Col. Lawrence J. Carr, Chief of Staff; Col. Russell L. Waldron,
A=23 Lt. Col, Ladson G. Eskridge, 4~3; and Col. R. J. Erickson, Adjutant .
Generalall In addition to ADVON Seventh Air Force, the VII Air Force

Service Command, under Brig. Gen. 1) f:‘ the VII Zombsr Command,

.THIS PAGE DecIaSSIfled IAW EO12958
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Nanumea Islend, Ellice Group, 27 Qotober 1943
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under Brig. Gen, Truman H, Landon, established their férward echelons
&b Funafuti. The aireraft tender Curtiss, Rear Adm, Hoover's head-
querters, was anchored in Funafuti harbor, Direct commuunications wer.
C maintained between the Curtiss and ALVON by telerhone, teletype, and

FM radio. The urnits of the Seventh Air Force were disposed as follows: 1?2

Organization Station
Headquarters 11th Bomb Gioup Funafuti
- 424 Bomb Sguadron Funafuti
4315t Bomb.Squadron Funafuti
26th Bomb Squadron Nukufetau
98th Bomb Sguadron . Nukufetau
. Headouariters 30th Bomb Groun Ranomea
27th Bomk Squadron Hanomea
38th Bomb Squadron Hanomea-
392d Bomb Squadron Canton
531st Fighter-Bomber Squadron Canton
4éth Fighter Sauadron Canton
L5th Fighter Squadron Beker
lst ASSRON Baker
3d ASSION Funafubli
~ Detachment 3d ASSRCN Nanomea
Detachmsnt 3d .SSRON lukufetau
Detachment 17th Air Base Squadron Canton
4224 gubdepo@‘ Canton

The 3eventh fir Force, then, had moved its advanced headquarters
24244 nevtical miles south and west of Cahu, Its units were scattered
over five islands, occupyiné an area stretching approximately 480 miles
from Funafuti om the south to Baker on the north, and approximately 740
miles from Canton on the east to Nanonga on the west.

The targets in the Gilbercs and Harshallﬁ;.to be struck from these
bases in the Ellice and Fhoenix isiands, ranged in distance from the
700 nautical miles.separating Funafuti and Tarawa to the 1,418 nautical

miles between Canton and Kwajzlein.

The most important of these targets was Tarawa, in the Gilberts, a

Sb) Lwjasiihe peifmae

012958
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.' ’ ) ' "..‘;;-'.-*“"": ’ ' - -
e 22 miles long, and enclosing a lagoon about 17 miles long by nine wide

at the south end, and less than a ~ile at the north. The largest island

- ap g

of the group, Bititu (Betio), at the southwest corner, is a narrow strip

~

of land approximately two and one-fourth miles long east=west, and less
than a half mile wide. It is entirely flat, with an altitude of no
more'than 10 fee%, and originally was covered with trees, shrubs,
pandanus, and coconut palms, The Japanese had first landed on the atoll
on 10 Decenber 1941, but actual oceupation had been delayed wntil 3 Sepe
teﬁber 1942 vhen Tapawa vas pla;ed under the cdministration of ?he
«ershall Islands group. The Japanese had develored their main air base
in the Gilberts at Tuarawa. This base, consisting of two hard-rolled
coral runways, could serva defensiv;ly 4s a recomnalssance base to
screen larger enemy concentrations in the Larshall Islands, or offensively
as an advance base for operctions against Undited lations positions in
the South Pdcific.lB Tarawa had been heavily hit by a combined .rmy-
Havy raid in September l9h3,lh but naval airmeeonnaissance showed that
the enemy had rebuilt the island to its original strength, plus addi~

7 . tional defensea.15

Tne islands which were to be occupied during GaLVANIC, in addition

"

to Tarawa, were ipamama and }akin. Ho serious resistance was expected

&% Apamama.lé At lizkin, howeve», there was evidence that since the

- I‘arine raid of 16-18 iugust 1942, when the smoll enemy garrison had
‘ been virtually annihilated, the Japanese had prepared defensive in-
q; stallations and were conducting patrol operations from the seaplane

kase located there.l7

T i e,
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Pannen-s S
the most important enemy bases in the Gllberts and the iarshalls were P

not those which were to be occuplsd; but those which supported-air-

=3
fields from which the enemy might conduct attacks against the landing
(; forces. These, briefly, were as follows:

Jaluit--This atoll, the best known of the Marshall
group, wes the site of a large seaplane bass, the center
for Japanese air and surface patrols in the southwestern
larshalis, the sugxgarine base for the area, and an impor-
tant supply base,

iile-in important air base, consisting of two run-
Tays, dispersal areas, hangars, barracks, and a strong
antiaireraft and ground defensive system, :4lle formed U
the southern anchor of the Zastern liarshalls Defense Zone.
Tvs air strength could be rapidly reinforced f{rom nearby
fields, four of which were within a radius-of 300 miles,1?
o Maloelap—This atoll, formed by more than 60 low
islands along a reef aboudt 32 miles long, with a maximum
X width of about 13 miles, was the site of a particularly
- well-developed air base, located on Tarca, and equipped
to handle all tyves of Japanese lano~based aireraft.,
Centrally located on the rim of the Harshall Island out—
posts, it was belleved to be the most importemt base in
the entire area, next to Roi Island, Kwajzlein.
Hanyu~—This island, although isclated geographically,
is strategically linked with the Gilberts. From its newly~
constructed airficld, .the Japs were able to patrol complete-
1y the area beiween the filbert and the Solomon islands,
Searches from Hauru greatly strengthened the Japanese mandated
islands against the possibility of aurprise attacks from the
south, In addition to its air inslallations, Nauru posseassed
the largest phosphate refineries in the Pacifie.dl

In addition to the targets mentioned a:bove, theve was Kwajalein
atoll, the most importznt Japanese military and naval base in the
ifarshall Islands. There was a major als base on Rol Island,v and ons
[_ under construction on Kwajalein Island. A well-~equipped seaplane base
was located on Fbeye Island. There were large concentraticus of military

stores of all categories on KEwajalein, Namur, and Bige] :'lear.xds.z2 Al-

though Kwajalein did not become a pr
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campaign, the, possibility of reinforcement of’jﬁﬁaﬁgggﬂébgi;ions in the
lover Yarshalls and the Gilberts from there was considered in the planning
for GALVANIC.Z3

At tﬂ;s writing, there is not available an ostimate of the air
strength to be expecied in defense of the above-mentioned targets. There
is aveilsble, however, an estimate of hne enemy air order of battle dated

prore ™

18 November 1943, five davs after operatxons had vegun. It follows:zh.

PLACE VF VB YB(H) yP vsQ TOTAL
Taraws o
Nauru - ) I ; 10
Makin 3 4 7
¥ille 2 2
Jaluit 4 8 12
ot je Lo L
ialcelap 27 30 11 68
Kwajalein 27 36 10 73,
Eniwetok 0
ake iz 7 2 27
Totals T2 36 A0 7 28 203

The Seventh Air Forcets original plan for carrying out its egsigned
mission of denying the enemy the use of his airfields called for the
following strikes by the aircraft of the VII Bomber Command:2>

" D5 day ~ Jaluit and iille
4 day -~ Kwajalein and Maloelap
D=3 day ~ Wotje and laloelap
D-2 day = Ewajalein and Wotje
D-1 day - Makin and Tarawa

-The VII Bomber Command also was to operate dive bombers in defense
of Canton, corduct search missions from Canton fram D=5 to D~2, inclusive,
and perform such additional search, phriographic, and strike missions as
were directed. The attacks on Hakin and Tarawa were to help prepare the

way Tor assauli troops

THIS PAGE DeclassmedIAW EO12958
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installations, and minimum damage on”those installations whose destruce
tion was not required for the capture of the bases., Enemy shipping of
all types was to be a priority target on all missiona.26
Although the general instructions remained coastant, the actual
order of attack was chwiged .twice during the course of the pre-invasion
campaign. The first of these changes steppsd up the initisl operation
from D=5 to D=7 and provided "the follo_!_in_gv_schedule:ﬂ ’
D=7 day « Tarawa -
- D=6 day - Tarawa and Mille
D-5 day ~ Tarawa and Mille
D-l day -~ Jaluit and Kwajalein
D-3 day - Tarawa and Mille or Maloelap
(Kwajalein if not attacked on D-i)
I~2 day - None .
D=l day = Tarawa and M¥akin
The second change, occurring the day after operations had started,
iarovidesd the following schedulse for the rermaining six da.ys:28
- D=6 day = Mille and Tarawa
D=5 day = Jaluit and Mille —
D=l day - Kwajalein and Maloelap
- D~3 day -~ Jaluit and Maloelap
D=2 day - Wotje
D-1 day ~ Tarawa and Makin
The air attack began on 13 Hovember 1943 (D7) when 18 Bw=24's of
the 1lth Bomb Groub took off from Funafuti to attack Tarawa. They
dropped 126 x 20-lb. fragmentation clusters, and 55 x 500-1lb. GP bombs
from 8,500 and 15,000 feet respectively. Reburning to thafutli, the
crews observed fires burning for 60 miles at 15,000 feet. Cne airplane
did not return, cause wmknown., 27 -

During the entire week the Liberators carried ocut their assigned

mission. The only deviations otcurred.on 17 November (D-3) when Tarawa

. ~——and Kille were bombed instead of Jaluit.,30 and on 18 November when bad

weather conditions i‘orc_ed' the bombers headed
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The conditions under which the heavy bombers oparated were far !

bases}for both the servicing and maintenance of the airplanes and the
comfort of the combab crews were primitive and often inadequate. -
Enemy aircraft contributed to the diffisulties of both alr and ground
crews by raiding-Nanomea on the night of 11 Noveiber, and Funafuti on
13 ¥ovember and 17 Fovembsr.32

The remoteness of eneny targets from the widely dispersed operating
bages required flights over some of the greatest distances attempted in
the war. The distance flown from home bases to objectives,ﬂ;nd raturn,
varied from 926 nautical miles o 2,408 nautical miles,>> All flighte
traversed great water distances with no intermediate landmarks. Both
the objectives and the home bases consisted of small lend masses, the
reaching of which required the most accurate navigation. Two opera-
tional problems that gave considerabls trouble were weather znd -
conmunications.ak Weather reports were unsatisfactory in that they

wera generally too brief and below standard accuracy. The V11 Bomber

Command felt that the causs for both unsatisfactory conditions was

znd the fact that Navy forecasts, which predominated, were toc brief,3?
Communieations at Funafuti appeared to be generally uneatisfactory-
the tower used unpublished transmission frequencies, and the erratic

and unstable operation of the range and homing stations made them un-

relisble as alds to navigation.?é

-~ Taghbically, the Liberators met opposition every tima they went cub.

e
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LT There was antiaircréf@, varying in intensity and accuracy, over every
- targat- and over Kwajalein, Jalult, and Maloelap intercepting fighters
_were up to meet the bombers.37 -

? (j " then the Marines stormed ashore at Tarawa on 20 Nevember, the

Seventh Air Fores heavy bombers had completed 13 strike missidns for™

i

a total of 141 sorties. They had drcpped 375 x 500-1lb, GP bombs,
455 x 100-1b, GF bombs, and 5,634 x 20«lb. fragmentation bombs, in
sddition o firing 12,736 rounds of ;50-cal., and 200 rounds of .30~
cal. ammunition. They had destroyéd five enemy aircraft, probably

» destroyed five others, and damaged two. Two B-24's had been lost in
i; . combat, two had been lost operaticnally, two had been destroyed on
the ground, snd one had been lost at sé;, cause unknown, Personmel

losses included six dead, 19 wounded, and 11 missing,>®

An indication of the relative effort exerted against the various
targets are the following figures on short tons of bombs dropped during

the wonth ol November:39

DI .
]

§ Target Tone of Bombs

-I Gilberts
- Tarewa 63.3

: Nauru » 36,3 !
§ ¥akin -31.5 : -
4 . Marshalls = . ’ -
" " Mine 61}.6

Jaluit 61,2

L Maloelap 39.6

! Enemy Shipping 3.0

k (_ TOTAL & 299.5

§
| f ' Any attempt to assess the effectiveness of the work of the Seventh ‘.

Alr Foree in this operation as in its other operations, is complicated

M.—.‘m o MO o, s s
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by the fact that the aerlal .-;;'tren:gt.h of the Navy aiso wag operating
against the same targets, ,’l‘herg, too, an exact determination of the
effect of any aerial bombardment is open to serious question, 4 fre-
quently tsed means of determining results has been the number of bambs
placed on the target, or the percentage of bombs dropped that hit the
target. On this basis, it was sstimated that the B-24's wers 78 per
cent offective.”® It has been pointed out, however, that such a _-
stand:a:rd of performance may be mislaading because it actually gives

no indication of the extent to which effecti;re ‘installa'bions have been
destroyed.hl Prior to E-hour and D-day, Tarawa had bsen subjected to
a terrific naval and serial bombardment, yot the Japs were able to
resist fanatically in their coconut-log dugouts for 72 bitter, bloody
hours. h ‘ ’

In confiection with the task of denying the enemy the use of his
airfields, the Army -u.r Forces Bvaluation Bosrd in the Pacifie COcean
Areas, headed by Brig. Cen. Martin F. Scaulon, USA, has pointed out
that neutralization could not possibly be maintained with the small force
of B=24's which, because of the leng distances from the most advanced
staging bases to the targets, were the only airplanes avaiiable which

were effective in this job.*% It was further pointed out that it was
such

" a matter of hours to repan.r Tunways/as the Japs used, bo retalld their

1light frame buildings, and to fly replaeemant glrcraft down through the
chain of mandated islands. For this reason » at.tac.ks would have had to
have been made almost dally to maintain complete neutr&zation. Under
the conditions of distance and force available this was impossibla.é‘B

In suwmmarizing the effact of air attacks prior tc the inwasion of
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Up to the time when assault and occupation of the ialands
began, complete nsutralication of the air facilities of theae
isiands had not been aceomplished, Certain Jap-held runways
had been kept serviceabla, storas of all sorts remained lntect,
and airplanes were still pressnt. The actual guarantee of
protection against'enemy air interference was brought about
by carries-borne fighters and bombers of the Naval task force
_accompanying the expedition.' Airplanes of this type that
participated in the cperaticn may have numbered as many as
four hundred dive and torpedo bombers and five hundred fighters.
In view of the prior hindrance to the Jap asir effort by the
meager but persistent work of the B-2is, ‘this pre-invasiocn
force was quite sufficient to eliminate all hostils air
activity in the Gilberts and prevent any reinforcement through
the-Marshalls. This done, the carrier groups proceeded to ’
render such close support to the assault iroops as was re-
cussted.
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Chapter I1 . -
THE MARSHALLS
So far as alr operaticns were concerned, the campaigns in the

Gilberts“and the Marshalls were continuous. On 21 November 1943 (D

- plus 1), B-24's of the 38th Bomb Sguadionescorted Navy PBLY photo

planes over Nawru, while Liberators of the 43lst and 2+2d.pBomb Sgquadrons
condusted daylight raids on the same tapget.s Daring the remainder of
November and most of December, Seventh Alr Force Liberators continued

to pownd Nauru, }ille, Jalult, and l{aloelap'i‘rom thalr bases at

Canton and in the Ellices, staging through Baker and Nanomea. Be-
glming 16 Degember, a new tarpet—Tot je—~came under the sights of the
B-Qb,'s.z YWotje, base of a strongly-fortified and well-defended airfield
and extensive seaplane servieing fac:i.lities,3 was another of the

A

Japanese strong points that was to be reduced to ineffectlveness by
alr atback,

Meanwhile, Seabeess and Seventh Adr Force aviation engineers were
laboring Yong and hard to prepare the newly-won positions in the Gilberts
for !:\se. Adr strips.were cut out of the coconut groves at Apamama and '
Makin; and amidst the rubbie at Tarawa, the existing airfield was
lengthened and improved, ane another was constructed. 3o rapidly did
they accomplish their tasks that within a menth after the bases had
been captured, tactiecal unité had begun to use them against the Japanese.

The B-25's of the Llst Bomb Group yoich bageeen in Oshu since

LA
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Makin Islend, 20 April 1945
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Qctober, were brought to Tarawa and Apamama.bffﬂ§;73§§;fighter Squadron,

P vhose P-39's had been kept at Canton for defensive purposes during the
Gilberts -campaign, was peinforced with new airplanes from Oshu and moved -
T to Makin during the period 14-27 December.’ Aucther P-39 organization,

the 72d Fighter Squndron, was bropght to Makin from Oahu, the pilots

and airplanes arriving aboard a8 carr_ar on 14 December, and the grouwnd

i echelon on 18 December.19h3. The P»LO’s of the 45th Fighter Sguadron,

which had been at Baker during the conquest of the Gilberts, were moved

to Nanomea on 28 November and in January divided into a rear echelon

o

stabtioned ot Aipemama and a forwerd echelon at Yakin,’ Finally, vhe

53Lst Fighter-Bomber Squadron, equipped with A-24's, was assemcled on

i

Makin from QOahu and Canton on 22 December 1943.8

B-zi'e first used bases in the Gilberts on 23 December, when

IR

Liberators of the 27th Bomb Squadron staged through Tarawsa to escort
g

PRI

Navy photo planes over Kwajalein.’ Tarawa was used as a staging base

wtil early in January, when Neadguarters llth Bomb Group, and the

26th, 98th, and 43lst Bord Scuadrons were located thsre.lo The 4L2d :

[V,

Bomb Squedron was, sent from Funafuti to Cahu, where it was to augment

% the 819th Bomb Squadron, 30th Bomb Groﬁp, as the heavy bombardment force

. ‘ N 11

available for the defense of the Hawaillan Islands. *

Also in early
f January, Headquarters 30th Bomb Group was moved from Nanomea ho Apamama, .

the grownd echelon arriving on 4 January and the air echelon on 5 January;12

(_ and the 392d Bomb Squadron was moved from Canton to Apamama, with the :
ground echelon arriving on 10 January and the air echelon on 19 Janua.ry.l3

The 27th and 38th Bomb Squadrons remained ?F I‘Ie;mom.ea..u+

Tc complets the mo abrebes Llis bamthe Gilbert Islands,
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ADVON, together with the forward echelons o e V1L Bomber Command and
ths VII Air Service Co?mand, was noved from Funafuti to Tarawa during
the last week of December 1943.and the first week of January l9h4.15 )

The establishment of ils headquarters and tactical units in the
Gilbert Tslands placsd Uhe Seventh iir Force in & position where it
could most advantageously carry out lte partbin-tha conquest of key'
Japanese positions in the Uarshall Islands. The first phase of this
uperation, known under the code name FLINTLOCK, was the sglzure and
oceupeblon of Kwajalein and Majuro atolls; the second phase, known as
SATCHPOLE, was the cgnquest and occupation of Eniwstok, westernmost
igland of the,ﬁarshallsf‘ Originally, these were planned &s two separate
operations, but'becaqse of the comparative ease with which Kwajalein~
and Majurc were secured, it was decided to alter existing plans and
proceed with the CATCHPOLE operation immediately upon the completion
of FLINTLOCK.C FPor this reason, and because the operatlons of the
Seventh iir Force were gontlnuous, the tﬁ; operations will be discussed
together, !

In thesg operstions, Seventh .ir Force units contimved to operate
as they had in the conquest of the Gilberts, as part of Task Force 57
under Rear idm. Hoover, which in turn was pert of a mammobth sea, land,
end air force under bhe direchion of GRMCERPAC, admiral Spruance.t’
General Hale was designated Strike Commander (Task Group 57.2), and
was to have all Army aircraft under hié command, in addition to VHF 532,

a Navy nizht fighter squadron. This was a change e from GALVANIC, in

that in the earlier operation irmy fighters had been used only for

defensive purposes,
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of the HMarshalls remained the same as it had been in the Gilberts

operation, i.g., search and reconnalssance, and the performance of
[: ; striking foree missions to deny the enem; the uso of his bases und to .
destroy his shipping. $pecifically, the mission in FLINTLOCK was out~

lined as i‘ollowa:l9

(1) deny the enemy the use of his air bases at Mille
and Jaluit before D minus 2 day, and maintain ibe neutrali-
zuticn of those bases thereafter;

(2) destroy enmemy airersft end air facilities at Roi,
Wetge, and Taroca islands, and at Kfajalein Island if the
field there was operationsl until and including D minus

3 day;

(3) furnish air support 2t KwajJalein Island on D~day
as requested by Commander Joint Expeditionary Foree;

i (4) on D minus 2 day and thereafter, assist other
forces engaged in denying Wotje and Taroa to the enemy
! as ailr bases;

! (5) deny the use of Kusaie and Nouru to the enemy as
air bases for aireraft which could substantially interfere
with FLINTLOCK operations;

:: (6) defend our bases in the Ellice and Gilbert Islands;
(7} attack enexy ships and shipping.

During the CATCHPOLE phase of the operation the Seventh Air Force

[ R

was to corbinug its neutralization of the larshalls, and, in addition,

by
to maintain the neutralization of enemy air facilities at Ponape and
ke in coordination with strikes from Midway, as directed by Cormander

iri-Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet (CINCPAC).%® Actuslly, a1l sttacks on
21

T
' ¥

ake during this period were by naval aireraft based at iidway.

e
%

Tor

4 primary difference between the operations in the Gilberts and

T
T

i)
P

the Marshalls was the increasedair strength which could bs brought to
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Gilberts, and the augmentabion of Seventh Kf¥“Force unjts in the forward
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i area. The B~24's no longer had to assume responsibility for all.of the

targets. Those at closer range could be turned over in part to the g

Pl

B-25's, the A-R4's, and the fighters. lLiorecver, as B2l missions were

'

reduced somewhat in length, the Liberators could carry full bomb loads,

and operate more’ frequently, with less fatigue for their érews.22

- — oy - - B
B A ,:.rg.rq-'wrcv:ru Fedrmi ’\'fpwul_-,‘;srk“l Tyl

During the campaign in the Gilberts, B-2a's had been operated
against Tarawa, Miile, Jaluit, Maloelap, Nauru, and Kwajaleln. In
avary instance, with the exception of Tarawa which became a friendly

tase, and Nauru against which only 13 B-24 sorties were flown after

wg o

Noveuber, they Tlew more sortles over these targets in December than

P T,
N
¢

they had in November, in addition to initiéting the heavy bombing of

<

Wbtge.za The total number of sortiss flown increased from 237 in

ES

ie November to 365 in December, and the average lengih of bombing sorties

N increased from 12.0 to 13.7 hours.?4 Wille was the target most fre—
’ quently hit by the Liberators during the month, with Maloelap a close
second.25 During ganuary, the total number of B~24 sorties flown de-

creased to 268, and the average length of each sortie’ decreased to
&

: 9.6 hours.26 Kwajalein, which was being softened up for invasion,

pecame the target most hit. Wotje again had the second greatest
amount of B-24 effort expended against it. Maloelap, the tnird heaviest ’

hit farget during the month 8aw more B~24's over it during January

Poa o i e

than 1% had in”Hovember, but less than in-December. Mille end Jaluit

(; - were still hit occasionally by the heavies, but usually as alvernate or
27

<

last resort targebts.

B=24's were used for nightly hapagame : Vot je, and

‘‘‘‘‘‘
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l.{s.ioelap during the period from D minus 3 to D=day on Kwajalein., In
performing this mission they were over their targets from dusk to dawmn
in small elements, dropping 500-1b. delayed-fuse GP bomba.28 On 1 Fohe
ruery 1944 (D-day on Kwajalein Island), they performed a unique mission
for heavy bombers in this theater when they furnished ground support -
for the zssault troops of the Tth Army Division, Ascigned to the
mission were 6 B-24's of the 392d Bomb Squadron, which dropped 2,000-
and 1,000-1b. GP hombs from altitudes of 4,000 to 4,600 feet, and in
addition strafed with .50-cal. machine gune. As they left the target,
the northwest part of the island appeared to be on fire. None of the
B-2L1s “was: damaged.?’ ] i

Turing February the B-24's flew 330 sorties, an inersase of 62
c;ver the previous month, and the average length of these sortiss in-
ersased from 9.6 to 10.7 hours.?° The x;rima.*y reason for the increase '
in _a'verage length of the bombing forties was the inclusion of Ponape,

.for the first time among the targets hit by-Seventh Air Force Liberators,
in the performance of part of the Seventh's misgion in the CATCHPOLE
phase of the conguest of the liarshalls.

Fonape, in the eastern Carolines, vas approximately 1,085 statute
miles from the Seventh's primary forward bage at Tarawa, _a.nd- missions
against it during this period averagedaround 2 ,20;;:’:.1;3 0f non-stop
over-water fJ,y:ing.Bl The island is the largest in t.he mandated group,
Tt had one medium-sized airfield, a second airfield under construction,
and a well-established seaplane base. Iis anchorage was suitable for

aix medium-sized and a number of small naval vessels, but not for a

fleet'base. 1t was moderately developed comaarc:iaﬂly.sz "Ponape was
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first hit on 14 February, snd during the month 121 B-Zh'a wore over the

island,?? .
inother target hit for the first time.in Pebruary, end also in -

connection with the Seventh's mission in CATCHPCIE, was Kusale, struck

Garclines, is zbout 300 miles west ~f Ponape. Lele Harbor provided

1imited enchorage for medium-sized vessels and limited seaplane

facilibies.Bs-‘Hilitary activity there was of a minor nature, however, )

arnd while a few missions were scheduled against it, it usually served

as an altornate target for missions againsf Ponape.36

The Commanding General of the Seventh Air Force called the re-

dueticn of Ponape and Kusaie in support of landing operabions at

-Eniwetok, "the mast interesting phase, and certainly the most important,”

of the CATCHPOLE operation.37 In four raids against Ponape, during
which approximately 140 tons ;f GP and incendiary bombs were dropped,
the town was practically destroyed, and the seaplane.base %cunded into
unserviceability. The waterfront area on Kusais, the principal target -
there, was also practically demolished by four raids. The alrfield ,
never became operational and was of liitle concern.B? o
Tn addition o bombing these two new targots, the B-24's continued
during February to strike Laloelap, Wotje, Mille, and Jal}ri‘bﬂin about
the same force as they had in January.. Kwajalein, of course, was not
bombed again after the ground sﬁpp&kt mission of-l February.39
B~25's of the Alst Bomb Group (H)‘went into action for the first
time in the Central Pacific on 28 December 1943_when nine of them from

the @20th Bomb Squadron tock off from Tarawa for an attack on Mille.'C
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targets effectively with ,50=cal. machine guns and 75-mm. cannon,
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The only other target attacked by medliums du_ringQﬁecember was Jaluit,
over which nine sgorties were _flovm."‘l Duriné Jfanuary and February,
primary targets for the msdium bombers were Yaloelap and-’ﬂotlje. “pille
and Jaluit slso continued to be hit, and in January six sortles were,
flown against Na.uru.""z The total numper of sorties flown by the B=25's
increased from 18 in December %o 215 in J’anua.ry, and dropped back to
175 in Februwory. The average length of-their Lombing sorties was 4.2
hours in December, and 6.9 hours in January and l*"e.bru.a.ry.z*3

Carrying a 75-mm. ‘cannon in their nose,- in addition to a conplement
of .50=-cal. machi;'xe gans, the B=25's specialized during the Marshalle
campaign in low-level bombing, canncnading, and strafing attacks against
both shipping and shore installations. Illustrative of the extremely
low levels at wtﬁa:ich these attacks were launched was the mlssion of
1, January, which has become legendary in the annals of the Seventh Air
Porce. Threa B-25's wers dispatched from Kullinix Field, Tarama, to
attack a dest;-byer and other shipping seen in Wotje lagoon by crews of
an earlier strike. One B-25 received major damage when it clipped the
mast of a ship, embedding fragments in the engine nacelle and batbering
the enging wing, bomb bay, and fuselage. ‘ The pilot managed to get the.

pattered plane to Maldin, and uporl its arrival there o Japanese flag

. was found intact within the engine nacelle L

The low-level attacks gave the B-25's certain tactlcal advantages
ovar xlreraft using medium and high~level technlques: avoidance of radar
detection, added precision in bombing, and ability to strafe their
45

Bomb _Group lost a total of 17 B-25's

RS ITTerS

S :HI'I.Jll .H‘l:l-h" Ia

Yot they proved costly
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botween 28 December 1943 and 12 February 194k,® and in- addition
‘suffered damage on 1li sorties. ¥’ These figures include two B-25's ~
““ shot down ;;d five damaged when a flight returning from Wotje on
(. 25 January was attacked by FF's of the United States Navy.’® Hhen, ‘
beginning 19 February, the B-25's switchedjto medium-altitude attacke,
the number of aireraft destroyed snd damaged was greatly rech,wtad.z‘9
" 4e2L's of the 53lst Fighter-Bomber Squadren started hitting Jap
_ instaliations on Mille and Jaluit from Makin on 18 December 1943.°C
'-f The Dauntless dive bombers, usually armed with two 500-1b, GP bombs,
-.‘ flew 367 sorties agaiﬁst those two targets between 18 Decomber and

the invasion of EKwajalein.’® During the entire period of their

?
v

operations in the Central Pacific (18 December 1943 to 10 March 1944),

they flew 375 sorties over Mille and 150 over Jaluit, dropping 241

short tons of bomba over the former target, ond 70.4 shori tons over
the latter.”? They expended.s total of 61,630 rounds of .30-cal. and
29,810 rounds of .50-cal. ammnition, and on various occasions dropped
propaganda leaflets upon the beleaguered dJap garrisons.sé Except for
41 unescorted sorties over Miile, the A-24's were accompanied on all
missions bty P-39's of the L6th and 72d Fighter Squadrons, P-i01s Jf
the a5th”Fighter Squadron, or F6F's of the United States Navy., Occa-

sionally Wavy SBD's, the equivalent of an Army A-24, flew with them, %

The P-39's, in addition to furnishing escort for the A-2i's, under-
- -pngsok a varlety of sbtriking and pabrol missions. They made regular fignter
sweepe over lille, 220 miles from their base at Makin, and on & February,
12 P=39's made a successful fighter sweep over Jaluit, a dishanc; of

approximately 303 statute miles frum.thin.ss During ﬁhe landings on.

¢
L st S il

ﬂ.\-.\ J a.u;‘.. P
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Kwajalein, the Airacobras carried out contAhuuts -usisd pdiréi;-ovor

ST .

i11e to deny the emsmy the use of its airfield. In flights of four,
they stayed over the atoll from damn to dusk from 29 January 1944 to

T A e b
T T

Fder i
!

1 Fabruary 194L. In this they were assisted by P=40's of the 45th

Fighter Squadron.56 They also provided escort for crash boals and Navy ’

R o

i FEY's in resdue operations, and on 1 January 194k, 16 P-39's of the
72d Fighter Squadron attacked and destroyed two amall inter-island

? vesgels off Mille.57 On 10 and 11 January, one P=39 on two different
i? missions over Mille dropped two 500-lb. bombs., This was believed to

¥ bs the first time that a P-39 had been utilized to carry such a bomb _
58

load, in addition to a 540-1b, belly tank, over 200 miles of water.
In addition to their striking missions, the P~39's flew 32 interception
! sorties over Makin and swrrounding area,”? The P-3913 total activity

? . ’ during the peri?d of their operations from Makin (18 December 1943 to
1z February l?ﬁy) consisted of 635 sorties, plus 1li abortlves, and
expenditure of 46,712 rounds of .30-cal. and 1,771 rounds of 37-mm.

ammunition.60

The 45th Fighter équadron condutted its fiwst mission from Hakin
; . 16 January 1944 when eight P=A0's took part in a rald on Mille with
| A=2,'8 and P-39's., The Warhawks each carried two 500~1b, bombs, all
of wWnich hit the target, On the way out they were escorted by P-39's.
After they had dropped their bombs they furnished part of the escort

‘. for the A-Qg's.él Durdng their ogeréiions in the Usntral Pacific, the

: (; " p-i0's, like the P=39's, were utilized on, a variety of missicns: escort,
bombing, strafing, attacks on shipping, and combat patrol, In the

performance of this last, they, with the P-39's, were over Mill. durin-
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the entire days of 30 and 31 January 1944 to deny the enemy the use of
its airfield during the invasion of Kwajalein.®? The 45th Fighter
Squadror; made several imnovetions in the use of -its planese<the only
type .aireraft in npse at the outbreak of ths war and still fiying in
Seventh Air Forte combst missions. On 26 Jemuary, 12 P-40's flew a
distance of 800 miles, several milss beyond their normal range, to
intercept a group-of Zekes sttacking ;'& force of 13-25'&'.63 An attempt
was made to increase the pomb load when on 5 February, 14 P-40's each
carried two 1,000-1b. bombs over Jaluit, This was the heaviest bomb
load ever czrried in this theater by the P-40's, which in addition
were equipped with 75-;ﬂlon belly tanks to get then over the 600-mils
round trip. 6L 'I'he same load was trled again on 7 Pebruary by 16 air-
planes.65 ‘I’hus it was learnsd that fighters could carry a heavier
bomb load-than could dive bombers, but it was also observed that their
bombi:zxg, was not as accurate.é's Pilots reported that the heavy 2,000-
1b. loads adversely affected flyingz characteristics of the P-40 i; _
high=speed dives.67 Still another imnovation }'raé attempted on 22 Feb-
ruary,-when a P-40 on & mission over Lille launched a rocket, although ’
vith unobgerved resul’c.s.é8

During the peric;d from 16 Jznuary to 1l March 1944, the Warhawks
flew a total of 501 sorties, plus an additional 80 abortivus. They
dropped a Lotal o?[' 163.9 short tons of bombs on Mille and Jaluit, and
expended 158,525 rounds of «50-cal, ammuni tion. 57

Aic the tempe of attacks'increas-d, so did enemy resisbance, both
on the ground and in the air. Anti;ircrafi fire increased in volume

Jap

and in acecuracy over whab it hs.d bun in the Gilﬁe::ts campaign.
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fighters was gradually appearing in larger numbers, 0 During December
1943, interception occurr;d at Kwajaledrn, Hilis, Mﬁloclap, and Vot je,
At Kwajalein there was interception only once in three missions, »haé -
on 21 December elght Zekes and on; Tony intercepted eight B~247s,
One Zeke wap‘dam;ged,-and none of the B-2L's was nit. 7 At Yot je, alsc,
fighters came up only once: cn 26 Focember when five or six Zekes inter~
cepted a formation of 16 B-24's. In the fight that ensued, the enemy
shot dewm-two B~24's and damaged ancther, while losing only one Zeke
withi two others damaged.’® '
Over Lille and Maloelap, the interceptlon was ﬁﬁch graater,

B-24L's encountered fighterz in four missions out of seven over kills,

They ranged in number from 10 to }5 near the b;ginning of the month,

to one on the 19th., They were identified as Zekes, Hamps, Tonys s and
Ogears, and on B December were observed to employ aerial bombs.73 The
Liberators destroyed five Zekes and cne Tony, and-the fighters were
able to destroy one B-2i and damage 17.7h A=2hL's and é—39's glso en-
comtered from four to seven Zekes over Mille on three occasions, -

They destroyed three Zelkes, probably destroyed another, and damaged

one. Heone of the fighters or dive bombers was destrgyed or damaged by

enem& interceptors.75 After 23 December 1¢43 there was no furthsr
intercevtion over liille Atoll.76

The greatest concentration of enemy fighte;s wag at Maloelap, and

during every mission over this target from 16 November 1943 to 2 January = '~
1944, intercepiion gaﬁw?pqpuntereg. These missions ali were conducted

by B-24's. The number of fighters up to meet them grew from 12 tP 15

to a high of 35 to 40, id.entii‘ié?l mostly as Zekus, although some Hamps

and Oscars wera reporte&. The Liberators managud to shoot down 54 of
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the interéep‘aing fighters, probably shoot dom 61, and damage 55, .l
though in doing it 11 of the heavy bombers were lost, and 60 ware
damaged.77 ‘These logses occurred on daybime raids,-and becauae of
them, early in January the B=24's were switched %o the lesb effective,
bt also less hazasdous, night attacks,’®

Maloelap was the only target over which interceptlon continued
into January 1944. The B-2L's, operating at night, encountered no
further interception. The B-25's, however, flyin@l&r—level, daylight
attacks, continued to meet stiff intercepbion over the target, with as

many as 50 fighters being reported up to meet tham, They met intercep-

- tion on evaryﬁmission until 29 Japuary. During the month, seven B-25's

vere shot down, and 48 were damagedsThe low-flying Mitchells, however,
were able to shoot down 24, probably shoot down 17, and dumage 39, in
addition to destroying a number of airoraft on the ground.79 The back
of Jap fighter activity at Maloelap appears to have been broken on

26 Jamuary. On that date, nine B-25's of 47th Bomb Squadron, being
pursued by 18 to 28 aggressive, experienced fighters, were met at a
pre-arranged rendezvous over Aur by 12 P-40's of the L5th Fighter
Scp.l&clrc:n.80 This surprise attack accounted for &t least 1l enemy
fighters.destroyed and two probably aest,royed.gl WMo Seventh Alr Force
vlanes were lost, although eight B=25's wers damaged, cne of chem
serious.;ly.82 On 28 January, a formation of seven B~25!s was_inter-

cepted by five i‘ighters.83 This was the last time vhat Japanese

—

. fightars,-_were sncountered over ilaloelap, or any of the Marshall Islands.

With the air over thz Marshalls completely controlled by U. 3.

forces, the enomy was Limlbed aftep J3 p the use of antiaircraft
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for the defeise of his battered stronghaolds. During the early part of

February , it was noted that the volume of antizireraft in the central
and easterh Liarshalls, which hitherto had been described as generally
intense, if inaccurate, became meager but much_more accurate. 1t was
first belleved that 't:his wes due to a shortage of ammunition. Later

in the month, however, when the fire azain became intense at times,

it was concluded that the enemy had been hoarding his ammunition against
possible landing cperations against him. &k There was a considerable

- aregse in accuracy. This was attributed to two factors: 1) the fact
that the ¢nemy was getting wore and more practical experience; and 2)
nls new antiaireraft %echniques. He had learned that a screen of anti-
aircraft 1s not only ‘\'.'astei‘ul, but that it rarely ever results in the
destruction ;af aireraft; hence he was holding his fi:;'e' until the planes
came in for their bomb run, and then instesad of throwing up & curtain

85

of fire, concentrating &1l of his guns on cne airplane at a time.

* v

Pvidence that this wvas cffective was the loss of three medium borbers,
four dive bombers, «nd o ilchters to antieircrait. 86

In addition to ground &nd air cnoosa.tlon at the targets, the Japs
attempted to oppose our operations by attacks on our buses. Puring

Decerber and Janusry Tarawa vas raided 14 times, Makin 14 times, and

Apamama fwice, The fewest number of enemy aireraft partieipating in

“ thase raids was one) and the greatest, 15. The average humber was be-

tween five and si.x.a'? The enemy did considerable damage on these raids,
but on. the whole did not interfere auprec:.ably with our operations. Cn
15 of the raids no domage Was reported, but on others soms hlts were

scored. Eight persons were killed, and b :mjured including two <
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, J natives who received'slight injuries, Ten airplénea were damaged and
| at least two were destroyed; Other damage inciuded one‘truck destroyed:
a Seabee machine shop destroyed, and gasoline dumps fired tqice.se
. (i‘~ - The most serious damage resultad from the only time the enemy
attempted to bowub our bases during Februsry. {n the 12th ofuthe month,
some 12 to 1/, enemy planes made a alcht attack on.cur newly=-acquired
basq_g@ﬁgpi Island, Kwajalein stoll. The aviack was made from 20,000
feet, and most of the bombs fell in the iégoon, except for one hit in
- 2 bomb storage ares containing 83 x 1,000-1b. qubs. The resulting
) explosion caused widespread damage, with 20 to 25 men reporteé killed,
- 130 wounded, 80 per cent of the supplies on the beachhead destroyed,
and 20 per. cent of the construction equipment damaged. Two LST's in
£9

the lagoon were struck and burned out.
Enemy opposition over the targets and raids upon their operating B
bases were probably the most important ractors affecting Seventh rir
Foree operations during the veriod, but there were others, such as
- distance, flight conditions, and conditions at the bases from which
operations wers conducted. &
A The forward displacement of the bulk of the squadrons lmproved
-8B ~operabing conditions to the extent that shorter flights to ﬁany of the v
targets permitbted the carrying of Ifull bomb loads. In §ctual practice,
however, each type of plane often was pushed to the extent of its
3 range, and sometimes beyond 1n the effort to find targets for land-
(; ‘ based aircraft in a theater comnosad sglmost entirely of w;tar. Naviga~-

il r
g"' tion, gs always in the Pacific Ocean Areas, was of the utmost importance,

. even for the fighter pilots with g

- _ Y3 i 2 §5§§§”%§1ﬁigﬁﬂiki

by comparison with
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bombers but hardly short for fighter planes. .As one Squadron S-2 put
it: nTt is important that the pilots be on the ball on navigation.
21 miles over _wabter with a gingle prop out in front is a long Way ana
no sansible place to get lost ....“90
Weather, which had given congiderable trouble during the GALVAMIC
cpara§ion,9l did not appear to ba giving so much trouble during the
campaign, in the llarshzlls, ‘To be sure, there was always & waak Lo
moderste front with two-tenths to ten-tenths coverage in the central
end eastern Marshalls, bubt it caused little or no interference with
operabticns since %E least one of tﬁe principal targets was_usually
clear or partially clear.92 The weather en.route to Ponape and Kusaie

was generelly more difficult to rorecast, and did cause some trouble.

Flights got split and part of the planes bombed alternate targets on

numercus occasions; and in some instances missions were cancelled be-
cause of adverse weather conditions. Ponape and Kusaie always had
cloud cover duping the day, snd teis coadition made observaticn and
photo recohnaissance difficult. However, there were no operaiional
losses atbributed to the weabher during the period.93
Cobditions under which the men of the Seventh Air Fores lived
;nd worked at their bases in the Gllberts wers, as they had been In
the Ellice Islands, primitive._ Tnere were flies and moaguitoes, the
seemingly everlasting "C" rations, and;for the ground crews, especially,
the monotony .of 1ife thet is contained within a tiny coral atoll. In
addition, there were problems that had not been encountersd in the

Fllices. The flerce flghtmng and heavy bombardmant--partlcularly ay

Tarawa-—had left in their wake a mass of stripped and uprootcd coconut
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palms, block-houses smsshed and burned, and filled with the heaped-up ’

-

75,
)

bodies of the decaying, stinking dead. lorecver, for days after the |

atoll had been declared secure, and even after Seventh Alr Force -

TR A PP AT Fermgan g s, g
N v
. -

(N‘ planes were operating from its airfields, these dugouts, in addition

$o their unbearatle stench, could often produce a number of fierce,

fighting defenders who would charge or ghoot anyone venturing near

-enough., In what was to be the pattern for mopﬁing—up opaéations

throughc it the Pacific, thess pockeis of fanatical, last-ditch de-

fenders had to be reauced one by one by dynamite, bull-dozers, and
94 ’

flasme throwers.

Yot, with the spirit alsplayed by the American soldier wherever

g e g e e

he is stationed, the men of the Seventh iir Force adjusted themselves

-

to conditions &s they found them. The Historical Officer of VI -

Bornber Cormand wrote:95 n

BT - e i o hene

But even on coral atolls life can become more or, less

routine with the passing of time, and obstacles which seemed
virtually insuffersble at first ape either eliminated or soon
become every-day matters accepted as a part of daily life.
As the islands were cleaned up, recreaticnal activities be-
. came available; volleyball courts were improvised, bageball
] tournaments were orgarized, and, most important of all, mail
from homs began to come in regularly.

S

ind, as the S-2 of 2 Fighter Sguadron puﬁﬁittgé

The pilots are extremely eager and fight to be on the
alert flights. Living conditions are primitive, chow is B,
¢ and K rotion, the flies are bad in the daytime, the
mosquitoes bad at night., There is a certain amount of -
dysentery but everyone's morale is high,
e« S

(‘ ’ is has been indicated above, any attempt to evaluate the opera-—
- . 7

tions of the Seventh Air Force is subject to numersus difficulties.

No eiffort will be made here to pass judgment. The most that is in-

IRy
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As a means of indicating the relative effort exerted against the

various targets, the following is a statement on the boub tonnage
o8

dropped during the months from December 19,3 through February 194k

Short Tons of Bembs Dropped

S

)
a b eimmn T Al e R ko L af AN TR S e e

TARGET Dec 43  den hk  Feb bk . Jotal
Narshalls . -

Maloelap 126.1 192.3 233.2 551.6

Mille . 203.0 180.0 154.7 538,13

. wotje . L5L.5 - 214, 6 261.3 627 .4,
z Jaluit 92.6 131.9 150,0 3Th.5
. Kwajalein G6.8 200.2 18.0 315.0
1 Majuro 15.0 15.0
: Aur . 8.5 _ B.5
; Rongelap 8.0 8.0
i Arno 5.9 5.9
: Likiep 3.0 3.0

- Carolines

Ponape 2.3 172.3

. . Kusaie - - 493 9.3

' Nauru . 12.0 L.8 15.8
; Shipping . ) 21.0 2.0 23-0
TOTALS 897.6 362.2 1,048.8 2,708.6

The Sth Statistical Control Unit, Oversea, Special, prepeored a

tebulation ef performance of B-24's and B-25's on the basis of the

—

PR g

percentage of sorties successfully destroying their targets. The
average percentage during the period from December 1943 to February

1944 was as folloWa=99

B2k B~25 -
Target Destroyed 65% 86% ’
Target Partially Destroyed 20 1l
Target Frobably Destroyad g8 .. 1
Unsuccessfiul 1 2

The following quotatiochs from photographic Intelligence reports
(; giVa an estlmate of damage™ ‘done to various targnts on ths basis of

photo recornaissance:

Maloelsp--The success of the.asrlal bombardments directed
against MALOELAP in past months is attasta- Wi tho;fa:tzthgb'
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the remaining targets, although very worthwhiie, =re few and
seattered and thus probablylggre vulnerable to dive~bombing

than other types of attack.

ille--Since the end of November when the fleel and air
sttacks on MILLE started which leveled almost all of the major
_buildings ineluding most of the aireraflt gervicing facllities,
the garrison has made little attempt at the patently futile job
of reconstristing damaged and destroyed facilities. Instead,
except for the erection of huts, all either revetted or well
below ground surface, all effort has ‘been asoncentrated on
strengthening ground defeqses,'thioiefenders obviously feeling
their island marked for invasion.

Jaluit-=yith the exception. of the northern barracks group
which was wiped out by Army Liberstor strikes ezrly in Decewher,
the seaplene base at EMIDJ offers more or less the same target162
little additional damage has been caused by subsequent sirikes,

Tiot ja--Almost continuous borbing end ship bombardment have
been directed against the installations which remained on WOTJE
ISLALD following the carrier stirikes of early Februarys- As a
result, all are now damaged, in many cases seversly, but none
are conclusively knocked-out nor has the enemy ceased Sepairing
the runways, the short (IE-SYW) runway is serviceable.to2

Regarding the many night hafassing strikes made against ensmy

bases, particularly prior to the invasion of kKwajalein, the a=3 of the

Seventh 4ir Force felt thst it was extremely questionable whether the

results from such-missions were commensurate with the effort involveds

"Jse of aircraft and c¢rews in this manner rasults either in a fewer

number of each available for -otherwpissions where the intent is to
strike in force, or the number of missions must necessarily be re-

duced. To carry out strike missicns at reduced strengih over enemy

antiaireraft defenses places the attackers at a definite disadvantaga.“loh

The Amny Air Forces Evaluation Board reported that it was the

* consensus of observers that continuea harassing bombing is effective

in wearing down defending troops, causing them to lose sleap and hence

haking them less alert.loi Uoreover, the'efcht of the widespread

strikes was to gonfuse ¢ ognpha next

ELOTS e D
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% : anphibious cperation snd divide his attention,™00
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;’ In connection with the aerial bombardment that augmented a tremendous
{ . nszval essault prior {o the lnvasion of Kwajaléin, it was found that while
E ( _ the vombardrents had destroyed or damaged every above-ground fortilicas

% tion, many machine-gun positions remained untouched, and daps continued

{ ER

% to occupy well-camouflaged foxholes 07

; .

} _ i Qeneral Hale summarized the results of Seventh iir Force operations
% during tle FLINTLOCK phase of the iarshalls operations as follows 3108

i

; The sumilative effsct of bomb tormage dropped, plus the

P nightly herasswent during the final days undoubtedly resulted in

! cavsing the enemy in ihe MiRSHILLS meterial damage, aporehension,

: fatigue, and the impairment of the will to resist. An Incon-

f testable fact is that our naval forces participating in the

] assault and cccupation of E7uJALELN and MAJURC were not attacked
! ~ by une single hostile aireraft.
' It must be presumed that the operations of Lhe Jeventh .ir
. - Force consbituted a mujor factor in attuining the surprise that
i resulted, and the lack of uir‘resistance that wWas encountered,

- by the invesion forces enroute to their objectives. -

-

The results of 3eventh .ir Force actavity in the C.TCHr(LZ phase

of the operdtion were described by-wrig. Gen. Robert '/, Douglass, dJr., $

as follows: ?‘09

Mo e s el

. Fhotographs and observations of participating crews during
- . this veriod show that the cumulative damage inflicted on the enemy —
and his bases was enormous, Practically all buildings and
installations above ground on Liili, Wotje, Jaluit, and Maloelap
vere dastroyed or seriously damaged.- Huge craters show where
smmnition dumps were destroyed by direet hits,  The demoralizing
affect on ths enemy must have been very great due to his dnability
to effectively deal with our attacks. The effectiveness of our
operations is also atiested to by the fact that there was not cne
enemy. plane sighted in the larshalls during this period.
“The best example of the effectiveness of heavy bombardment
(: was the almost complete destruction of the town of Penape in five -
raids without loss to curselves. Thus, in a period of len days
a pood sized town and one of the Japs most important bases and
supply centers in the Carolines was virtually wiped cut, Tais
was sebuslly the first time that Seventh Air Force bombers angaged
in strategic bombing, and the-results obtained point the way to
v even greater destruction of the enemy as more Aimportant and more
densfalzy populated areas come within our range “i;:"l' 2 5‘3} “’«i‘é‘ 5
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-Uhapter III

) THE MARIANAS

The months of March and Aprdl 194k were a period of transition in
the operations of the Seventh Air Force.e On the one hand, its units—
were mov‘ing to new bases made possible by the successiul cutcome “of
joint operations in the Marshalls and from thoze bases initiatirg the
bombardment of targets still farther west in”proparation for i‘ux’-ther
amphibious assault. On the other hand,“;;;;r were continuing, and in
some instances increasing, their setivity over their egtablished
$argets in the Yarshall Islands. This latter phase of operations will
be touched upon before discussing the former.

' As has boen indicated, by the middle of March the fighter and
dive-bomber squadrons had terminated their sctivity in the Central
Paclific and wore retu:med to 6&1111.1 The 53131'. FiEhter—-Bpmber Squadron
was redean.gnated the 53lst Fighter Squadron, and with the 46th and
72d. Fighter Squadrons was combined into the Zlst Fighter Group (TE).
This wmit was then re-equipped with neéw P-38 aireraft and was to
operate in the Hawaiian Islands. It was first aaqigned to the VIX
Figilter Gommand,h and then v the Tth Fighter Wi.ng,s nexly activated

for the defense of the Hawailan area and under'the operational control

of the Central Pacifi® Base Oompnd.s

wth fighters and dive bombers removed from the scene of combat
s activity of the

.......
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hint Group';s medium bombera. The tot.al number of bombing sorties
flown by B-25's jumped froa 175 in, Fa‘bruary to 60k in March.! This

was incressed in April to a high of 875. At the same time, the

3 ( average -length of bombing sorties decressed from. 6.9 hours in Feb-
- ruary 4o 47 ‘hovrs in March,? and to 3.2 hours in April.’®

This would indicate not énly that certain targets were being hit
n;ore often than they had been before, but also that those targets

AN e

" most frequently hit were located at relatively close range to the

bobers! operating bases. This was the case, with Jaluit and Maloelap

being the targets most frequently hit. During March more sorties were
flown over these two targets than over all the others bombed by the

ST e T

B=25's, and during April this incr;asecl to over twice &s many sorties

g

as wors flown over all other targets by B—25's.’ll
The pattern in which most of tiese sorties were fiown was estab-

BRI R eige s ars

lished on 23-24 March ("Z® tizs) when 13 Bw25's from Tarawa bmi:od

- ——

Maloelsp from mediun altitude, landed at the Navy's newly-developed

base at Majurc for refueling and rearming, and on the return %o

12

Tarawa bombed Jaluit. Theso shuttle missions from Tarawa and Mekin

e e wormesr ey, grAeeat

over Jaluit and Maloelap, with Mille occssionally being hit as an
aiternate target, became an almost deily occurrencs, and scon were
referred to by the crews who made them as "the milk J:'una.":L3 Inter~
coptors had long since ceased to appear ovey even Maloelap, so the -
only opposi ion was that offered by antialrersft. No B—25'é wera shot
. down_over either target during the two months, slthough Japersse

| gunners damaged 16 over Maloelap and four over Jaluit .l“ Continued
ta at both placu. Even

- bombing had destroyed most or the 1arga tar

¢t
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on Taros, where the Japs had for a long t:i.me expended considerable
offort to keep. one rumway operational, it was noticed by the middle of
March that both runways were unserviceable and :r,ha.t q;epaira were fali-
ing behind the pace of bombings,™> The only tavget area still ex-
tatsive enough to isvite area bombing was Jabor Town on Jaluit Island. 0
For the remainder, pin-point bombing wes required, Various gun
positions were the favorite targets. They were unot a simple target’
from 8 disbance of 8,000 to 11,000 feet'.’, bubﬂgood rasults were obtained.
~ The same situation as to target areas existed on Wotje and Mille,

the other Mershall Islands attacked by the medium bombers, Such in-

atalia.tions as dld _exis’c. wore widely scatbered, but since they supported

18

the enomy's continued existence, they were considéred valusble targets.™
Tndicative of the quality of the antiaircraft fire met over the two
targets is the fact that in over 200 sorties not a single B-25 was -
danaged. 7 .

Although beginning in March, the heavy bombers were used primarily
against targets in the Carclines, they also struck their old targets
in the Marshalls occasionally. During the two months, March and April,
15 B-2i, sorties were flown against Mille, 28 ageinst Maloelap, AN
against Jaluit, and 62 against Wotje. Five sorties were also flom;
azainst Nauru, ,The kind of resistance the Liberators were meeiing in
this area is illustrated by the fact that none was lost and only
three were damaged during the period. Two of the three were damaged
m; Naurun, and cne over \'fotje'_.?o '

In preparation for the B-24 at.::ikea -‘fu;rt-her along the road to

the Japanese homeland, t s of the Sevanth Air

o

1o o
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Force wers redsployed, during March and dpril, from their bases in the

Baiwetok, 2> and that of the 98th Bomb Squadron at “Makin.
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‘Gliberts to those recently acquired in the Marshalls. The mediums
remained iY the Marshalls, although during April the squadrons of the
4lst Bomb (roup were moved tq_ Hakin from Tarswa and ﬁxpa.rmauma..21 The
base from which heavy operations were to be conducted was K\'ré.ja.lain.
Fniwetok, approximately 370 nautics? miles to the northwest, was being
developed into a nsval facil:ity, and thuld provide an excellent base

for staging long-distance rsids.

The 30th Bomb Group was the first to move. An advance party

‘arriv:ad at Kwajalein from Apamama on 7 March 19&1;.22 Part of the air
echelon arrived on 18 ¥arch, and by 20 March, Group headquarters and
all three ,oi‘ jits squadrons in the forward area were at their new
base.,%? While the ground echelons had been making the move to

Kwajalein by water, the air echelons had been stationed at Makin.

The 11th Bomb Group moved from Tarawa to Kwajelein during the

last days of March and the first part of April.?l‘ “Puring the movement

the air echelon of the 26th Bomb Squadron was temporarily based &t

26 ypvow,

Seventh Ai:r Force,-having fulfiiled the purpose for which it was formed,
was .not moved from Tarawa to Kwajalein, but was disbanded on 26 M¥arch
1944, and its functions were turned over to Headguarters VI. Bomber
Gommand, with General lanGen, Commanding General of the VII Bomber
Command, being named Neputy Commander of the Seventh Air Force in the
forward area.m, Also, the 9th Troop Carrier Squadron, whicik had

arrived from the states in February, was moved to Apamema and placed

under the operational con pobrad Passlhe. =,- moat Air Transport

£l
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Conditions at Kwajaleln, 'which had undergone guch & terrific pre-
invasion bombardment, caused considerable dismay te the men who wore

going to have to live and work there. As cme unit historical officer ;
put it:29

. Kwajalein at that time was a good representation of all

the oity dumps in-the U.S.A. plus the permoating odor of dead

Japs still'unburied. The bomber strip had just been completed,

having had priority, but the rest of the Island was a most

disheartening mess of broken trees, and blockhouses, the whole
surface of the island being plowed up by shell fire and bombs;
thick black dust pervaded every nook and cranny.

Yet the heavy bombers were operated in spite of the mess, the
primitive living conditions, the dust, the mosquitoes, the heat, and
the ¢ rations., Soon Kwajalein was transformed into &n orderly if not
an attractive base, and even before the units of the Seventh Air Force
had moved therse, or the base had been completed, Seventh Air Force
iiberators had begun to use the airstrip tio stage roids against Wake
and Truk, targets ‘hitherto out of reach,” 0 i

Waks Island had been bombed earlier in the war by Seventh Alr
Force Liberators from Oahu, stagihg through Lﬁ.dw;Bl Although it
was a somewhat secondary target during the period now under considera-
tion, it wac a relatively important threat to operations in the Central
Pacifiec, It was strongly garrisoned and very heavily fortified. It
was within flying range of Marcus, and hence the Japanese En;':\ire, and
could bthus be reinforced by flying in aircraft from the homeland. ]

@ '
Further, it could be relatively easily supplied by submarine or surface

ship since the United States did not have suitable bases from which to
h.32 — i

patrol the ocsan.to the nort

Wake was first hit from the Marshalls on 11 March 1944, when 22 —

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

{50

B <
3t
o7
puir}
£
o
| N
43
=2
o
a4
-
g
=4
o
@
—
=
[}
o
<
=

13

;.,.},‘H B

e
L b, BT




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

% =i"§!5ﬁ.nﬂ‘! N

-~ attaclc.33 This was alfc the o awajaleln had been used by a
‘ atriking force of land-based bombers. Altogethez", L8 sorties wers
flown against Wake during March, end 75 during Aprin, P |
C The great bastion ;zf Truk, in omtrast to Wake, was to become
the Seventh Air Ioree's most importani target during the period covered
by this study. Ocoupying a central position in the Carolines and
- situated midway; between- Saipan and Rabaul, Truk was the kaystone of
the enery's outer defense perimat.erp,’ and the primary base for all
- South Central Pacific operatlons .3 > From this anchorage and supply'
point were launched the attacks which took the Gilberts, Solomons,
New Ireland, and New Britain.- Truk was the key supply base for the
eastern Carclines dnd & relaq(r point for fighter planes:mrroute to
Sopth and Central Paoific; enemy bases, The snchorage facilities <
could accommodate the entire Japanase flest if necessary, and its air-
fields could launch a formidabis number of planes against an attacker.
The atoll consists of a group of about 84, coral and basaltic islands,
The larger islands are inclossd by a barrier reef, roughly eireular °
in shape and about 30 miles in-diamster.  The principal Seventh Air
Force targets within the lagoon were:ithe four islands of Dublon, Eten,
Moen, and Param. ‘
Dublon, located in the wastern section of the lagoon, was the
‘ ~9gx§t'e; of &1l activity, containing the enemy's headquarters for the '
. central and eastern Carolines, his main storage and repair facilities, -
( . a geaplane base, a submarine base, the main barra.cké area, and i1‘.\1-:)

s i

radio stations., Dublon Town was the ascene of greatest activity on

the island, although along the entire south shore there were concertra~

tions of docks, warehouses, tank farms, and buildinga:

. l'."'l ,‘Eji'l."_vu --
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situated opposite Dublon Town, had- the largest

N 4

3%

Eten, strateglcs
and best developed airfield in the atoll. Moen, the northernmost of
the Iarger’ islands, contained two airstrips and a seaplane base. Parmss,
centrally located in the lagoon, supported a single alrstrip, ’

The atoll taa particularly wall-idefended. The airfields could
pend up fighter planes, There wers hundreds of antialreraft and
coastal guns on the heights. South Pass and Otts Pass were: protected
by undcr-water dstection devices, and North Pass had a controlled
mine field in its channel. The main lagoon islands wore guarded by
eight-inch coastal guns, and were alge fortified by entiaireraft and
ground ciufansea in depth. There were nine radio stations and three
RDP distributed throughout the islands.

The Japanese boasted that Truk was impregnable to any kind of
assault, and the feeling was for a long time current that they were
right.

fortreas in &

On 16 Februsry 194i,, however, Nuvy carrier planes struck the
surprise raid and found it vulnerable to air attack.
The Navy pilots swept aside all air oppositicn and blasted shipping
at will, Shortly thereafier, B-24'a of the Thirtesnth Air Force, by
staging through tl'ie Green Islands and f;ha newly captured Admiraltiea,n
began striking Truk in daylight raids. They met r;:midable opposition,
including 40 te 90 interceptors, in each raid,_ and thelr lcsses in
Be2i!'s 36

The first raid on Truk by aircraft of the Seventh Alr Force

sitob down and damaged wers high.

ocecurred ¢n the night of 15 Mareh 1944, when 22 B-24's of tha 30th
Bomb Group staged through Kwajalein to drop 500-1b, GP bombs on aircraft
installations at Eton and the seaplane base and tank farm at Dublon.

ﬂ“ \4‘1 i’ s !”1_ »«"E
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Terrific explosions, 1 1RO by v '- Truk, were visible
for 30 miles on the re’curn One to three m;nw aireraft were airborne
over the target, and antiaircraft fire was moderate to intense, causﬁg
minor MQG to two B-24's. At the ¢completion of the mission, the
Liberators had flown from 3,218 to 3,700 statute miles,”! S

During the month of March, 70 B-2 sorties were flown over Truk,
and during April this was increased to 250 aor‘-:.ies.% All of the
missions against Truk during these two months were flown at night,
Night fighters were in evidence almost every time the Liberators were
over the target. Not only were fighters employed, but tﬂir;-angine
bombers (Bettys) were reported by the returning crews.>? The inter-
ceptors made many attempts &t air-to-air bombing with rhosphorcus
bombs, evidently hoping that the evasive action necessary to avoid
the bombs woild break 'up the formation and allow the interceptors to
concentrate on any ¢rippled aireraft that could not maintain the
spesd of the rest of the formation.*® The might fighters! activity
was coordinated with searchlights., A B=24 would be held in a cone
of light for about 30 seconds; then the lights would switch off,
This'proc;edure aided the fighters in locating their potential victim
and sliowed them to attack without being-illuminated themselves.**
Oftentimes, too, the night fighters did not seem amxious to press
the attack,l'?' and on the whole it was felt that they were not parti-
culérly effective ."*3

Probably more offective was antiaircraft, guided by searchlights.
The “intensity of fire varied with almost every mission. Generally

spesking, howaver, it was at least moderate; and often it was accurate.
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Five B-24's wore lostt‘and 10 ware amaged er Truk during March and
April, probably from antiaircraft and operational causes.

During April, when the rate of attack was stepped up to an
average of one mission every other m.ght and when at the same tims
the units were in process of moving from the Gilberts to Kwajalein,®
the Liberatora were operated under rirome diffieulties, The aix
squadrons divided the work as follows: two squadrons of the 1lth Group
m\.;ld strike, then one squadron from the 11th Group and one from the
30th would hit, and the third strike would be conducted by two sguad-
rons. of the 3Gth szcaup.w Since the field at Eniwetok, from which
they started staging on 30 March 19.%,‘*3 could accommodate only two
squadrong of B=24's abt & time, 1t was necessary to shift the squedrons
back and forth so that no one squadron would have two strikes in
succession. During part of this time, too, the cambat crews were de-
prived of ground echelon serv‘ice.l"9

While the bombardment of Truk was being initiated by the B-24's,

an earlier target in the Carolines, Ponape,>C

continued to be hit by
Liberators and also came within the range of B<25's by whrtus of its
relatively short distance from Eniwetck. During Mareh, 95 B~2l sorties
and 8 B-25 sorties were flown against Ponepe, an;i duux:ixilg April there
were a total of 27 B-24's and 190 B=25's over the target.”l Although
a few B-24 missions were lalmchaci directly against Ponape, most of the
strikes by the Liberators cccurred when it was an alternate target on
raids against Truk, Interception was encounterec as _1a.ta aéa 25-26
Harch when 15 Zekes and Tonys met a squadron of B~25's. Four Zekes

waro- destroved in the air, and tm»- yorg 'prcbabl.y dastroyecb _ One B-25

."...]\.\;

—_— ....-—-J

was damaged.”® During the two Tonths); six B-amp wore’ da.mgad over

. . rE a‘-'nn« — .‘- . {w‘ '
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Ponape (all in March) , and 23 B-25's were dacagg! and one was lost.5 3
Ponape Towm had, of course, been.virtually destroyed by the in-

candiary attacka @Fabruary.:sl’ Fhotographs taken the first part of

May show that the runways and service areas of the airfield, one and

_one=half miles sou.nwest of Ponape Towmn, were pock-maried with bomb

craters; and the hangars, 22 warehowrss, and seven barracks were =
destroyed. At the Langar Island seaplane base, the ramp was cratered,
the hanga: was destroyed, 50 buildings were destroyed, and 25 were
damaged.ss - M

Also in April two missions were flowm over the distant Marianas.
On 18 April five B-2i's made the more than 2,900-mlle round=trip
flight from Kwajalein to Saipan as escort for five Navy FB4Y photo
planes. They dropped 100-1b, bombs on Saipan and were intercepted by
16 to 20 Zekes, Hamps, and Tonys, of which one was shot down and one
was probably shot down. One B-24 crashed in the water as the result
of damage, but the crew was rescued by a dsst.royer.5 6 Again on
25 April seven B-24's escorted seven Navy FBLY photo planes over Guam.
They encountered no antiaireraft or interception. On the return trip,
all airplanes stopped over at Los Negros in the Admiralties and from
there bombed Pt:»rua.pe.5 7

By 1 May 1944, the units of tho Seventh Air Force were well estab-
lished at the bases from which they were td conduct their part of the
ne:.cb Paclfic joint operation—known under the code name FORAGER--which

¥was the seizure and occupation of the southern Marianas, a little over

1,200 miles west of Eniwetok, and 1,500 miles aouth of Tokyo.
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Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas {CINCPOA), Admiral C, W. Nimite, provided
for the ocoupation of the southern Marianas in order to: a) establish - .
bases for oparations against Japane-sa sea comnunications and for

long-range sir attacks against Japan; b) secure control of-sea

" communications through the Central Pacifie; and ¢) initiate the

isolation and neutralization of ihs central Carolinea.58

The task organization under which these objectives were to be
accomplished consisted ofs a) Central Pacific Task Forces (known as
the Fifth i-‘leet), under Admiral Spruance; ») the Third Fleet under
Admiral Halsey; and c)w‘reisk Force 17, consisting of submarines, under
Vice Admiral Lockwood.59 Admiral Spruance's Central Pacific Task
Forces were charged with the capture, occupation, and defense of
Saipan, Tinian, and Guam, the development of bases én those islands,
and thel acquisition of control of the remaining Marianas. The Third
Fleat was to gupport these operations by alrcraft raconnaissancaxénd
attacks on enemy bases, and Task Force 17 was to do likewise by the
destruction of enemy shi?ping and the maintenance of cobservatlon and
life-guard services off Truk, Woleai, and Palau.bo

The Fifth Flest was a continuance and enlargement of the wast
land, sea, and alr command (COMCENPAC) with which Admiral Spruance had
conducted operations_in the filberts and Marshalls. Admiral Hoover
contimed to command Task Force 57 sa a part of Admiral Spruance'’s .
command. Instead of "Defense Forces and Land Based Air,% the command

) 61

was known as "Forward Ares, Central Pacific.n The Seventh Alr

Force was operated as a part of Task Force £7 under a new command

known as Commander Shore-Based Airoraft, Forward Avea (COMATRFWD),
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activated on 1 May 1944 and da's:l.gnatod ae Task Ft;rce 59."‘2 Goneral
Hale, who on 15 April 1944 had been succeeded by Censral Douglass,
as Commanding Genmeral of the Seventh Air Farr:e,e’3 was salected as
comuander of this task force and his héadquarters was established

at Kwa.jalein.&" This command, as its name i.mplios: consisted of all
shore-based aireraft (Army, Navy, end iarine) in the forward area.
The Task (rganlzation was as follows :65

a) 59.1 Air Defense Command, Marianas, under
Colonel HeKittrick, USMC.

b) 59.2 Bomber Commend, under Brig. Gen. Truman H, Landon.

¢) 59.3 Ssarch, Reconnaissance and Photographic Command, -
under Captain Taff, USN.

d) 5944 Dive Bomber and Fighter Command, under
Bxig. Gen. Cushman, USMC,

e) 59.5 Transport Air Group, under Lt. Colonsl McQua.de
- USMC.

All Seventh Air Foree units in the forward area were assigned to
these varlous task groups. The 318th Fighter Group, conalsting of
the 19th, 72d, and 333d Fighter Squadrons, was assigned to 59,1 as was
the detachment of the 6th Night Fighter Squadron used in the operation.é_b
Task Group 59.2 was composed entirely of the 1lth, 30th, and Alst Bomb
Groups. The 28th Fhoto Reconnaissance Squadron was assigned to 59.3.
The 86th Combat Mapping Squadron had also been scheduled for a.ssig:ilpent
to 59.3 in the Yarianas, but while its ground echelon Was moved to
Saipan, its ‘air echelon was never moved forward bes’,;;.;; of insufficient
space for operat.{ons. It did operate from Kwaja]iein for a time, how-

ever.67 The 9th Troop Carrier Squedron was assigned to and operated

under the control of CIG 59.5.%8
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-Since the heavy bombardment orgardsati&n of Task Force 59 was
;:omposed entirely of units of the VII Bomber Command, the striking
mi.ssion of the Task Force became that of the VII Bomber Command., That
mission was to strike enemy forcea and basss in accordance with the
following instruutions:eg

1. Enemy Shipping snd Submarines, Enemy shipping within
range of shore basad aircraft in the Gentrel Pacific has been,
and will remain, the primary target. Enemy surface vessels emnd
submarines will be vigorously attacked at every opportunity....

. 2. Enemy hold bases within tha MARSHALL ISIANDS. ZXEvery

. effort will be mads Lo prevent yent the supply or pply or evacuation of

. these bases. Surface patrols will be maintained in the vicinity
of thege basea ag practicable by units of Task Force 57.
ComTaskFor 59 will furnish air patrols to ¢ccordinate with the
surface vessels as required. @Ground installations, stores,
antiaireraft, coastal defense batteries, radio and radar in-
stallations must be reduced by persistent attacks by aircraft.
These bagss must be allowed no servicesble surface-craft of
any description in order to prevent the dispersal of their
materisl or concentration of forces a.ga.inst attack.

3. NAURU, KUSAIE, and OCEAN aré largal;r inactive, snd not
considered as profitable t.argets unless reconnaisss.nce shows in~-
creased zctivity. They must be kept under periodic observation.

4« Enemy held bases In the Eastern CARQOLINES are to be
attacked conatantly. The priority of impediately avallable
targeitm, in order of their importance as a potential threat to
our forces, is: TRUK, PONAPE, WAXE, and others. Particular
emphasis may be required on npooially designated targets from
time to time in order to prevent their use by the enemy against
our {lest units at sea....

It was felt that the Marlanas, which were the primary ob;ectivo
of the FORAGER operation, were too distant from the available bases
to make practicable sustained bombardmsnt by shore-based aireraft. It
was intended, however, to continue to coordinate occasional str‘-ikes by
long-rangd bWrs with reconnaiasance m;lezs:\.om:.?0 .
The mission of the 31.8th Fighter Group, as\"a part of_ Task G¥oup

59.1, wWas to provide air defense for the southern Harianas after the

%%‘Eaa‘ﬂ%ﬁf i
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assault phase of FORAGER. As will be seen, this was later supplemented
to inelude preparation for and close support of the Tinian occupation,
marking the first time that Seventh Air Force fighters had been used
C - Ain such a capa.city.ﬂ
As had been i cane since November 1943, the actusl operations

R

of the Savan%h‘“hir Foroa were continuovm, and were not broken up into

AN

specific actions. These operations during +he pariod May through . -4
July 1944 w1l be discussed in the folloning order: first, those of

the units based in the Marshalls and Gi.l}?ert‘-a, sand second, those of
units which came to bs based during the period in the Mariaras,

B-2'5 of the 1lth and 30th Bomb Groups continued to strike Truk
a?a thei_r primary target, as they had in March and April. There was a
considerable decrease in activit} over the atoll during May, in come
parison with what it Had been in April, the total number of missions
dropping from 15 to se;van, ard the sorties fram 248 to 101. During
June, howsver, these figures were increased to 18 missions and 241
sorties, and during July to 22 missions a;.nd 339 sorties.72

Until the middle of Jume, all missions over Truk were flown at
nights "The general plan was for the aireraft participating to take

off from Eniwetok, the staging base, at five-minute intervals and

oroceed individually to the Initial Point {the point at which an air-
plar;,e’ turns into the targat). For a great majority of the night
mission this point was near the Northeast Pass of Truk Atoll. The |
t average bombing altitude m;s 10,000 raet.73 The planes wore‘ alone }
over the targgt so far as their occupants kngw, and the paychological

affect of tho experience
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as “the same fear that & 10-year old boy has while running alone through

a blg cemetery at='z:ig&xt.';7i* -

Conditions over the target remained largely the same as they har

- \( been earlier. Antiaircraf; fire, coordinated to varying degrees with

- gearchlights, coniinued to vary in intensity and accuracy with aimost
every mission. Frequently, from ona to ai:x unidentified enemy aircraft
yore encountered over the atoll, but om six of the night missions con-
ducted during May and the first two weeks of June no intereeptore‘ wore
c:beuarireci..‘?5 Thare was soma indication, too, that begiming with the
last weak in May both searchiights and antiaircraft were decreasing
in effectiveness, The crews felt that the constant bombardment which
they had administered was beginning to have some er.fact.76 Further,
the bombers -began to employ & device to confuse and njam" the radar

" equipment by which the defenses Were presumably directed, Approximately

2), bundles of radar "window! were carried in each plene and were drepped

-~ _on-the approach as well as over the target.w The crews appeared to
fael that the practics was effective. One squadron reported that the
dropping of window, coupled with evasive action to and from the targst,
made possible successful evasion of searchlights, and crew members re-
ported lights aimlessly stabbing the sky in the vicinity of the slowly
d.rop?ing window.78 Another squadron ?eported that on the laast day of
May it used window for the first time and believed it to be satisfactory

L because several searchlights were encountered, but were erratic and

| Q eagy to elude.79 Another evidence of their-éfr;uéiiwnose is the fact

1 that, when the 30th Borb Croup exbausted its supply of radar windows

during the month of June 194, their lack wes teriously fe1t. %
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" were damaged. None of the B~2i's was lost, and only one Was damaged.,
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During June one. of the 30th Group'a airplanes was-equipped with
an intercept reeeiver and pulse analyzer for determining frequency
and other characteristics of enemy radar. It was the conviction of the
Group Operations Officer that installation of radar jmrs, to be
used in conjunctisn with this receiver, would be an invaluable aid in
deceiving the enemy on approach to the target. At that time, however,
none was available .81 —

On 13 June 1944, Seventh Alr Force Liberators flew their firat -
daylight missicn over Truk. Thg\ raid was conducted by three squadrons
of the 1ith Bonb Group, flying in group formation.5? Twenty-six B~2's,
carrying 100~1b. GP bombs, took off from Eniwetck for the attack but
only 19 got over the target. They were accompanied by-three Navy
photo planes. Antiaircraft fire was moderate to intense, and variedﬁ
from inaseurate to aceurate, In sddition, the Liberators encountered
about 15 gnemy fighters, mostly Zekes, which were already st high
altitude when the target was reached. They probably had been sent up
:)n warning from Hall Ieland.sh This was the first time the Severth's
B~24's had encountered daylight interception since early in January.ss
The interception conai‘st*ed of coordinated shooting and serial bomb
attacks. The bombs were dropped from 12 or one ©'clock high, and the
majority of the shooting 'passkes wera from 12, one, two, or taree o!
clock, Althougha the pilots secemed well trained, hardiy say of the
attaciks were aggressively preaaed.gb ne Zeke was destroyed, two

Zekes and one Hamp were probably dectroyed, and two Zekes and two Tojos

The returning crews felt that the coordinated serial bomb and

shooting tactic was designed to break up their romati.m, or else to
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cause a single aireraft to straggle so that-the fighters could con-

88 . inesmuch as the best defense against enemy fighters

centrate on it,
appedred to be a tight formation, one squadron stated that the planes
should hold their formation even if it necessitated slowing dmm.89

It was felt, too, that if this first mission was any indication, the 1

fighter strength at Truk was less than it had been presumed to bo.go

With- the exceptiog of & mission flown the nj:ght of the 1lith, all
of the remainil:Lg' missions against Truk during Juns were daylight
attacks, The change-over from the night missions had been necessitated
by the operation withinganbar range of Truk of the task force which
invaded Saipan on 15 June.-,gl n

The daylight missions aver Truk were receivesd with varying re-
actions by tho men who flew them. Home feli that the physical discom~
fort of flying at 18,000 to 22,000 feet, the restrictions in;poscd. by
the use of oxygen equipment, and the necessity for more evasive action
reducec the bombing accuracy.92 It was also pointed out that pattern
bombing over a amall target was possibly not as effective as bombing
by individual airplanes, but inasmuch as t}nre was no fighter escort
the bombeFs went over the target in.formation because of its defensive
valge.%. Others, ezpecially the g{mnera, welcomed the daylight raids,
because they could "see what they were doing." Also, phaotcgraphs were
taken on the day mission, hence results could be more acourataly de-
t.amined.%'

During the firat half Ef July tie procedure for bombing Truk was
changed from all daylight missions to alternate day and night strikes,

one squadron would m ake a night-bombing and harassing mission on the
_.:-'i§ . hiﬂ;"" B e w A

ot A A i M e RO DT G o s ol

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

- nigat preceding & daylight-boubing mission by the o dther two squadrons :
of the group,’” During the last half of the zonth they again switched ;
to daylight missioms flyin,g only two night strikes during the last two =

: . wooks, O Also, there was one major change in cembat tactics during :

the month. Instezd of the usual practice of sending two squadrons

to the target in formation and having them separate just priy.or to the

. bomb run, three squadrons were used for better protection against

| . N aggressive intercept.ionow

! The Liberators continued to meet interception over Truk. Fighters

were up to meet them on almost every daylight mission during June and

Y

July, although the mumber of interceptors fluctuated con”siderably,
98

-

-~

Their tzctics remained about the -
99

varying from 4 to 5 to 16 to 19,

[

same as they were on the flirst daylight‘missiop, 13 June;” " and the

f _B-2413 continued to 1}191}' upon the fire power of a close formation aa

their primary defense against fighter attacks. In the daylight raids
of June and July, the Liberstors shot down 22 fighters, probably shot
down L, and damaged 25. Tv;o Libarators mere destroyed because of

: : enemy action and 48 were da:naged.loo

It is evident that the Japanese reinforced their mesger fighter

strength at Truk from time to time. Twice during the period this seems
quite apparent: just after the daylight raids began and agair in the
middle of July. On the two raids follouipg the first ome (19 and 20
June) there was no interception.wl On the next dey (2L June), how- i

- (- ever, six fighters war; up to meet one formation of B~24's and nine

to meet another. %2 Again, during the second week in July the inter-

ception encountered on daylight raids gradually dwindled unt.il on

E

ﬁN ,“i, )

gl RMATI

THIS PAGE DecIaSSIfled IAW EO1295

PR R IR O W, ey |




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

10 July the B-24's were unoppésed by f:l.ghtforl.los On 13 July, however,
a fomation was met by 12 to 15 Zekes; two Tojos, and two Hamps just
prior to crossing the reef. The en;uw pllots wers aggressive and de~
( termined and in a 30-minute battle mace about 50 passes, dropping from 3

—~32:to 37 phoapharcus bombs. The Liberators got much the best of it,
however, suffering only minor damage to three alrplanss, while they

destroyed ‘five Zekes, probably destroyed another, and damaged four.loh

“the months May through July, and for all practical purposes May was -
the last month in which there waa much diversion of the strength of

¢

i

i

|

% ] Truk was the primary target for the Seventh's Liberators during -
|

g . -

‘ the B-2Lls. D_uring that month as many sorties were flown against

E

Ponape {10l1) as against Truk. Over Wotje, Jaluit, and Wake there were

76, 54, and 62 sorties flown respectively. Also, on four occasions

B-2i,!'s escorted Nav} PBLY photo planes over the Marianas, as they had

done twice befors in April.los Two of these missions were over Guanm,

106

T

and one euch over :Saipan and Rota. Prnemy fighters intercepted in
strength on both missions over Guam and on the one over Saipan, One
B-2h was destroyed over Sa.ipan, and three were damaged over Guam
The Japanese lost four Zekes and one Cscar, with one Zeke probably .
destroyed, and six Zekes, two Oscars, and one Hamp demaged. No B-24's
wors damaged over any of the other targets _at-tacked.lo?
Most of the_%:%@‘usorties over Wotje and Jalult rgpresented their
participation with 5-2;7-5 ‘and noval aireraft in larpze-acale attacks
(a. . on those targets. The attack agasinst Jaluit occurred o; =15 Hay,

when 53 B-Zb,'s of tha 1ith and 30th Bomb Groups and 43 B-25's of the

- Alst Bomb Group dropped a total of 258 tons of GP bombs on the atoll.

o=
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The B=251s also strafed with 14,6,730 rounds of ,50-ca.1. and 2.17 Tounds

of 75-mi. mmnun:i.t:I.cm.‘m8

J'.n a.ddj.tion, the beleaguered garrison vra.s
attacked by 26 F6F's, 95 FiU's, and 60 SED's of the Navy.log A veek -

later, on 21 May, three bombardment groups of the Ssventh Air Force

. ~r in the forward arsa hit Wotje in a similar attack, dropping approximately

177 tons of l::ouﬁ.'»s.'u"O

Likewise, approximately one-fourth of the B~24 sorties against

Fonape for the month were-accounted for by a joint Liberator'—uitchell
attack. On 2728 May, 2, B~2l's and 52 B«25's dropped a tobal of 98.5
tone of bombs on tha:'b target.lll Host of the remaining B-2£p‘ sorties
against Ponape during May wore made when it wag used as an alternate
target for bombers unsble to reach Truk. On 5 May, however, 39 13:—24'3
attacked the island, dropping 9.75 tons. 2 ¢

Aftor 1 June, the B-24's struck virtually no targets except Truk,

There was one photo mission over Guam, 34 sorties were flown over

“Ponape as an alternate target on Truk missions, and 18 practice sorties

were sent over T.‘t‘otje.IlB

“

During all this time, the heavy bombers had been operating under

a strenuous schedule, and there is some evidence that their performance

BT gy
was not considered altogether satisfactory, During June the percentage

of planes taking off and returning abortive rose fI‘OI;I 6.2 £0 9.1 per

cent. M4 At the same time , the percentage of unsuccessful sorties
115

rose from 3 to 13 per cent. Morebver, the ratio of crews to planes

(- ready for combat fell below one,ll6 On 27 June,: General Hale,

Commander of Task Force 59, wired the Commanding General of the Seventh

Alr Force that the performance of bhe heavy bombers was msatisi‘actory

.

od of poor bombing agouracy and an

4 %;w B

and was getting worse, He gompls

i‘!l‘

m‘umw

Spachd,
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excassive number of abortive missions and declared that he must have
more crews-and might need a change of “canmand.n'? In response to
this, 12 new crews were sent out immediately, and General Douglass
offerod his A-2, Colonel Waldron, to the VII Bomber Command. 18 on
7 July, Colonet! Waldron succeeded Col. William J. Holzspfel as
Commanding Officey of ths 11lth Ec;z:s]o'Grou.p.:l".l'9

There was not much change during July. _The percentage of abortives

droppsd .1 per cent,lzo

end that of unsuccessful sorties rose 2-per
oent.lz]‘ It was felt, however, that the condition was improving,
The crows wsre getiing more experience in handling the airplanes,
thus minimizing malfunctions qaused by the high power settinga.122
AL,Lao, bombing with AFCE (automstic i‘li;;ht control -equirment) had been
instituted, Tt was believed that the low percentege of hits in the
target area had been because the pilots unconsciously deviated from
the bombk run under aggressivs attack from enenur fighters, By elimi-
nating the human error it was believed that somewhat better results .
vwould be obtained, although by the end of the month conclusive
evidence was not av&ilabs.l23
Thile the B-24's of the 1lth and 30th Bomb Croups were bombing

Truk, Ponape, and Weke, during May 194k, the medium boubers of the

Llst Bomb Group continued their attacks-on the by-passed Larshalls

and on Pona};e .121’ Wotje, however, replaced Maloelap‘as one of the

two targets hit in the regular Makin-Majuro shultle runs. Jaluit -
econtinued to be the other target.m5 The B-25's also hit those tar-
gets in the large-scale attacks conducted in conjunction with B-2i

strikes.126 Ponape, which also was hit. by a cauhinod Iiberator-
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. 2.5 per centin April te 12 per cent in May.
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Mitohell attack, was-the third of the Llat Group's primary targets
during May. Mille and Maloslap also were struck occasionally, ard
Nauxd,- which had not been bombed by B~25's since six sorties were
flomn there in January, again cam under the sigits of the Mitchzils_
in attacks presaging a period of concentration on that target.w'
Only over Nauru and Ponape was any congiderable cpposition met
during the month. One B-25 Ia!‘lost over Ponape, and three were
cla'maqgr,ad..f."'z8 Over Nauru, vhich furnished scme of the most effective
antiaireraft fire in the entire chific Ceean Areas, 11 B-25's were
damaged in 45 scr:tiea.lag Altogether, seven B-25's warehdamag:d over
the Marshalls in May, and none were .'l.<>.°.t,.:1’3'0 ’
Despite the relatively slight opposition over all targets except
two, the pe;cent.age of bombs on sp-ecific targe'lhs-fell congiderably
below the usual high level, and unsuccessful sorties increased f{rom

131 One sguadron felt

that this was due, in part at least, to the number of very small
ta;'get, assigned--two reveited gun positions for all flights on some
oceasions~~and also to the fact that heavier bombs, of which fewer
could be drepped, had to be carried because small bombs were no longer
a.vailable.13 2 -

Except for 17 sorties flown sgainst Jaluit in July, the only
targets attacked by the B-25's operating from Makin after May were
Ponape and Nauru, the latter being the target against which the greater
effort was exerted, Det;pite damage which resulted frgm naval alr and
surface hombardment early in December 1943, and subsequent attacks by -

land-baséd aircraft, the tson Nauru :Ln mid—Junp were about the
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— same as they had been in the beginning, Although there had been no

new construction since Deceiwber 1943 on an unfinished runway, both

of the completed runweys appeared operational.lag’ Id:kowiao, Rauru

Pt

i

remained one of the hottest spots in the Pacifie, althcugh there was
a steady decraase in‘the ratio of hits by entiaircraft to the number
of s'orties flown. Duz;ing June, 14 B-25's were damaged and three were
lost out of approximately 123 sorties, and during July only t;i.ght
B-25's were damaged in aporoximately 129 sorbi.es.lg“" 8ix airplanes
were damaged in approximately 189 ‘sorties over Ponape during June and

July 35

Lt approximately 1000 hours on 22 June l944~-conly seven days

-

after the first wave of Marines had assaulted the beaches-—P-47's of
the 19th Fighter Squadron, having been catapulied fram carriers,

landed at Aslito Ficld on Saipan.l2° Although the airstrip was

AR E A Sk n n e A AP RTINS Peita B B 1a; T T AT RS T SR T L S I T SR i a3 e A et e
- - 1

hardly secured, within four howrs after arrival eighit planes tock off
on their first ground support mission.l:?'? Upon leaving the carriers,

each plane had been loaded with LOO rounds of ammunition for the two

P

inboard guns and 265 rounds in wach of the remaining guns. It was

expected that the only servicing required would be refueling, The
girst mission, however, called for rockets. Within the four hours
that elapsed between the initial landing and the takewoff on that

first mission, rocket launchers had been installed in the eight plenes

MAMLRR SRR AT I ST T ot SR

and the projectiles had been leaded. All this had been done within
((: _.  the sownd and sight of grownd fizhting, >3
This was the first time fighter planes of the Seventh Alr Force

had been used in close support of -ground troops. During the ramainde;
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of June and July, and.later, ths fighter squadreonms operating from

¥+
Aslito (rensmed Isely) Field maintained the strenucus schedule eztab-
lished during those first hectic hours.

Fd
C Within two days the 19th Flghter Squadron was reinforced by the

g i
'

P~47'8 of the 73d Fighter Squadron and a detachment of seven P~b6l's
of the 6th Night Fighter Squadron, >’ With the arrival of the P=47's
of the 333d Fighter Squadron on 18 July, fighter strength on Saipsn.
mt'nmt.ad.- to wall over 100_aircrafb.w ,

The primary mission of the 318th Fighter Group, &5 hag been in- -

1

dicated, was the defense of the island of-Saipan. This responsi-

q .-

bility was carried oub from 0515 to 1900 (local time) by P-47ts on
combat air patrol, with the squadron on patrol maintaining a minimum

a o T St et by gy

of eight planes in flight and 12 standing by on alert. At night the -
142

F-61's of the 6th Night Fipghter Squadron took over the patrol,
In addition to combat air patrel, the fighters were dispatched on

special bombing and strafing missions. These attacks were flown

[
"

primarily against airfields, gun positions, and communications in-

‘ stallations on Tinian. From the beginning of operations, on-station

. strikes alsc were flown against these targets., Such missions were
coordinated with schedules of naval gun fire, attacks byrcarrier—
baged plenes, and fire from Army and Marine artillery. Until Tinian

o . | - was made secure on 31 July, these targets were hit daily.during both o

" 77 7 the morning and au‘i'.e:rmmn.]‘1‘3 Finally, bombing\_anc_?. strafing attacks
(\ . wore launched periodically on runways, installations',:and‘ai_lt.iaircrart

positions at Rota and Pagan Islandu.lm"

i baTn 1o,

Fathriw) el L gk 2 oS
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guns, double as bombers, and launch 4.5-inch rockets, Late in the
[

month they bagan carrying a new type of weapon, the "fire bamb,”

RS L RN,

-

Recently developed at Eglin Field, Florida, and b?ought directly to
( Sa:i.palrl.,l‘["5 i:1m bombs as used by the 318th Fighter Group consisted of
wing tanks and belly tanks, filled at first with a mixture of diesel

oil and gasoline and later with a napalm and gasoline mixburo.lhé The

A e o1 gy

entire apparatus for mixing and loading the bomb's lngredients had to
be constructed from materials at hand..lw The technique for dropping

them was to dive from sbout 2,000 feet to 50 feet and akip bamb,M4¢ -

{9 T et b

With few exceptions, egpecially after the Ordnanse Department modified
the detonator assembly by removing the detonator and putting a filler

P

of black powdar in the g}:ﬂems!.cka,lj"9 there was no duds and the bomb

7

Rl T U S T U P
i

burst resulied in & huge sheet of flame covering a sizable area, sear-
ing anything within that area..150 While it was confliciered that much
work had yet to be dune on them,it was reported that the fire bombs

- proved very effective in the Tinlan campaign and cleared areas
appraximately 75 feet in width by 200 feet in length, ”t

0f the other methods of attack, rockets were found to be effective,

P

although trouble was experienced because rockets fired incoﬁaisj.antly_ 3

as a result of faulty electrical installations. The squadrons re-
quaasted that more informatior on rocket installations be made available

to -thenu15 2 Because of the difficultiss exparienced with the rockets,

TR SR T 2

there was a great deal more dive }Jombing than rocket firing. In many

L instances,, the target was often litile more than a pinpoint--a revetted -

gun position, or guns in caves in the sidea of cliffs, In such ocases,
hits were difficult to secu.t‘q.ls 3 The squadrons reportad high bombing
. the dest.ruc‘hion of buildings

b XY B Y
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or the neutralization of airfielda.lﬂ"
Sﬁrafi;tg appears to have wsn the most accurats means of at-;ack.l”
Becaué'é ‘of the terrain, it was frequently impossible to see through -
the heavy foliage and many pilots actually never saw a single Japanese
soldier froni“tha air, though therv was reason to believe that large i
mubers of them mist have perishea because of fighter activity.lsé
(n other strikes, begeuse of the Japanese ja&cj.ency {0 dig in by day
at;d operate olﬁ;,r by night, most of the damage inflicted was upon
m;a.teriel _ra.ther than personnel.l57

~ Most mlasions were directed by a controller, and targets were not

‘ assigned until just prior to the attack. Targets ware located by the
grid coordinate system, and whereas this ensbled the-pllots toc locate
the target generally, it was felt that lack of preliminary briefing
was a definite hindrance, both in lack of detalled infomsation on the e ]

: . target and lack of opportunity to plen the method of attack. ot Also,

“ it was believed that grid ccordinate locationa of targets should be

‘ checked against photos before the pllots used the maps.159 There was i

also & fesling on the part of the pilots that there was no particular 3

reason why they should Ieve been kept in the air, orbiting the target .

; for long periods before a.t.tack.:ing.l&o A methed of fighter direction

which did appeal to the pilotz was one used during the Tinlan campaign

| ,in which Ground Control would turn the missions over to a controller §
{#Torchy")} flylug s T8F. This pilot, after bringing the P=47's in
( ' olose behind him, would drip a wing ov even fire a short burst or a
rocket at the target as he described it by radio .t * The AaFPOA

Bvaluation Board rerted that this sgystem was considered toc be very
effective, 162 A
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Oppositicn encountered by the P~ 718 ¢ all of their missions was
Jrelatively slight. There was no interception on any of the bombing=
strafing missions, or on any fighter swoep. —Antiaireraft was en~
countered, in v:arying ii;tcnsity and'accuracy, but generally it was
ineffective. Over Tinlan, the fire varied from none to meager-to-
intense machine-gun ‘and light antiaircraft fire. By 22 July, however,
it had virtually diaappeared.163 Likewise; over Saipan the fighters
seldon encountered fire. Over Rota, they occasionally met intensa
machine-gun and some light antiaircraft fire, although in gane;'al there
was none. The heaviest and most intense antiaireraft was_encountered
over Pa.ga:i.l&“

On an average, over all targets, the P-47's ercountered entiair-
eraft fire on 52 per cent of their sorties.lés During the period from
22 June through 31 July 1944, one P-47 was destroyed by antiaireraft,
and nine were destroyed by accidents, including accidents after damage
from enemy action.l%

Ten were damaged by antlalrcraft, and six were damaged in aceidents

during the pericd. 167

In addition, Japanese anipgrs » Tiltering through
the lines at Isely Field on the third night after occupancy destroyed
one P-47 on the ground and reportedly damaged two otherm; -58

Operation of the Thundert:ilts naturally presented many problems,
As has been indlcated, there was some dissatisfaction on the part of
the pilots with the system by which they were assigned targets.169
There was also sous dissatisfaction in the 318th Group with the way in

which they recelved thely arders.17° The proocurement or-~ammition

from the beaches.and the oading of planea on schedule was a chronie

T v
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problem in the early stages of the campaign, and one that was aggravated
by the shortage of trucksolﬂ -
One of tbe major problams confronting the 19th Fighter Squadron
. ( during the first few days of operations was attributed by the squadron
to the gzeal and eagerness of the pilots. The squadron history reports
that desire to mske every strafing pass count resulted in “an wnex- ’
pected number of burpsd-out gun barrels.' Howevor, as moon ss the
situation was appavent, more caution was used and this conditions was
reduced to & min:imum."l72
Further, conditions at Isely Field were cramped and limiting.
(ne squadron historical report deec.ri.be; it:mB -
+eeothe short and extremely rough runway, and the cramped .
space allotted which not only ruled out proper dispersal for
socurity purposes but also reguired parking planes too close
for ordinary line eZficlency. Air traffic became terrific; ’
take=off was frequently delayed and landing was a matter of
simply walting for a lull, It seemed that practically every
type of Army and Navy plane — fighter, bomber, transport and
- reconmaissance - was utilizing the facilities of the field.
The cleose praximity to the battle line of the area in which the
planes were serviced and the crews were housed and fed further added
to the burden. The destruction of one P-47 by snlpers has been
mentioned. Air Force techniclans had not only to service and maintain
their planes under primitive conditions but alsc to double as foot-
soldiers to defend themselves against Japanese snipers.l'm Daspite
j+ all this, however, the fightey ;?_mla_.g?_g_ _on Salpan were maintained up to
(_ g1 per cent of the total alrcraft in ormissicn.t )
In sumary of the activity of the 318th Fighter Group during the

period, the following is quoted from the h:@ators; of the VII Fighter-

vy
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176

Command ¢

The 318th Fighter Group, the units attached to dt, and _
the Signal AW companies, found themselves in an almost unique
, situatlon 3n the FORAGER oparation, an opportunity for the
ciosest kind of asscciation and cooperation hetween fighter -
( planes and ground troops. Isely Fleld was at one time part
of the front lines; throughout the Tinian and Salpan campalgns,
Fighter Command planes frequently took off and hit enemy posi-
tions within sight of the field, sometimes within earshot;
planes aloft on patrol were oftsn diverted to aid troops iy
& short distance from their patrol course. The comendations
earned by the Comrand units in the campalgn are.a clear indica~
tion of how vital a factor close coordination between ground
- and air was in the_conquest of the lslands....

The seven P-6l's operating from Saipan flew 105 sorties during
the period from 24 June to 31 July 1944, During 26 of these, radar
econtact was made with a total of api;roximately 30 gog&es. In -six
sorties a.eria.l‘ interception occurred. The Black Widows destroyed
three enemy aircraft, proba.‘blv destroyed one, and damaged one. No
corib_a;t-q%losses -;are sustained during the pericd, although two P-bl's
we;re lost in J;.me because of a landing aceident, and two more were
lost in Jul& due to a field'craok-—up.lw

In adaition to tﬁe P=4718 of the 318th Fighier Group and the ’

P=61's of the &th Night Fighter Squadron,, one flight of F-5's of the

28th Photo Reconnaissance Squadron was operating from Saipan, be-
ginning 11 July 1944. These P-38's, conyerted for use as photo-

reconnalissance planes, flew 36 sorties over the Marianas from llq."ho

i78

- 31 July, in atdition to only ome abortive. _.Of the 36 sorties, all

-

cosmampm———

but four were succesaful or partially successful. Fhoto runs were .

'
% L c‘fm"'ﬁéde from altitudes as low ag 40 feet loqas high as 14,750 feeb.l79

There were no losses.lao

-

Near the end of July, the 48th Bomb Squadron, having moved™from

_SECURITY INFORMATION~

LT 564

i
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Maldn, began operai;ing its Be25's from Saipan, The primary operations
of this sqéadron during the brief perdod it was st Saipan were against

1 e e

Quam during August and will be discussed in a later study, Diring the
la.;t five days of July, however, 69 B~25 sorties were flown against
Tinian. Parf of them were low-leve% bombing and strafing missions in
deep support of ground troops, and part were obaerva.tion flights in

which Marine officers were carried as observera.ml The purpose of

the cbservation missions was the selection of targets for tactical-~

Pt ey A

support borbing and naval and land-based gun-fire and to observe the

results thereof, These flights were made at falrly low levels, employing
froa one to three airplanes per mission, and the crews-occasionally can—~

- nonaded and strafed enemy targets of opportmity.- Because of their
high spesd and the lack of clarity from their throat misrophones, the
B-25's were not completely satisfactory i‘or cbservation. After si:c

missions over Tinlan, their use for this, purpose was discontinued,
igz | i

'
O I ey fos g g e RIS BRSNS [ S 8 b ko

and thoreafter on B-25 missions the observer flew in a Navy TBF.
In summing up the operations of the Seventh Alr Force during

the Marianas campaign—that is to say, the period from March through

July 1944=--the fc;llowing figures taken from reports prepered by the

gth Statistical Control Unit, Oversea, Special, are given to show l

the effort expended against the various targets, by month, during the

o - perted,® -
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Short Tons of Bombs Dropped _____
Total

63

+ TARGET March  April May June July
e :

Jaluit 175.0 254 Al. - i 939.5
—otje . 68,2 17245 332 2.0 - 19,6 595,1
Haloelap 187.86___ 308,2 __ 41,0 536,8
Ii1Te 127.0 342 16.0 177.2
Hongelap ENA - . July

eB i
Tk T50.2 5775 258s7  <5bbe2 85840 25,0
Yonape 2009 222.0  35i.6  138.2 73,9 990.6
husale 35.8 i ) 35.8
Oroluk 3,0 3.0 2.0 8.0
~Intc Reel 1.5 5.8 T3
Hm 3-5 — 3‘5
Tlelang 3.0 . 3,0
ol 3,0 - B : 3,0
SHIpping 2.8 2.8 .
a Fuluwalt 200 N 20_9__
~—Pingelap 1.5 - 1e5 .
Harianas
T inlan 13.5 _ _L75.4 428.9
—_Rota . 1.2 3945 Li+B 85,5
Pagan 270 270
pan .8 1.0 8.0 13.4 23,2
Guan N 3.k o8 Le8
Take 122 1713 150.5 545440
Hauri 11,2 34.2 - 81&0“6 92, 5‘ 222.5-
TOTAL 10455 1830.2 1613.7 856.3 1611.3 7016.0

In general, the eftectivefess of this tonnage hag beon indieated
in the discussions of operations. As has been mentioned, there was

some reduction in bombing efficlency during the courge of the 1:\erisc>d.‘."8tF

" In addition, both the effectiveness and the desirability of the bombing

of the bty-pasaed Marshalls has toen questioned.lss,' It has also been

pointed out that the effectiveness of the targets in the Carclines

bombed by the Seventh air Force was rapldly vraning i‘rom .outsmo :6auses
186

dunng the period.

vhatever the reasen, however, the fact remains that, as the

Commanding Geqeral of the Seventh Air Force has,atated, the Harshalls,

ot e e

R
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Oy
Woke, Nauru, and the eastern Carclines were- e‘&npletely subduad and

o s gy T

kept that wvay during tne entire opsratibn.la? ?fith the exception

oi‘ once at Fonape, not an enemy a:lrplane~m encountored in those

T T

5

areas during the entire operation. Shipping was non-existent, and

any supplies received by the beleagiered Jepanese who were garrison-
) 188

g

ing the islands came by submarine,
Truk, whils contiruing to offer resistance in the form of both

ST e

iﬁtarcept.ion and antiaircraft ,189 was badiy battered and wholly in-

capsble of use as a threat to our bases or an impediment to our

movements 1n the FORAGER camp&igﬂ-lgo .

B TV oy,

[T .-

AL
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CONCLUSION

Although the Seventh Air Force took part in three major campaigns
during the nine months covered by this study, its operatidns t-hroughou‘b
the éntire period were continuous. Even during the rapld change of
bases necessitated by the sweep of american sea, land, and air power
across the Pacific, the-tempo of the atback was maintained, The air
echelons would be stationed temporarily on one island or another,
vhile the ground echelons mads the move by water, At some point in
their shrinking network of Pacific bases the Japanase were i(eprb con-
tinuously undex bombardmnt_ by land-baged alrcraft, i

The force available for this borbardment was smalli—iwo heavy
bomb groups and one medium group, augmented for a while byuthree squad-
rons of ﬁ:ghtors and one of dive bombers and later by three squacirons
of P=47's and a detachment of- night fighters--but small as it was, it
was sufficient for the job at hand. Operation of land-based aircraft
in the Pacific has always been complicated by the dual difficulty of
finding suitable.land areas on which to base and suitable targets
within range of those bases. In am effort to breaden the scope of”
their activity as much as poss:x.ble all t,;rpes of a.ircrai‘b were pushed
to the 1imit of their rango. To incresss this rangef further, bombers

based on one tiny atoll would be staged-through ancther. This made

necegasary the longest. over—wa.ter combat flights in the history of the
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equalled the Japanese-in deadliness,

66

war~-f1ights in which the vastness of -the Pacific Ocean at times

Total bomb tonnage dropped by all types of ajreraft on all targats

Target

Gllberts
Tarawa
. Hakin
Yarshalls
p Jaluit
Yot je
Haloeldp
Miile
Kwajelein
Hajuro
Rongelap
Aur
Arno
Likiep
Shipping
Carolinea
Truk
Ponape
FKusaie
= - QOproluk
Minte Reef
- Hall,
Ujalang
MHokil
Shipping
- Puluwat
Pingelap
Marianas
Tinian
Rota
Pagan
Saipan
Guam
VWake
Nauru
Total

&

Short Tons

6343
31.5

1375.2

- l222.5
1124.0

- 780.1
" 315.0
15.0

1.4

8e5

549

3.0

26,0

20400,6
1162.9
851

» &

\.n\:ay)--z o

|l (W I 8
" e * @
O@mOoOOoOwvVIWwoD

w%
A e )
“«
o RN 2¥ o) L

during the nine months amounted to 10,024.1 short tons, divided as

During the nine months; too, the forward units of the Seventh Air
R R L -
g < ¥ oF s 5, the Hawaiian

— ——— i
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Islands, atd closer to the Japanese homeland, In November 1943 they

had been stationed in the Ellice Islands, some 2,200 miles £rom Oahu

and 3,356 miles from Tokyo. By 31 July 1944, the day before the

- C Seventh Alr Force becams a part of Army Alr Forees, Pacific Ocean

2 Areas, certain units already had. been moved to the Marianas and plans
wors under way for bringing :i.n othe;s. With the arrival of ground

- . and air echelons of thz VII Bomber Goma.nd in 8ailpan early in August,

forward units of the Seventh Air Force had moved mors than 3;000 miles

from the Hawailan Islands and were now based less than 1 300 miles

from Tok;yo.
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For an account of the cperations of the Seventh Air Force in this
early period, see AAY Historical Studies: Fo. 41, Operatiocnal
Eiatory of ‘she Soventh &dr Xoras, Z Racember 1841 o § Novepbar
1243, ‘

AT i

H

For an ountline of the t;sk organlzation, which ig beyond the scope
of thie stndy, nes COMOENFAC-Gparation Plan Jen 1-43, 26 Oct. .43.

7AF, "The Power of Heavies in the 'Galvanic' Operation, D-7 to
D Tay.

Inel, 1, memo, Maj. John ¥W. McIlvaine, Amst., A-2 and MajJ, Maurice
Brozer, Aast. 5ig0 r/n vn BC t0.0G VII BC, 19 Oet. 43.

“Incl. 1, memo, Maj. John ¥. McIlvaine, ¥/E VII BC to 0¢ VII BC,
17 Qet, 43: incl. 2, mamo, Ma). John W, Mellvaine and Maj, Ha.vz'ioe
Broner, r/z VII BC 4o OG VII 30, 19 Oot. 45,

TAF PID, Fhotographic Intelligenca Report 57, 20 Sep. 43.
History of ZOth Bomb Gp., Hiﬂt'ory of 4101; Bomb Gp.

Ltr., 06 7AF to 0g 71X A'B'SC 21 Oot, 43 in AG TAY 372.3, Zone of
Advance,

‘"The Power of Heavies in the 'Galvanic! Operatlon, D-? to D Day."
ibid,

ICPOL Bulletin 1143, Taraws, 1 Feb, 43; 7AF PID, PI Report 59,
24 Bep. 43,

Ses Qparational Hlstory of Sovenih Alr Forgs, 1nm=:mm
ﬁ.mm rp. 40-41.. _ i

7AR PID, PI Rgport 61, 30 Oct. 45. .

Ltr., Maj. Gen. Willis H. Hale, CG 7AF $o GM 67, subject: Opera-
tions of Seventh Alr orco—--—ls !I TOmIM .
1944, 4td, 15 Feb. 4 :

EIFE A
,.-,J‘
g
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17. D Itid.; Stotement on Marin Island in VII BC files,
= "18.1 JIOPOA Bul, 56-43, Jalult, 10 Dec. 43..

St e i i

19. JIOFOA Bul. 50-43, Mille, 16 Déc. 43.

e )
-

8

JIOPQL 3‘0.1. Mp m°°hp| 25 Nov. 43‘.

21. IOPOA Alr Target Bul. 30, Nauru, 15 Feb, 43.

’

(e pppge n —p

22, JIOPOA Bul. 53-43, Kwajalein, 1 Dec. 42,
- - 25. 7AT 0'3)2 ¥ov. 43.
24 ¥igures from an mgilgne& statement on HQ: Kdvon 7AE staticnary,
B dated 18 Hov, 43, in VII BC A.2 £1las, folder on Fnemy Alr Order
- of Battle.
25, TAY ¥O 2, 2 ¥ov. 43. - -
26. Ind. |
27. Adwon TAR X0 .4a, 13 Nov,. 43, |
" 28. 1hid., Chamge 1, 14 Rov. 43. )
29. Advon 7iY Conwsolidated Mission Report 1, 14 Fov. 43.-

"
L o R L TP T e b Lt

RO
* .

e

30, Advon TAF Hission Reports 8 and 10, 20 Nov. 43.
‘ . 31. Advon 7AF Miseion Report 11, 20 Nov. 43.

22. COperatlons of TAF, as cited in n. 16.

: B 33, IBA.

ﬁ 35, !Eeietype from G& VII BG to (6 "ﬂ, 14 .Tan. 44, ln Advon TAFR,

{ Mlge. Nag,

[ 36. Ibid. _ IR

37. Adwven 7AT Mission Eeports.

oo i

(_ ’ 38, Whe Power of Hoaviu in tha 'Gelmic' Operation, D-7 %o D Iﬁay n

39, 9th 50U, "SBavanth u.r Force Oporation- in the Gil’oerh. Kanhnlla.
.end Uarolines, Novewber 1943 to Harch 1844,M p. 1.

BT
- - lll{ll?{l!'llklll,_g
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“The Power of Heavies iz the 'Galvanic’ Operation, D-7 t6 D Day.?
AAFFOA Byaluation Board Report 1, p. 565, '
Ibid.., pp. 2-22, '

id. . o ﬁS ‘

Ihiﬂ.-. p. 23
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13.
14,
15.
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17.

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

e ——— e} b i S S 8PPk e B Rl T -

- Ghapter I1

Advon 7A¥ Miuion I!.eportu 14, 24- Nov. 43; 144, 22 Yor. 43;. and, 148,
23 Kov, 43.

¥/x V1l 30 Misslon Bnport 30, 17 Doc. 43.

JICPOA Bul. 57-43, Wotje, 15 Deo. 43.

Dates of arrival were as follows: EHq, 4ist Bemb @Gp., at Tarawe,

17 Dec. 43; 47th Bomd Sq., Apavama, 23 Dec. 43; 48th Bomd Sg.,
Apemama, 22 Dec. 43 (except that the alr ooholon was at Baker until
14 Jcn. 44); 396th Bord 5q., Tarawa, 24 Dec. 43; and 820th Boxd Sg, i~
Taraws, 24-25 Dec, 43. Iaformation from wnit historiee,

The ground schelon arrived at Mskin on 17 Dec. 43; the new alrplanes,

with nilots, srrived 14 Desa, 43, znd the eir schelon moved from Canton
to Makin, 27 Dec. 43, History of-46th Flghter Sq.

Hlstory of 724 Fid:..ter Sq.

The rear schelon srrived at Apamame on 4 Jan, 44, and the forward
echelon at Makin, 14 Jen. 44. Hiagtory of 45th Plghter Sq.

BElstory of E3lst Plghter 5q.

¥/% VII B Mipsion Report £8, 27 Dec. 43,

Dates of arrival were as followe: Hq, 11lth Bomb Gp., 20 Jan. 44;

36th Bomb 8q., 33-24 Jan. 44! $8%h Bomb Sg,, A-23 Jan. 44} 43lat Bombd
8q., 1520 Jan. 44. Information from wnit blstories,

History of 424 Bomb 8q,

Higtory of 30th Boxbd &p.

- Matoxy of 3924 Bomd 5q.

Historles of 27th and 38%th Bomb 3q.

Advon 7AF, FO'13A, 20 Dec. 43,

“ [~
* Ibr., Brig. Gen. Jobert W. Douglass, Jr., C& 7AF to CIT 57, subject:

Qparations of Seventh Alr Foree, 1 February 1944 through 2 March
1944, 4td. 4 Msy 44, 1In AG 7AP 37C.26.

Tor the task organizations sea OOMOXRPAC Opara.tion Planas Qsn l-44,
6 Jan, 44, and Cen add . :
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Sy 18. See 1. 1. , 2
R 19. COMOENPAC Operation Plan Usn 1~44, 6 Jan. 44,
C 720, Ibdd., Cen 444, 9 Feb,-4d. o

21. Itr., Brig. Gen. Robert ¥, Douglase, Jr., to CIF 57, 4 ¥ay 44.

o 22. Bee lst Lt. Chester W. Taylor, Asst. A-2 ViI BU, "Operations of
' the ‘Seventh Bomber Command In the Marshall Islandas Offensive,?
. 15 Sap. 44; and 9th BOU "Seventh Alr Force Operations in the

Gilderts, ete.,¥ p. 9. .

Ty o * e
— 4 %
L

25. Adson 7AT and F/Z VII BO Mission Reports. |

- 4. "Seventh Mr Porce Opsrations in the Gilberta, ete.," p. 9.

N e
PO

25. Advon 7AP and F/® VII BC Mission Reports. -

]

26. Gth 50U, Hgeventh Air Force Operations in the Gilberts, ete.," p. S. -

27, Advon 7AT and F/E VII BC Misgion Reporte.

' 28. Ihid.

. 29, ¥/E VII BC Misgion Report 96, 5 Feb, 44.

30, 9th st. ;'Seveunth Alr Fo?ce Oporations in the Gilberts, ete.,® p. 9.

3l. ¥/ VII BC Misalon Reports. ‘ i

. 32, JICPOA Bul. 27-44, Ponape, 1 Apr. 44,
33. ¥/B VII BC Migsiun Reporte,

- - 34, Ibid,, 123, 19 Ted, 44; and 123, 20 Feb. 44. .-
35, JICPOA Bul, 80-43, Xusale, 20 Dac, 43.

- - 36, F/B VII BO Mission Beports..

= 37, Itr., Brig, Gen. Robert W, Douglass, Jr., to OTF 57, 4 May 44,
o ‘ 348, Ibhid. '

j‘«.(g ) 39. F/® VIL BC Mission Reports.

40, I]:id.:_. 44, 1 Jan, 44,
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45,

47,
j.;:. ' 43,
4.

&1,

,.'" . 54.
3 85.
56.
57.
- B - 58,

‘:‘ ' ’ 590

60.

61,

“¥/% VI1-BC Higslon Reportis.

Ty, 19,
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Idd,., 46, 1 Jan.

9th 8CU, "3eventn Alr Toxce Operations iu the Gilberts, ete.,”

. Paylor, "Operatione of the Savonth Bomber Command in the Marshall

o
Ind.

Ialand.e Offennivse, *

3

1pid.

9th SO0,
p. 17.

——

fSeventh Alr Foroe Operations-in the Gilberts, stc.t

Fl

¥/Z VII BO Migslon Reports.

I1aid.. 90, 3 Feb, 44,

7/2 VII BC Misslon Reports.

5318t Yighter-Bomber Sq. Mission Report E31-1, 18 Dec. 43.
Iidd,, 1-19.

9th SOU, uSeventh Alr Force Operations in the Gllherta, ete,,"
m. -

Ibid., p. 2%.

VII ¥C Provislonal Op. Consolidated Mission Reports, 1-19 Yebd, 4;&.
1AL, 29-31 Jan. 44.. _

¥il FC Provieional Gp. Consolidated Mission Reports, 1-16 Jan. 44, ~

iuld.

9th 3CU,

"Seventh Alr Forue Operaticnr in ths Glliberts, eta..*
p. 36, 7 .

Ixid. ., pp. &6, 38,

YII X¢ Provisional Gp. -Consolidated Mission Reports, 16-28 Jan., 44.
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63,
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73,
73,
74,
75.
78.
77.
78.
3.

80.
g1.

82,
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8se p. 25. ° - - ,

VII ¥0 Provisional Gp. Consolidated Hislio;z Raports, 1-19 Yeb, 44;
9th 50T, ¥Seventh Alr Force Operations in the ¢ilberts, etec.," p. 45.

'VII FC Provisional Op. Consoiidated Mission Reports, 1-19 Feb. 44,

Itr., Brig. Gen. Ebbert W, Douglfzu. Jr., to 0IF 57, 4 Moy 44,
viI ¥¢ Prn‘ﬁniom Gp. Consolidated Mission Reports, 1-19 Fed. 44,
Ibid., 20-29 Feb, 44. - -

9th S0U, *Seventh Alr Force Operations in the Gilberis, ete.,®

o -

Ltr., Maj, Gen, Willls H, Eale, CG 7AF to OTF E7, 16 Feb. 44.

P/E VII BO Mimslon Report 38, 27 Dec. 43.
IbAd., 43, 29 Dec. 43

Ibid., 24-B, 18 Dec. 43.

¥/E VII BC Mission Reporxis,

¥/2 VII BC and VII ¥C Migsion Reports. <
ibid.

F/8 VII B0 Migsion Reports.

Lbr., Maj. Gen. Willle H. Hale, to COTF 57, 15 Feb. 44.
7/ VII BC Migsion Reports. Ihers 1s some confuslen &s to the
exact number of enemy planes lestroyed and damsged by the B-25'sg
Becanne of the possibilities of duplication axisting 1-i the reports
on the mieslon over Malcslap of 26 .Jan, 44 on which both BQ and ¥¢
reports were submitted. These figuras give the B-35's credit for

nine destroyed, ilvs probadly destroyed, and thres demsged. TFor
detalls ses R26 Jan. 44, Maloelap," in Chronalogy.

See p, 23, )
Sae n, 79 above, .

F/2 VII BO Migeion ROI“G 76, 29 Jan. 44
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93,
94,

95.
98,

97.

8B,

99,
100,
101,

(_ 103.

103.
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Ibid., 85, 31 Jan, 44.
J'atr.‘. Brig.‘ Gen., Bnb;*t ¥. Douglass, Jr., to OTF 57, 4 May 44,

ibid.
Inol, to Ltr,, Ma}). Gem, E’illitu ¥. Hale, to CTF 57, 15 Peb. 44,

Taylor, "Operations of the Seventh Boabor Cemmand in the Marehall
Iglandne -0ffensive, " pp. 12-13 5 -

-
Ltr., ?rig. Gen, Robert W. Dounglass, Jr., to CTF 57, 4 ¥oy 44
318th Pighter Gp. Intel. Bul. 3, 28 Jan. 44.
Seo p, 9. - .
Lir., Brig. Gen. Bobert V. Touglass, Jr. to OTF 57, 4-May 44.
ibld. .

#Preliminary Organizational Higtory of VII Bomber Cosmand, 1 May

-

"1931 to 31 July 1944," p.39, = -

m ¥ Fo 41-

Itr., Ool. Sylvan Berliner', Hq. VII ¥ 4o Growp and Squadron.
8-2's, subject: Letters Irom Intalligence Qfficers, Task Growp
57.2.2, 11 Jan, 44, in Doo. 6, History of VII Fightar .Command,
8ee p. 11.

9th 50U, 15aventh Alr Foree Operations in the Gilberts, ete.,¥
P i

Ipid., pp. 10, 20.

COMATECENPAG PI Beport 95, 6 Mar, 44.
Ibid. , 65, 16 Tob, 44.

Idid., 64, 16 Feb. 44.
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Seventh Alr Foree Fartlcipatien in I'lintloclc-ﬂatchpole Opoca-
tion, 7 Decexmbor 1943-3 March 1944, subaditted by the 00 7AF (u
the Air Officer, USA.‘I’IGPAJ to CG, USAJIQPL , .

AAEBOA., lral'uatlon Boa.rd Report 1, p. 29.

T@ylor. ”Operations of the SWGnth Bombar Oommand in the ¥arshall
Islands Off{ivngive.®

AATPOA Evalmtion :Boa.rd Report 1, P 29.

Ltr,., Ha.j-. Gon. Willin H. Hale 'ﬁo oo® 57, 15 .'E'eb 44, -

Lte., Brig. Gcm Hobert ¥. Douglass, Jr, to cTey 57, 41!51 44,

El
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19,
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Chapter I1IL . S

feo Chap. II.

GO 60, EQPA, 27 Tab, 44,

G0 113, HOPA, 20 Apr. 44.

GO 47, 7AY, 24 Apr. 4. -
40 90, 7AF, 3 July 44.

Ltr., Maj. dGon., Hobert W, Douglase, Jr. to CG AAFPOA, gubject:

Swmary of Soventh Alr Force Operations, 3 March 1944 through 15
Lngu-t 1944, d%d. 1 Oct. 42,

9th SOU, #8eventh Alr Force Operations in the G4berts, stc.,*
F. 19.

9th 8CU, *Saventh Air Force Opsrations in the Marghalls, Uarolinea.
and Haxie.naa. April 1944-July 1944,% p, 26,

9¢h 50U, "Soventh Alr Forece Operations in the Gilbertis, ete.,”
p. 19,

N"*—.\’.
9¢h S0U, ¥sSoventh Alr Foree Overatlons in the Marshells, ete.,*
. 26,

¥/% VII 20 Mipslon Raporta.

Ibid., 184, 1 Apr. 44

History of 820tk Bomb Sq., Apr. 44

F/% VII B0 Misplon Reports.
COMATRGEAFAC PI Baport 118, 21 Mar. 44.
Ihtd., 13.3, 25 Mar. 44.

Hlstory of B20th Bomb Sg.,-Apr. 44,

Uﬁmmmm PI Reports i07, 10 Mar, 44; and. 118, .15 Nar, 44,
»/® V11 BO Miseion Heports.
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Dates of arrival at Makin: Hq. 41lst Bomd Gp., 24 Apr. 44; 47¢h
Bomb Sq., 2 Apr. 44; 48th Bowd £q,, 23-24 Apr. 44; 396th Bowd
8q., 20 Apr. 44; 820th Bom'b 8q., 23-27 ipr. 44. Informetion from
unit hisgtories. ]

Higtory of 30th Bomb Gp., %o 31 Mar. 44.

Datas of arrival at Xwajalefrn wers as follows: Hq. 30th Bomd Gp.

ground ochelon, 12 Mar., 44--air echelon, 26 Mar, 44; 27th Boxb

Sq. ground schelon, 12 Mar, 44--air echalon, 26 Har, 44; Z8th

Bomb Sg. ground schelon, 13 Mar. 44--alr echbelon, 23 Har 44

3924 Bomb S, grvind echelon, 17 Mar, 44--alr echalon, 28 Ha.r
44, Ynformation from tnit histories.

Dates of arrlval at Xwajalein were ss follows: Hg. 1llth Bomd Gp.,

5 Apr. 44; 26th Bomb 8q, ground echelon, 14 APr. 44—alr echelon,
17 Apr. 44; 98th Bomd 8g. ground schelon, 2 Apr, 44--alr echelon,
28 Mar, 44; 431st Boxdb Sq. ground echelon, 31 Mar. 44--zir echslan,
2 Apr. 44. Information from unlit histories.

History of 26th Bomb Sg.

History of 98th Bomb Sq.

Ltr., Ma). Gen, Robert W. Douglams, Jr. $o OG AATPCA, 1 Oct. 44.
ibnid. ‘ "

Hiatdéry of 3924 Bomb Sq.

This means out of reach of the bnaes from which the Seventh Air

Force was then epcrating. Walkte codld have baen hit, of course,
bty land-baned aireraft staging from Midway.

See Qnaratlopal History of ithe Sevanth Alr Force, 7 Degembar 1941
m&nnxmhnxa.%'i

Ltr., H’BSJ. Gen. Robart W, Douglass, Jr, to 0G AAFPOA, 1 Oct, 44.
F/E VII BC Hission Report 161, 15 Mar, 44.

7/2 VII BC Mission Reports.

Information from J ICPOA Bul. 22-44, Truk, 35 Fa‘b 44: wnd-1lir,,

* MaJ, Gen. Robert W. Douglass,-Jr. %o Gf MJ?OA. 1 Oct 44, -

Lpid.

-—
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¥/Z VII B0 Mission Report 167, 29 Mar. 44.
/3 VEL B0 Mission -Reports. -

*Preliminary O}ga.nizatioml Higtory of VII Bember Command,
1 May 1931 to 31 July 1944," p, Bl.

Inid.
Ivid., p. 49.

- Lodda» po 52.

Ltr., Maj. Gen. Bobert W. Douglass, Jr. to O AAFPOA, 1 Oct. 44.

';Proli;ujmy Organlzeltiona.l History of VII Bomber Command, 1 Hay

Ltr., Maj. Gen. Hodert W. Touglass, Jr. to CG AAFFOA, 1 Oct. 44.
Sec also ¥/E VII B0 Mission Reports. -

See-pr. 1’56:-3'?. ’ ’

History of 1lith :Bom'b_ Gp., Apr. 44. N
¥/B VII BC ﬁisuon Report 196, 2 Apr. 44,
Higtory of 1lih Bomb Gp., Apr, 44,

Ses p. 18. *
¥/x VI1 BO Mipsion Reports.

Ibid., 189, 11 Apr, 44.

5/E VI1 BU Mission Reporis,

See p. 19. L -

Inel, B, ltr., Ma}. Gen. Tobert V. Douglass, Jr. to CG AAFPOA,
1 Oct. 44, ) .

P/E VII BC Hission Report 3217, 24 Apr. 44.
ING., B-251, 3 Moy 44; and E-252, 3 May 44,
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¥ 60, Central Iacifie El‘aak Forges and Jormander ¥ifth Fleet,
Operation Plan CoxFIFTHFleat Can 10-44, 12 Nay 44.

Ltr., Maj. GeneuRo'bert W. Douglase to OGLLAI?OA., 1 Cot. 44.
80 40 =and 41, m-. 15 Apr, 44,

Ltr, , Ka.J. Gen. Robert W, Douglass, Jr. %o CG AATPOA, 1 Oct, A4,

A SO haba 20

737 60, Operation Plan ConFLEITHFl ant TCen 10-44, 12 May 44.

The movenent of these unite to the forward area is dlscussed later.
Sce pp. BB-BS,

Ltr., HaJ. Gen. Bobext W, Douglass, Jz, to O AAFPOL, 1 Oct. 44,

TF £0, Operation Plan ComFLFTHFiect Oen 10-44, 1 May 44,

Annex A, Hqg. GomAi;'Fwd Operations Plan 1-44, 1 May 44.
OINOPOA-CINCPAU Serial 00031, Xoreger Jolnt Steff Study, 20 Mar. 44.
Ltr,, Ma}. Gen. Reberts W. Douglass, Jr, to CG AAFPOA, 1 Oet, 44...
Informaiion from ¥/E VII BC Mission Reports. .
History of 27th Bemb Sq., Juze 44.

Inid. : "
F/E V1L BC Mission Reports.

fPreliminary Or@nizati.;nal Higtory of the VII Bombar Command,
1 May 1931 to 31 July 1944," pp, 49-£0,

History of 30th Bomb Gp., June 44,

History of 3924 Bomd Sq., May 44, Quoted in "Prellminary Organiza-
tional Hiatory.* p. E0,

Flptory of 26th Bomb Sq. Quoted in "Preliminary Orgacdzaticnal
Himtory," p. BEO. 5

Higtory of 30th Bomh Gp.
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Higtory of 11th Bomb Gp.

3/8 VII BO Migsion Report E-268, 16 Juns 44,

“lLtr., Aseb. 52 26¢h Bomd 5q. to CO 1lth Bomb Gp., 15 Juns 44,

Ses pp. 24-25.

Vi1 BC Combat Harretlvs Report 12, 23 June 44

¥/B VII 3C Miesion Report H-368, 16 June 44. | -
L 293 ZBG Combat Narrative Report 12, 23 June 44,

Ltr., Aswt. S-2 26th Bowb §q. to CO 11lth Bomb Gp., 16 June 44,

. -

idig.

History of 1lth Bom’b Go.
Eistory of 30th Bnm‘b ép.
History of 271;11 Bomb Bq.
Eistory of 30th Bomb Gp.
Eigiory of J7¢h Bomb 3q.
i‘/g Vi1 BC Misslon Reports.
History of.'}.ltb. Bapb Gp,
¥/® VII BC Misgsion Reporis.
Sea p. 48.

F/® VII BC Migsion Reports.

"Ibid., H-270, 23 June 44; and H-271, 23 June 44.

Ibigd., E-272, 23 June 44; sid H-275, 25 June 44.
Ihid., B-292, 16 July 44.
Ibid. , E-294, 16 July 44, -

Ly

THIS PAGE DecIaSSIfledIAW EO12958




106.
106,

3
= Wiy bt b FWme = b o e

}

., 10‘? *

T

108,

#

1089.
110.
111,
112.

B e .
R i g g
.

1l4.

i B s 2

115,

g

117,

C mrr eer— ¢

118.

119,

. e -

120,

121,
122,
123,
1‘24.
128.

‘127.

116.

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

82

!

Seo p. 43.

¥/% 7IT BO Migston Reporss.

Ibig.
Ibid., H-350, 19 May 44; and M-243, 19 May 44.

VII B¢ Daily Operationsl Intelligence Suméu-y.x 16 May 44.

?/E VII BU Migslion Reports H-254, 30 May 44; and M~250, 20 May 44.
Ikid. , B-253, 2 June 44; and M-258, & June 44.

I1bid. , B-236, 11 ¥ay 44,

T/E VII BC Mission Reporis.

9¢h SQU, MSeventh Air Force dﬁara.tions in the Marshalls, ete.,*
7. 1l. .

MKP- 12.
ibid., p. 8.

OM-IN-2704282%, CTF E9 to CG TAY, 27 Jwne 44, in AG TAF 373. 2,
Operations & Raports (Bomding).

CH-0UT-272332Z, 06 7AT to CTF 59, 27 June 44, ibid. -
@0 3, Hq., 1lth Bomb Gp,

9th SCU, "Seventh Air Forcs Operations in the Marshalls, etc,.”
p. 11,

m 2 P- 13-
Fistory of 11tk Bomb Gp.
ibid.

See pp. 33-—323. - -
¥/E Vil B0 Migsion Repoxts, ] - -
See p. B2,

¥/® VII BC Mission Reports.
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128, Ibid.

131. 9th SOU, ngeventh Alr Force fOperations in the Marshalls, ete.,®
p. 27.
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7 182, Matory of 396t Bomb Sq. My 44.
133, Hq, ComaIT™ FI1 Report 13, 17 June 44.

vl

I 184. F/E VII BC Higoien Reporte. -
£ 1%5. Ibd. . . “ )

1368, HRistory of VII Fighter Uommand, Aug., 44, TFor an accouni of this
sos USS Manila Bay (CVE-81l) Serilal 067 to Commander Alr Force
Poelific Fleet, 4 July 44, and USS Natoma Bay {CVE-62) Serial 211
%o Commander Carrisr Traneport Sq. Pacific Xleet, 8 July 44, History
of VIL Fightor Command, Nov. 44.

T L,

127, "Ordnance and Armanent- Information Digest,” Doc. 3, History of :
Vi1 Fighter Command, Sep, 44,

138. "Ordnanoce and Armament Information Digest." Doc. 3, Hiatory of
VII Tighter Oommand, Sep. 44.
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139, History of Vil Fighter. Commond, Aug., 44; 9th SCU, ®Zeventh Alr
Force Cporations in the Marehalls, etc.,? p. 47,

140. History of VII Fighter Commsnd, Aug. 44.

— 141, Ses v. 45,
142, ﬁistory of 318th Fighter Gp., July 44. -
148, lnad,
144, Indd.
145, Ipid N

' 146, Ltr., 00 B18th Fighter Gp., AFC 244 to 0G VII YO, APO 958,
. 1 Aug. 44, Doc. 18, History of VII l‘iyxter Ooma.nd. -Deo, 43-July 44.
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Higtory of B18th Flghter Op.
Hptory of 736, ﬁg}teg 4.
History of 318th Fiéhter Gp.
History of 734 Plghter Sq.

Tir., 00 218tk ¥ighter Op., APO 244 to 00 VII X0, APC 958,
1 Aug, 44, Doc. 18, History of VII Fighter Command, Dec, 41~
July 44, - -

gth S0U, Report ou Extracts fyom AAT Yorme 34, 1%th Fighter 8g.,
2l June 44 to 30 Juneo 44,

Hightory of 73d Mghter Sq.
1Ldd. - -

Hg. VII FO, "Conclusions Based on Misgsion Reports from JiSth
Fighter Gp.,* by Col. Sylvan Berliner, A-2 VII ¢, 15 Aug. 44,
Doc, 18, Hintory of VII Fighter Gommand, Juty 44, e matter

of pletures, incidentally, appearsd to be a sore spot, One
Squadron complai-2d: ®I% was common knowledge that photographice
coverage vas at all timsz available io any navel command whiph
dosired it, but for the wost part the irmy Pighter Sgusdrons
lacked sven an ordinary aerisl view (or map) of xost of the enemy
airfields, There wsa 2 slight improvensnt in this situation after
the F-Es wers operating, and the big moment came (well a‘Long in
the campaign) when a mosalc of Tinian was made available.”

Hiptory of 73d Fghter Sg. July 44.

Hg. VII ¥C, *Sonclusions Based on Mlgsion Repsrts from 318th
Fighter Gp."

Eigtory of 734 Tighter Sq.. July 44.

9

-

AAYPOA Evalvation Board Report 1, pp. .38-39. -

Summary of 31l8th Growp Mimsion :Raportu i.n Doc. 18, Hi.utpry of
VII Fighter Command, Jec. 41-11'!1.1:? 44,
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17s.
180,
: 181.
183.
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Ahld. -

_Indd., p. 41
"Ipdd. , pp. 39, 42. < - -
‘Snop. 58, « - - -

170.. Zl‘o:' a digcussion of this, ses "Miscellaneous Notes - Oparationu,

176,

; 178.

) inthel«'.arianan. 13 BSep. 44.
. 183,
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'ath 80U, "Seventh Alr Yorae Opera.tiona ‘in the Marshells, ste,,* -
Do 41.

Ina., p. 42.

Doe, 3, Histary of VII I‘!.ghter Command. , sgp. 44,

Iﬁrdnapoe and, Armamant Information Digest,® Doc, 3, Elstory of
ViX-Tighter Command, Sep. 44. "

Eistory of 19th Fighter éq.,Jm; 4.
Hietory of 734 x’ig!;.ter Sq., July 4k
Ihigd. ., Jwne 44,

Higtory of VII Fighter Command, Aug. 4.
- .

gtk SOCT, "Soventh nr Force Opera.tiona in the Marshalls, etc.,®
pp. 48-49,

Ihid . p. B2.

g, -
dd, » p. 53, )
F/R VII BC NMission Reports. !

T/E VII BC Intel, Bul. 44-2 3/E, B-26 Tactical Su;pport Missions

In addition to the tonnage listed, 144 firs bomba were dropped
over Tinien in July:. Ujelang in the Carolines was' 5z mauthorizsd
target. 9th 50U, -“Beventh Alr ForSe Operations in the Gilbarts, !
ete. ,* p. 1 9%k SOU, 3‘Samn!;h Mr Force Opmtiona in the [
Harchalls, etc.,® P, 1, : ,
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" 185, AAFPOA Hyaluation Board Report 1, pp. 36-36.
186, Ibid. ] S L

~ 187. Ltr.,

184,

189,

1.

p. 17 8th SCT, "Seventh Alr Force Operatlons in the Marshalis,
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Maj. Gen. Bobart . Douglass, Jr. to OO AAFPOL, 1 Oct. 44.
T/ VII 3¢ Miesion Reports. ’

Isr., Maj. fen. Robert W, Douglass, Jr. to 03 AAFPOA, 1 Oct. 44.

CONCLUSION —

9th SCU, "Seventh Alr Forca Operations in the Gilberts, ste.,”

eto.," p. 1.

2. ,Preliminary Eistory of the Saven‘lsn Air Force, 1 to 30 Sep. 1944,
p. b
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CHRONOLOGY

OPBRATLUNS OF SEVENIH AIR FORCE
6 November 1943 to 31 July- 1944

‘ OV AMBER. _
Advanced Hoadguarters {(ADVON) of the Seventh Air Force estab~
lished at Funafuti. (Ltr., CG 7AF to UG VII AFSC, 21 Oct. 43.
AG 7AF 372.3 Zone of Advance.)

Ground echelon of the 1lth Bomb Group arrived at Funafuti.
(History of lith Bomb Group to 31 Mar. 4i.)

Ground echelon of 27th Borb Squadron, 30th Bomb Group, arrived
at Nanomea. (History of 27th Bomb Squadron to 3L Mar. Lh.)

Ground echelon of 392d Bomb Squadron, 30th Bomb Group, arrived
at Canton. (History of 3924 Bomb Squadron to 31 Mar. 4h.)

Ground echelons of 20th Bomb Squadron and 98th Bofb 3gquadron,
11th Bomb "Group, arrived at Nukufetsu. (History ot 26th
Bomb Squadron to 3L Mar. h4iy Hlatory ot 9Sth Bond Squadron
to 31 Mar. bl .

Ground echelon of 431st Bomb squadron, llth Bomb Group,
arrived et Funatuti. (History of 431lst Bomb Squadron to
31 Mar. hly)

Follomng units arrived at Funafuti: air echelon of Hoad-
nuarters 11th Bomb Group; ground and air echalons of 42d
Bomb Squadron, 1lth Bomb Group; and air echelon of 431st
Borb Squadron {History of 1llth Bomb Group to 31 Mar, IL4j
History of 424 Bomb Squadron te 31 Har. 443 Histery of
431st Bomb Sguadron to 31 Mar. 4k4.)

Following units-arrived at Nanomea: air echelon.of 30th Bomb
Groups part ‘of air echelon of 27th Bomb Sguadron, 30th Bomb
Group; end air echelon of 38th Bomb Sqbadron, 30th Bomb
Group., (History of 30th Bomb Grouwp to 31 Mar. 44; History
of 27th Bomb Squadron teo 31 L{a.r 44 Ristory of 38th Bomb
Squadron o 3% Max. Ahe) -

~

% The dates on which the missions of all bombardment squadrons

oceurred are based on Greenwich Civil Time, and those on
which fighter misslions occurrsd are based on local“f.:ma at’
the base from which the squadron wased

. "‘l‘ .Jtuf-‘ %m&% "’H '
UELY IRPORWRIE
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12 Hov. 45 Following units arrived at Cantons air schelon of 3924 Bowb

{Contd)

13 Hoy. 45 TARANA ~ Nine B-24's of 42d Baub Squadron snd 10 of 451st

14 Hov.

i% ¥ov.

. )
A5 AR A it SR
SR St

. -
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Squadron spd air echelon of 26th Emb Squadron, The latter )
used Canton only temporarily, thom moved to Nukufetsu. S
(History of 3924 Bemb Hquadron to 51 Mer. 443 History ov

26th Bemb Squedron to 31 Mare 44.)

Alr echelon of 98th Boub Squadren arrived st Nukufetsu,
(His*ory of 98th Eomb Sgquadron to 3) Mar. 44.)

Bemb Squadron sssignsd mission aginst Tarawa. Ooe airplane
_of 431zt Beub Bquadron did not tavs off beosuse of ofl leac .
snd cne was sbortive beosuse of engine trouble. The remainder
dropped 126 x 20<lb. fregmentutien olusters from 8,500 fest,
The sirplanes of the 42d Bowb Squadron dropped 65 x §00~1b.
GP bombs from 15,000 feet, 11 of which feil in the water and
the rost probsbly on land, C(me large fire was visible for
60 miles at 16,000 feot. AA intense but inmoourate, sod
orused no damage. One airplane disappeared.on way back to
Punafuti and was not hesrd fram sgein. (Advon Ti? Censoli-
dated Mission Report 1, 14 Nov. 43.)

P .

45 TARATA - Elovsh B-24's of 98th Bomb Squedron in‘daylight
baabing snd recomnaissance mission over Betie Island, TIwo
wore cbortive boosuss of engins trouble. Nine dropped
133 x 20=ib. fragosntetion clusters from 16,500 to 17,500
feot, 70 par cent on runways and toxi strips. Deavy Ad
aocurste as to altitude, but tralling, sad caused no
dsnags. No interception. (Advon 7AF Consolidated Mission
Report 2, 18 #Hov. 45.) . ’

MILIE « Hins B=-24%x of-27th Bord Squadron and 11 of 38th
Bomb Squsdron sasizunsd o mission against Mille. The aire
planss of the 38th returned to base on orders witheut reach-
ing terget. Those of 27th drepped $0 x 100~1b demolition
‘pombs _fram 9,500 to 10,500 fest, 80 per osut iu target sres. )
Iight and heawy AA meoderate. to intense, socurats as to -
height, but trefling, and did no demsge. Mo ifiteroeption.
(Advon 74F Mission Report 3, 14 Hov. 435,) ..
43  MILIB-MAXIN =~ Blcrca B-24*s of 26th Bombd Squadron assigoed
daylizght missioz egainst Xille. ZLhree wers sbortive because
of frontal conditions. Fivs dropped 0 x §00-1b. OF bambs
on Mille from 4,50 to 8,500 _feet, with sevoral hits
observed on or nser runways. Intease AL dsmaged two B-24%.
Thres airplanes dropped 18 x 600~1lb. GP bam%:: -on Melkin. AA
ligl)tt and insacoursate. (Advon 7AT Mission Report §, 13 Fov,
48 -

JALUIT - Ten B-24's of 43lek Boab Squadron sssigned mission
ageinat sesplsne bese at Emid], snd lmn_li-zh of 424 Bomd
Squadron assigned Jebor Islmnd aremgy S-SR

ﬁ‘iﬁ S e Rl
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16 Kov. 45 Eight of 451st dropped 43 x 500-1b. GP bambs on target from
{Contd) 5,500 to 8,600 foet. The other two, tmable to mebe bub run
. because of tha waather, dropped 12 x 500-1b. GF bombs on

i southern tip of Jaluit Atoll., Alrplenss of 424 drepped
‘ 368 x 500-1b. CPs from 12,000 to 15,900 feet in vwicinity of
shipping in lagoon. . AA insocurate, and osused no dsmage.

- (Advon 7AF Consolidated Mission Report, 16 Nov. 45.)

18 Nov. 43 EWAJALEIN - Eight B-24's of 27th Eanb Squadron sssigoed

H ° mission sgeinst Roi Island. On® reached the target and

{ dropped 15 fragmentation clustérs froam 11,000 feet, with

' - resulta unichserved, Ons sirplane, tmrned baok by weathor,
dropped 16 fregmentetion olusters on Little lwiin from
9,600 feet, results unchserved. One dropped 16 fragmanta-
tion clusters on Tarswe from 2,000 feet. Filve drapped
45 x 100-1b, demolition bowbs und 30 fragrentstion clusters
on Jaluit frem 8,000 to 11,000 fest, dsstroying one ware-
house. They wore intercevted by two Petes, ons of which was
demsged. Two E-24'z sustained minor damage. —(Advon TAF
Mlssion Report 6, 16 NHov. #3.)

JALUIT -~ Twelve B=24's of %8th Bamb Squadron sssigned mission
agsingt Hol Ielsnd, Ewejelein. They did not resoh target
because of wsather and dropped 12 x 500-1bh. demolitiom bombs

. snd 4B x 120-1h frogmentation olusters on Emid) fram 10,000
to 11,600 feet, T6 por oent in target. Imterception by two
float planss. O(ne B-24 had engine shot out, {Ibid.)

e oy AT AT i, e ek By T X i n =81 s -

MALCELAY = Wine B-24's of 98th Bembd Squadren st Fakufetau -
atagad through Fanomea t¢ perform daylight bomblng snd
recomnolszanos nilyion ovsr Toros Islspd. Thres were !
sbortive. The remsining six first mistook Aur for Taros, ‘é
4

EEE

T

+  but realised wmisteke and wont on to Taroa wizd Lecause of
olovd coverege ne bomb run was made, Intercepticn by 12 to
16 Zekes, of which two werd shot down, two probedbly ahot
dewn snd ond-was dameged. The B=24's exponded 4,230 rounis
of .50-cal. ammunition, None of the B-24's was dmmsged, '
, {Mvon 7AF Consolidated Mission Report 7, 18 Hov. 45.) 5

17 Hove 43 TARAWA - Thres B-24's of 431zt Bawb Squedren in de;iight
misaion over Betle f-zpped 40 x 100-1b, demolition bombs on
rupeny ond berrecka {rom 2,500 foet, in sddition to strafing
durliug bemb run. AA mesger but dosurate, osusing miner
dsxage t6 omo sirplans. {Adven T AF Misclon Report 10,

20 Hov. g.)

MILIE ~ Six B-247's of 431st Bowb Squadron and six of 42d Bomb

Squadrop in diylight bombing srd’resonneissance miscion over
Mille from Funafuti, Three nirplenes were abortive besause

INFORMATION: P,

. CT T

L
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N 17 Nov. 45 of ongim truublc. Nine dropped 24. x 500~1k.. and 66 x 100~1b.
X (Contd) demoliticn beabs, with hits on-rwoey snd efrfield installa-

' tions. AA moderate amé Zairly scourate, causing minor demage
to four B=24's. (Adven TAF Missica Report §, 20 Nove 43.)

(. NALOELAP - Hino D-24's of 26¢th Bomb Squwdiron st Canton staged
thru Baker in deylight bombing and photo mission sgainst
; Taroa. One was sbortive beosuse of gasoline leak. Eight
2 dropped 12 x 500~1b. GP bcabs and 20 x 20-1b. fragmentation
) olusters froam 8,000 to 10,000 feet, All of the GPs and 950
por cent of the Zrags hit the target, Imterception by 15 to
18 Zekos. Medium and heavy AA, accurate as to sltitude but
trailing. Oue badly damsged B-24 orash-landed st Beker,
hitting a peried P40 snd somplstely destroying both. Two
- other B-24's wors dmmsged. (Advon TAF Supplement to ission
Report 9, 22 lov. 43.)

_ Three B=24ts of 27th Bomb Bquadrom arrived at Kancwmes,
- bringing eir echelon to full sirength. (History of 27th
Bexb Squedron to 31 Mar. 44.) -
18 Nov. 43 UILLE~TARAWA « Eleven B-24'a of 2Tth Bomb Squadron and 11 of
38tk Bagb Squedron assigned mission against Wotlje frcm
Nenomen. Weather oconditions prevented resching primary
sarget. Ninetsen B~24's dropped 40 x 500-1b. spd 60 x
100=~1bs GP benbs zud 7668 & 29-1b. fragmentatlion clusters on
Mills, 90 par cent on ilsland. AA intsnse and accarate,
csusing minor damage 4o Yseveral' alrplauss.” Two B-24's
drapped 500= apd 100=1b,..GP toanbs on Tarswe frem 12,000
feat, with bembs hitting Betio. Betio sppoared badly bombe
soarred exd po ecbivity wom s.vparent. (Advon 7AF Mission
Report 31, 20 Nov. 45.) L.
19 Yov., 43 TARAWA ~ Ten B=24's of 98tk Boxb Squsdron, nine of 43lst
. Pomb Squedron, snd ene each from Eesdquarters 1lth BDemb
. ~ Group ard Eesdquarters VII Bomber Command, in daylight
bembingand reconnaissance mission over Tarsws. OCne B-24
asbortive bheonuse of gesoline leak, Remalning sirplanes
éropped 60 x 20=1b, frsgmentatlion sclusters, 80 per qemt In
tergots 9 x 500-1b. GF bowbs, 100 per cent Iin target: and
150 x 100-1b. GP's, 50 per oent in target. Bombing
altitudes ware from 1,500 to 11,000 feot. Intense and
' . scowrote medivm snd light AA demaged four B=24's, and
: ) omaocd such extensive damuge 36 o f£ifth av to cause it to
g orash-1and at Nanomea. (Advon 7AF Mission Report 12,
| (L .22 Hove 43.) '

MAKIN ~ Nine B=24'n of 27th Bomb Sqmdron sand three of 36tk
Baeb Squadron, ir daylight mission over Makin from Nenomee,
) -dropped 81 x 500-1b. demclition bembds end 45 x 126-1b, - -

pC 4 fngmnt.tion clustears from 10.000 Te 10,400 foet, with

1 0

i 2 ) ' 7 Az 2 St ;% 5(-0,,.\ iy
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19 Xove 45 55 psr cont of the demos and 86 per oent of the frags hitting
-~ (Comtd) the target. Light, mesger AL caused no demage. One Bw24
3 " orached and burnsd when landing at base, (Mwn 7A7 Mission
s . Roport 13, 21 Nov. 43.)

. L 21 Nov. 43 NAURU ~ Poeur B-24's of 38th. Bomb Bqusdron, with two Navy

¥E4Y photo planes, in daylight micsion over Hewru from ,

Eancemer . dropped 80 x 100-1lb, GP bombs from 20,000 fest, !
gotting hits on boat basin and rumway. AA light and insccurate,

t ozuging no dsmsge. (Advor 7AF Mission Report 14, 24 Nov. 45.)

EATRU = 8ix B=24%'s of 451lst" Boub 8quedren in daylight mission

1 . over Nauru iras FPumfuti. Two sbortive becsuse of mechanical

' - malfvnotions. Four dropped 80 x 100-lh, GP bembs from 9,500
to 11,000 feet, 56 per cent hitting rumways and installetiems.

H Medium and heavy AA inacourste, causing no dmmage. {(Advon

| 7AF Mission Report 14A, 22 Nove 43.) - :

HAURU =_Sevon B«24's of 424 Baxmb Sgusdron in daylight mission

over Naura from Paoafutl dropped 45 x 500-1b.GP bambs from

9,800 to 15,000 feet, of whioch 34 hit fuel storsge and

revetmomt avess, Hedium and heavy, scourate AA damaged thres
" airplanes., (Advon 7AF Missien Report 143, 23 Nove 45.)

T

i 23 Mov, 43 JALUIT ~ Bight B«24'c of 98th Bomb Squl.dm in daylight

y aission over Jaluit frem Jurufetau., Two sbortive due to
moochaniosl malfumctions. Six dropped 42 x 500-1u GP boubs

j from 11,000 foot, with only six bambs hitting target. MNeager,
'.!.nuoura.to Al caused minor damage to two B-248, Three Rufes
wors ssen alrborno over Serget, but there was no interaeption. :
{Mvon TAF Mission Report 18, 26 Nov. 43.)

T

&8¢ Nove 45 MILLE ~ Eleven B+24's of 26th Bowd Squadron, with four B-24's
frox 5824 Boud Squadion attached, stsged through Baker to
drop €0 x 100-1b, and 42 x 500-1b, GF bomhe on Mille fram
11,000 to 12,000 feot. Twenty~two of the 500% and nine of

, the 100% wore sean to hit the target. Interception by 8 to
i 12 Zekoe, Hexpe,.and Tonys, tho pilots of which seemed

1 inexperiensed and unaggresaive. Two Zekess were shot down
and two were probably shet down., AL was mesger. <ms B-24

3 ) was dmgod by !1 bz firs.  (Advon 7AF Mission Report 15, .
24 Nav. o) . .

M o e ey

e
T
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2] e TN AT AN T

Geound oonslon of 50th Baab Group samd 384k Bomb Sguadron
arrlvoed at Nanamse. An sdvanae perty fros the 30th Bowd
L . Group had arrived 1 Nov. 43., (History of 30th Bomb Group
to°S1 Mere 443 History of 35th Bomb Squadron to 31 Nar. id.)
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26 Yov. 45 MALOELAP ~ Ten B=24's of 27th Bomb Squadron and 12 of 58tk
. Bomb Squadron in daylight mission over Tarca from Nanases,
. Two wore aboriive, ono of whigh never returned. Iwenty
. dropped 20 x 500=1b, axd 228 x 100<1b 4GP bombs fros 10,000
+o 11,600 foet, 80 per cont in hangay aroa and rumways
- {: adjnoent shoreto. AA modorate, imacourate, snd trailing.

- Two Zekes intercepted tha 27th, which was the first squsdron

. . over ihs tapget. -One Zoke was probebly destroyed. (Adwon
; 7AF Missicn Report 17, 26 Kov. 43.)

o 27 Fove 43 NILLE = Nine Be24ts of 98th Bomb-Squadron in deylight mission
azgainst Mille frem Nukufetsu. Ooe choriive dus to mechanical
malfunstions, Eight dropped 196 x 100-1b. GF bombs from .
- 8,800 to 12,50CG fast, with 188 hitting the islanid. Al meager
ad inasourats, onusing ne demsge. O Zeke made one [iss at
s B=24 but 414 no dmgo (Advon 7AF Mission Report 13,
28 Nov,. “.)

28 Nov. 453 NAURY = Eight Be24's of 358th Bowb Squadron and thres of 27th
Bomb Squedror in daylight mission over NHauru from Nenwmes
dropped 24 x HOU~1b. and 240 x 100-1b, GF pembs. Damege wasz
undeterninnsd bscause of oleuds, A reager brt acourats,
sausing nminoer dmmge to three Be24t's. (Advon TAF Mission
Roport 19, 29 Hov. 43.)

The 4Gth Fighter Squedron srrived at Nancmes, havin; depearted
Balor on 28)]!07. 1943, (History of 45th Fi;htcr Squedron to
31 Har. &4,

30 Nov. 43 MALOELAP - Ton B-24't of 58th Homb Squadyrom and -1ght of 27th
Bomb Squadron,asoompanied by two Navy FB4Y phote planes, ¢
aszigned to daylight mission over Maloslap from Nanomen.

FNona of the anirplanss roached the target becauss of weather
conditionss Two B-24'a dropped 12.x'500=1b,GP bombs on small

- cargo vessel near Taroa, getting nesr misses. {Advon 7AF
: ¥ission Roport 20, 2 Deos. 43.)

HALOEIAP - Ten B-24's of 3924 Bemb Bquadron at Canton staged
through Beker in strike sgainst Maloslap. They dropped
© B0 x §00-1b. GP bombs frem 11,000 to 12,000 fest, o1 whioh
. 54 hit terget eres :u Tercs. Interception by 35 to 4O Zakes, -
o ef vaatoh 11 vere-shot dewn, nine rrooably shot down, and four

e demaged in running attaok lasting 38 minutes. AL scocurate arz
B . te height, bursting in fromt of formaticae They also
- sncountersd what were thought to be serial bombs. Three orew
: éh " members received minor wounds, dut nons of the B-2£'3 was
- dsmeged. (Advon 7AP Supplemsnt to Misslen Report 20,

5 Daco “I) -
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1 Dec. 43 MILLZ ~ Sevon B~Z4's of 424 Homb Bquadren in daylight strike
; sgeinst Millo from Fuuafuti. Three werv abortive. Four on
individval runs droppod 24 x 500~-lb GP bambs from 9,000 te
) - 9,50Q fest, Cloud coverage preventsd cbservation of dimage.
v —  AA mesger and inacourate, sausing no dimege. Ome B-24 4id
Coo not return after leaving target. (Advon TAF Mission Report
! 21, 2 Meo. 45.) .

§

AT, - 5 NPT R,

. 4 Dos. 45 MILLE - Fifty-eight B-24's of VII Beober Command assigned

i daylight miszion againat Mille. Twenty-four siroraft of the
.. _. 2Tch and 35th Boad Squadrens teok off from Nencmes,-but

. falled to resch target beceuse of front encsountered sanroute.

4 i Remaining 34, consisting of 12 of the 28th Bomd Sguedren, 190

!

o

v L

of the 451lst, G of the 98th and 4 of the 3924, dropped

450 x 200-Iby and 108 x 500-1bs GP bombs from 7,000 to )
14,000 feet, 50 per oent in target. AL mesger %e moderate, 3
end inaccurats to acourate, csusing miner dsmage to five. 3
B-24%'s. Distanse flom: 1,680 miles. (P/B VII BC Mission
Report 22, 7 Doo. 45.)

NAURU - Bight B-24's of 42d Bemd Squadron acocmpanied by ane
Hevy PBAY photo plane, in daylight mission egainst Hauru

from Funafuti, dropped 48 x 600~lb, GP bembs from 12,00 to
13,000 feot, with all bembs hitting on or near assigmed -
¢ targets. Oue large fire was visible for 60 to 75 miles ot

10,000 foot. Mosger ond inmcourats 4A cevsed ainor ﬂ.mgo i
to one B-24. (Adwon TAF Mission Repert 25, § Dec. 45.)

7 Dec 43  MALOELAP - Eight B-24's of 98th Bomb Squadron in dewn mission .
over Taroe from Hukufetau. Iwe falled to resch the terget.
Six droppel 38 x §00-lb. GPF bombs from 12,000 to 14,000 feet,
“with 14 hitting islsnd. AA moderate and inscourate. Inter
ception by % to 10 Zokes which made 25 to 30 passes. Ome o
Zels wes shot down, rtwo were probably shot down, and one was v
poazibly demaged in a 24-minute, fight, Two B-24's were
demaged. Quo of the B-24'%a, failing to resch the target,
dropped 8 x 5600-1b. GP bombs on Mille froa 8,800 feet, 100
por oont on the lsland, AL intense and sccurate as +o - .
altitude, but trailing, The 28th Bomb Squadron wes scheduled
to participate in tiis strike, but did not toke off from
Baker bocenss of weather oenditions there. (F/E VII BC
Hission Report 244, 8 Doo. 4%.)

R R FUPE | = PR S K- M

D A T PR S,

8 Dese 43 MILLE - Blovon B-24's et 28th Bomb Sausadron st Canton staged
( through Baker for o daylight strike at ¥aloelap. Beosuss of
the wealher and spproaching darkness, it was deo.tdod to
strike the slternete target, Mille, whare 318 x 100-1lb. GP
bombs were droppsd from 7,000 te 8,000 feet, 100 per asent on 3
the island, AL intonse snd o.souuto, aud showed an inersasa
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8 Dec. 43 iIn smount and efficlency since previous mission. Inter-
(Contd) asption by 10 to 12 Zekes, Bamps, ard Osoars, which wire
airborne when formaticn arrived at target, and whish made
- aggressive passes before, during, and after bocd runs.
Asrial bombs were dropped. Four Be24's were demeged. Th»
( bozbers axpended 12,600 rounds of +60-0sl. szmunition. Ko
- fighters were dostroyed. Distance ﬂowm 2,794 niles,
(F/B VII BC Mission Report 248, 15 Poo. 43.)

T S ey v | et o e
&

gl JALUIT = Bleven B-24's of 27th Boob Squadron and eleven of
- 35th Bomb Squadren in missien sgeinot Bmid) from Nancees.
Ons sirplane oould not get bomb-bey docrs open over Emidj,
{ therefore iropped 8 x 500~1b. GP bombs on Pimglap., Twenty-
5 one B-24's dropped 80 x 600-1b, sod 330 x 100-1b. GP bombs on
’ Emid], 66 per cont in target aress. A large fire was ctacted
k in hanger sres. AA menger to moderate, and scourste as to
g beight, dut trailing., Kone of the B«24's was damaged.
' (F/B VII BC Misszion Report 256, § Deo. 43.)

9 Psoe 43 MILLE - Ten Be=24's of 42d Bomdb Squadron snd nine of 431?
Boeb Squadron in mission sgeinst Mille fram Funafuti dropped.
60 x 500~1b. spd 235 x 100~1b, GP bembs fram 8,000 to
16,200 feot, 85 por cont in or nes> target aress. AA moderaie
and izacourats. SiE Zekos Antersspted first plenes over

3 target, snd by time lest planes were over, the mumber had-

; inoreased to 16, JAerial bombs were dropped. Five Zekes were

destroyede Six B-Z4's received minor dmgo. (r/E VII BC

. Hiuion Report 26, 1l Dec. 45.)

12 Dos. 43 JA;LUIT = Thirty-nine B-Z4's of 27th, 38th, 424, -and 98th Bomb
Squadrons “in dayiight strike at Jaluit from Punafuti,
Tukufetau, and Henomsa. Fourteer did not reach the target
bsoenss of the woather or mechanical diffioulties. Twenty-
five dropped 420 x 100-1ba., 51 x £00-1b., and ¢ x 1,000-1b.
GP bombs frem 300 to 15,000 fest, Results were undotermined,
zlthourh most of the-bauba probably fell on Emid] whers fires
were started and_several gun positions were silenced by low-

level nttacks ond s o Al moderate and fairly aoccurate,
demaging two B=24's. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 29,
14 Deo. 43.) .

13 Deo. 43 TOTJE ~ Eleven Be24's of 3924 Bowd Squadron sssigned deylight
attuck on Turoa fram Canton. One was abortive becauss of
oxoossiva gas aonsurpticn. Tem attecked the alternate target
of Wotle, dvopping 60 x 500-1b. OGP bowbs froem $,000 to _

i 10,000 faet, 95 per cent in targets AL mesger snd inmsourete.
One B=24 was dumaged by AA o by & domb which exploded several
hundred feet below the airplane after roluu. (F/B VI BC
Mission Report 20, 17 Dec. 43.) -

14 Doo. 43 _MALOELAP ~ Eleven B-24's of the 451st Bamb Squedron, and
seven of tho 424 Bomb Squadron with 'bhroc of the 98tk
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14 Dos. 45 Taroa. Two falled to take off from the staging dbase, and
{Contd) = two were sbortive. Sixteen dropped 366 x 100-1b. and 12 x
§00~1hs GF bambs frem 3000 to 14,000 feet, %0 per oent on
island, sterting oumerous fires. One sirplane salvoed its -
- lead of 20 x 100~1lb, GP bBombs in water. Al mesger to
( modersts, and insocurates Interoeption by 15 fighters,

- nostly Zekes, of which two were destroyed, four were
Frobably destroyed, and seven were dsmsged. Two B-24's wers
damaged. Distanoe flowns 58th, 2,585 statubs miles; 424 and
431st, 2,706 stetute miles. (F/E VII BC Missioz Report 52,
17 Dec. “.) ) h

ST L, (IR TR Y -, R

A%,

Pilots snd sirpleanes (P=39's) of- 724 Fighter Squadron syrrived
st Makin aboard an siroraft carrier. (History of 72d Fighter
_ Squadrom, to 3 Mar. 44.)

15 Deos. 45 WOLJE - Eleven B-24's of 26th Bomb Squadron at Centon staged
through Baker on mission sgeinst Wotje. Oue was abortive
becmuse of engine trouble,- Ten dropped 60 x 500~1b. CP
bombs from 15,000.-tc 16,000 feet, with 60 per cent hitting
, within 1,000 feet of aiming point. Ak moderate and i
: inacourete. Ohe B~24 wes slightly demsged. Distence flowni

3,100 statute miles. (¥/E VII BC Mssion Repart 31,
! . 17 Dac. 43,)

MALOELAP -~ Eleven B-24's of 27th Bomb Squadron end 11 of S8th -
Bemb Squadron in strike at Terca from Henomes, (wme mifplane
was sbortive beonuss of mechenioa) mslfunctions, One
Jotticonad boshs after being hit at start of bonb run, and
“emothor Jettisened baubs in order to be able to protect it,
Total berk load of all 22 planes wes-430 x 100~1b. end 18 x
500=1b. GP bombs. Thowe sctuslly dropped over island were
80 per cent ir the target. Bambing rans wers made from
3,500 to 8,600 feet. Intercoption by 16 to 30 Zekes and
Hsmps, with Iigh¢ begimning es far as 10 miles from targst,
Enemy dropped 40 to 60 serial bembs. Two_enemy planes were
destroyed, two probably destroyed, snd seven dsmaged. Seven

) B-24's wore domaged, and one was destroyed. {F/E VII BC
Miasion Haport 33, 17 Dec, 43,)

J———

17 Dec. 43 MILLE ~ Elever B-24's of 451at Banb Squadrom, end 10 of 98th
Bomb Squadron with one of 424 sttached, sssigned raid om
Meloslape Airplanes of $8th and 42¢ Bomb Squadrons took off
in wafevorable westher.” As the weather continued unfavorsble,
the 431st Bomb» Squadron did not take off snd the 98th was
€ recalled. Ope sirplane aid »w: hesr recall and wemt to
4 alternate targei, Milie, to drop 20 x 100=1b, CF bLuxbs on

rumrey, from 20,000 fest, Ne AA. (F/R VII BC Mission Report
55‘ 2]l Dec. 13.

- ESInTTe ;
= ECURITY INFORMATION, - -
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

17 Dove 45 The 41st Bowd Group (]() errived at Tarsws from Oshu.
- - (Comtd) -~ (Eistory of #let Buab Group, to-31 Mar. 44.)

I PP, U S G -FPT L |

) Pollowing arrived at Makiny groumd schelen of nls'bh Fighter
Squadron and 18 new A-24ts of 63lst Fighter-Bauber Squadron.
( Thone eirplanes were sent from Oehu, The wir echelon of
- 551st Fighter-Bowber Squadrop had errived et Mekin from
. Centon by 22 Deo. 43. (History of 48th Fighter Squadron to 3
31 Mar. 44; History of 631st Fightor Bquadron to 31 Nar. 44.) k

hak 'Y

18 Dsc. 43 MILLE - Fifteen B-24's took off from Hancmes to attack
Maloslap in attempt to oomplete missien of the previous day.
One was sbortive because of supercherger troubie. Remalining
14 found Maloelnp olosed in snd went to Mille to drep 285 x
100=1b, end l2 x 500-1b. 4P bombs fram 1,500 to 12,000 feut.
Foma of thy 500~1h, bomba hit tho target, but all except 16
of the 100~1b. bombs hit. AA intenss and socurate. Inter-
ception by 4 to 8 Zekes, Hsmps, snd Tonys, which dropped
.saorial bozba, One Tony destroyed. Seven B-24'z were
dsmaged, 1) orew members wounded, end one killed. Ono of
the damaged B-24's orashed on lwnding. (F/E VII BC Missien
Report 36, 21 Dec. 45)

MITLE = Thirtoen A-24'z of 531at Fighter<Bember Squedron in
nission pgzainat buried-astores srow at Mille, Ous abortive

bocouse of sngine trouble. %welve draoppeé 24 x 500-1b. GP -
boubs, hitting rumway, oil and smmunition storege areas.

The 2A-247¢ were esoortad by nine P-39's of 72d Fighter

Squadron and asven of 48th Pighter Bquedren. IThres of the

724 sbortive because of engine trouble. Remaining six

maintained oloze oover for ths A-24's, sxpending 4,000

rounds of .60-~celiber somunition strafing ruwsys fram

1,000 foet, anc dmanging 2 te 3 Zekes on the ground, Adr-

planes of the 4&5th Fighter Squadron strafed gun positions snd
rumways with 125 rounds of .G¥-mm. smmmnition. One P-39 was

lost oparctionally. Distance flowna 485 atatute miles. . ‘
{6318t Fighter-Bamber Squadron Mission Report 531-1, 18 Deo. .T-
453 VII FC Provisional Group Consolidsted Mimsion Reports, 3
13=31 Doo, 43.)

-y

PR LTI N7 S, ST )

MILLE - Eight P-39's ¢ 724 Fighter Squadren in strafingy and
recomnaissance mibsien over Milie wxpended 2,031 rounds of 5
«50-cel. and 45 rounds of 57-mm. smeunition. Two P-3¥'s K
were sbortive beosuse of engine trouble. Six Zekes were
dectroyed and three Jekes and one medium bomber wers damsged 2
on the ground. Mesger snd inmcsurate m saused ming: damage ;i

to two P-38's. (VII FU Provieiomal Group Consolidated

Micaion Beportﬂ. 18-31 Den. 43.)

e
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18 Dece 45 ENEMY ACTION - Two P=39%s of 724 Fighter Sgusdron went up
(Centd) to intercept snexy bombers over Makin tut made no contsot
wi

th enszy. (Jbldc)

. Ground echelen of 724 Fighter Sgquadron arrived st Malin from
(_' Oahue (mtm of 724 Figiter Squadron S0 31 Mar. 44.)

19 Dec. 43 MILLE ~ FPourteen F-39%s éf 724 Fighter S8quadrom in strafing
snd reconnaissenoe mission over Xille expended 3,528 rounds
of .50-onl. and 92 rounds of I7-wm. smmunition, destroying
‘three Zekns smd ons bomber om the ground, snd probably
igniting an o0il dumps Oue P=35 shot down by fairly intense
AA, and two P-3g's were damaged. Another P-3P crashed on
return-to Malin, (VII FC Provisional Group Consolidated
Mission Hoports, 18«31 Dec. .43.)

MILIE-MALOELAP ~ The 27th, 88th, snd 26th Bomb Sguadrons
assigned dsylight sttack on Maloelsps KNineteen B=24's,
son=isting of 10 of 27th axd nine of J&th, emoountersd
tropicsl front enroute to target, and barbed Mille with

B57 x 100=1b. GP bombs from 3,600 to 5,602 feet, 80 per cent
on the island. AL moager and inmcourste, One Zeke inter-
ceptod after planes left tho targe%, dropping twe phosphorous
bambs whioh—osused minor damage tc one B~24. Eleven B-24's
of 28th Bondb Squadron resched Msloelap,- One dld not drop
bembs because of rack mclfunctionses Ten dropped €0 x 600-1b.
6P bomba frem 8,000 to 9,000 feet, with 29 hits cbaerved.

AA acournts end int-ase, Interceptiem by 26 to X0 Zekes,
Earpz, and Osoars; which msde approximstely 50 sheoting
passes- axd Groppod aerinl bomba In & fight lesting #0
minutes. Seven Zokez vore probably destroysd and five were
domaged. Tom B-24's weroe demsged. Distanoe flowms 3,027
stetute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 38, 22 Decs 4%5.)

\ - ENEMY ACTIOR ~ Two P-33%s of 72d Pighter Squadren want up
= R to intercept enemy bembers over Makin, expendied 546 rounds
e of «80-onle and 11 rounds of I7-=x, mmumition, with no
reoults. Pnemy plapss Jettisoned bomby in osean. BSearoh- 3
lighte porsicted in ploking up P=33's., (VII FC Provisiomsl ;
Group Consolidotad Mission Reports, 18-351 Dese. 43.) ;

20 Deoc. 43 MALOELAP =~ Eleven B=24's of 3928 Bomb Squsdron staged
through Baker for daylight strike sgsinst Teroa. One B-24 :

, orashed at Beker and another could not “eke off bedausc

boab~bey doors would not olose. One was shortive boosuae

3 € of onginy trouble. Bight cropped 48 x 500<Ibe 4P bombs

from 8,000 to 8,F00 foct, 100 per cent in target ares,

y. AA intense and. moumtn, dmg:lng all of the B-24's and

g " - shooting dowpdeg qraeptic l.tondoffn-'b run by
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20 Doo. &3
{Contd)

21 Dec. 43

20 to 26 Zekos, with some pessible ‘.l‘ongm ‘and Hampe , of.
vhioh thres vere dastroyed,” four probsbly destroyed, and
nine demegod. (F/Z ULl BC Mission Repert 37, 22 Dec. 43.)

MALOELAP = Eight B~Z4's of 424 Bambd Squedron, with ons fru.
431st Bemd Squedron attschad, took off from Nancmss for
deylight strike.on Terca., One was shortive becsuse of
enginr trouble. Eight dropped 47 x 500-1b. GP bexbs from
10,000 to 12,500 feet, /0 per cext on island. AA intense
and acourste, Interception by appreximately 20 Zekes at
end of bomb run. Fighters were eirtorne and waiting for
formation to get through AL fire. BREaeny pilots were the
most aggressive the orews had encountered. Seven Zekes
were destroyed, and four ware probably deatroyed. One B-24
war dom ir wetor bessuze of fisk dwmage, and another nade
a orash-londing at Taraws for vhe ssme remson. Five other
B~2415 were demeged, Distsnce Flowms 2,076 statute miles.
(F/R VIT BC Supplement to Mission Report 37, 24 Dec. 43.}°

MILILE - Twalve P=§4%s of 724 Fightor Squadron in recon-
naisgance over Mille, primerily to cobserve shipping. No
shipping sighted.- (VII FC Provisional Group Comsolideted
Miszlon Reports, 18-31 Dec. 43,)

FRMY ACTICH - Throe P-39'a of 724 Fightar Squsdreon went up
o intsoroopt ensmy bombers over Mekin, petrolied over laland
ot 29,000 fest, but made mo contect with the enemy. (Ibid.)

EWAJALEIN ~ Four Be24's of 27th Bamb Squadron snd four of
38th Bexb Squsdron ezcorted four Navy FB4Y photo planes over
Fwajeloin fron Wanemez, One hundred twemty 100-1b GP bembs
wsroe dropped aa folicwn: 45 on Rol, 16 on Enruebing, 15
¥ajelein Isiend, 156 on shipping, 15 in water, emd 16
Jottiasoned. Intercepticn by eight Zekes snd one probable
Tony. Ons Zeko was demeged. AL xesgor and ocsused no
demage. Diotance flowns 2,400 stetute miles. (F/E VII BC,
Mission Report 38, 27 Deo. 43.)

JALUIT ~ Twolve A-24's of FSlst Fighter~Bowber Squadron
scoanpanied by 5 SBDW and 15 F6F, xttascked shipring sud
installations at B~!4J Islande Three A-24's dropped

6 x E00-Ib. CP bombs on shipping, leoaving ome 7,000~ton
oargo vossel sinking. KNine A-24's dropped 18 x 500~1b.

—— ——GP bazbs onr hangsr lins, dsmsging both hangars snd sesplons

bese, and atarting fire nser center of islsnd, Ak intense
but inascourate from Exidj. AW from ships end island
intensy and soocurste. One A-24 was ahot down, Distance
tlown: 590 stetute miles, (551st Fighter-Bomber Sgusdren
Mission Repor".'. 5312 21 Doc. 43.)
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i 21 Dee. 43 MNMIIYIE =~ Pour P-30!s of 724 Figater SQ:W“ A ‘!hich!m

{Contd) sbortive, in recommeissence over Mille for shipping. None
wes observed. (VII %O Provisional Group Consolidated Mission
- Reports, 18~31 Doce 45.) .

MIILE = Sixteen P-35's of 72d Fighter Squadron strafed fuel

dumps, shipping and AA positions at Mille with 5,278 rounis

of .ED-cal. snd 232 reunds of 57-mm, smmmitions Four to &

Zekes obgserved airborne. Two dropped phosphorsus bombs, but
4id no demage. (JIbid.)}

I :,.\T T
" ﬁ

22 Dece 45 NILIE - Elevsn A-24's of 53lat Fighter-Bomber Squsdron in

B Tt & s el e bkl e 4 e Rt e w um manl Ruaie el st wL o N

o daylight dive-bombing attack on lerge oargo vessel in Mille
3 lagoon from Makin., They dropped 30 x 500~1b. GP bombs from
¥, . 1,000 to 1,500 feet, 100 per cent on target or within 150 ~
3 feot of it. Last two plames reported thet smoke obscured

: the ghip. One A-24 jettisoned bumbs because of releass

" failure. AA meager to moderste and scourate, ceusing minor
L damsge 4o two A-24%, Ths dive bexbers were escorted by 16

P=50ts ond 16 FSFts. One Zske was shot down by the FEF's,

o one was probably shot down, snd oze was damaged. The P-33's
. were not interseptsd, Om pull=out, all A«Z4's sirafed gun ;
positions and barrascike with 60-6al. snd ,50-cal. smmumition. ;
(F/2_VIT BC Miscion Report 531-3, 2¢ Dec. 45.)

HILLE - Four P-38's of 7424 Fighter Squadron in rscommsissence = ~
- over Mille observed shipping in the lsgoon. {(VII FC Fro-
visionnl Group Conzolidated kission Raports, 18-31 Dec. 43.)
k
Ground Eshalon-of 48th- Bamb Equadren arrived at Apsmsma,
having deperted Oahu 2 Dao. 15435, (History of 48th Bomb
Squadren to 31 Ner. 44.)

R R P I

. omg

; 23 Deo. 43 MILLE - Ten A-24's of B3lat Fighter-Bomber Squadron essorted
i - by 20 P«~3B's of 72d Fighter Squedron in daylight dive-bambing
atteok on shipping at Mille., Four A-~24's dropped 12 x 500~
1b, GP bombs ¢n oargo veesol in lsgoon, with hits snd nesr
missod. Six dropped 18 x §500-1b, GP Doubs on shore instal-
lations et Mille, with prebable hits on AW positions. The
airplsnss dived from 10,000 feet, and pulled out &t 1,000
- foet, AW woderat: Lut trailing. Twelve of the P-39fs pro-
T vided high cover and eight provided low cover for the
formation. Intersaption by 6 to 7 Zekes, of whioh two were
doatroyed end one was dsmaged. The A-24's expended 900
rounds of .§0-cal. and 2,000 rounds of .50-cal. samunition.
(». The P=39's oxpended 1,753 rounde of .60-cal. swumition and
81 rounds of S$7-mm. smasnition. (F/E VIT BC Mission Report
651~4, 24 Dace. 43; VII FC Provislonal Group Consolidated
Mission Reports, 18-31 Dec. 43,) _ - e
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MILLE - Four P=-39%c of 754 Fighter Squadrem in reconnmissance
over Hille aftor A-24 attack cbserwved no AA, no sireraft, and
ro shipping. (VII PG Provisional Group Comsolideted Mission
Reports, 18~31 Dso. 45.) -

KWAJALEIN = Eleven B24': of 385h Bomb Squadron sud eight of
27th Bosb Squadron ttaged through Tarswa from Nanaies for .
stri’™s on Kwajslein. They dropped 167 x $00=1b. GF bomba
fran 12,000 to 14,600 fest on shipping in harbor snd on shore
installations on EKwajalein Island, One medium cergo vesssi
was observed sinking, and a direct hit wes soored on large
fuel dwep from which smoke was vielbls for 3% miles st
12,000 fuet. AA moager to moderste, and awourats to
inscourste, csusing minor demege to two B-24's. {¥/E VII

BC Miasion Roport 40, 24 Dec. 43.)

WOPJE~HALOELAP = Mine B-24ts of 26th Bomb Squadron st Camton
stazed through Balter for deylight strike sgainst WotJoe
Although the stoll wat olosed in, five sirplenes dsopped

30 x 500=1b. GP boubs from 14,000 %o 15,000 fest, 80 per pent
in or near ths tergeb. AA moderats and fa¥rly scourste. The
first and second flights ther flew to Meloslap and the remain-
ing four sirplanes dropped 24 x 560-1b, GF vombs from 14,000
to 15,000 feet, 100 per oent onr the target. AA intense and
soourato. The sosond £light becemo ssparated from the first
ard was intercepted by soout 26 to 30 Zokes, Oscars, and
Tonyd. In & battle lesting epproximately 35 mimutes, the.
fightors dropped 12 to 15 serinl bombs. (s Tony and three
Zakes weres destroyed, four Zekes were probably destroyed,
snd saven were demeged. Three B-24's were dsmeged, one crew
membar was killed, and five were injured. Distance flowns
3,100 otatute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 39,

27 Dage ‘.’.-3.)

Tho 4Tth Bomb Squadron, 4lst Bomb Group, arrived at Apamama,
having departed Ochu 3 Dec. it43. (Eistory of 47th Bowb
Squadron to 31 Mare 44.)

Enemy Actien ~ Eighteen P-39's of 46th snd 722 Tighter
Squadrons pirbor+z over Makin for 10-hour period to inter-
cept enemy bombors. They expended 368 rounds of ~50-oal.
and 13 rounds of 37-wwm. sxmunition, shooting down two Vala.
Ons P-39 wes lost operationally. (VII FC Provisional Group
Consolidated Mizsion Reports, 18-31 Dec. 43.)

WOTJS =~ Ten B=24's of -98th Bomb Squadron and 10 of 431st Bumb
Squedron staged through Tarswa for a daylight strike agaimst
Vot je. Two were.sbortive. Eighteen dropped 216 x 500-~1b.
GP boabs fram 12,000 to 15,000 feet, with 184 hitting the
island. Four Diry re obsarved. AA mesger snd inacourate,
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24 Dao. 45 ocausing no dewege. Distance flown: 1,175 stetute miles.
. {P/B VII-BC Missicn Report 41, 27 Des, 43.)
Ground echelons of the 396th Bomd Squedron and the 820th
Bomb Squadroz, 4lat Bomb Group, arrived at Tarswa, hasing
. (: - departed Oshu 18 Dec. 194¥, (History of 596th Bomb Squedrom,
to 31 Mer. 44; History of B20th Boub Squedron, to 31 lMar. 44.)

26 Dace 45 MILIE ~ Bleven A-24's of 53lat Fighter-Bomber Sguedron; %
excorted by 16 P=39's of 724 Fighter Squadron, conducted :
mission agelust Mille, One A~24 was abortive decause of

malfunotion of bewb relesse. Ten drapped 30 x 500-1b. GP 4
bombs, 26 of which hit rumway, smmunition storsge ares, and 2
an AA position. AA meager snd trailing, AW intense. Iwo &

" A=24'8 received minor demsge. Six P=39's were abortlve.

The remsinder expended 582 rounds of ,60-cel. and 35 rounds
of $7-mm. smmunition. None of the P-39's was dsusged.

(F/E VII BC Mission Report 551-5, 1 Jan, 443 VII FC Pro-
visional Group Comsolideted Mission Reports, 1831 Deoc. 43.)

230, LR At ik

: ENRMY ACTION = Twonbty-four P-39%s of 46th and 724 Fighter

! Squadrons, up to intarcept 12 Zskes flying over Makin, E
expended 118 rouuds of J50-cal. and 10 rounde of §7-mm.

smaunition. Oune P=39 wnr dsmaged. (VII FC Provisional

‘Group Connolidated liseion Reports, 18«31 Dac. 43,.)

Air achslon of B20th Bomb Squadron sarrived at Tearswa, having
dsparted Oshu on 23 Oso. 1943, (History of -820th Bomd
gquadron, to 31 Mar. ¢4.)

26 Deo. 43 WOTJE-MILLR « Elghtecs B-Z24's of 30th-Bomb Group staged
through Tarsre for raid on Wotje. Cne abortive beoause of

- losing formation. Bixteen reached primary target and
i N dropped 141 x BC0«lb. GP bombe on Wotle, 24 on first islend
) I north of Wotje, and 24 on small vessels iz lagoon. One
E-24 droppad 12 x 500~1b. GP bombs on Mille, resulis
uncbserved. AA at Wotje moderate sud soocurate. Intsroeption
i at Wotjo by § to 8 Zokes, of which cns was destroyed and two

wore dsmsged. Two B-24's wore shot down by Zekes and one
was badly demaged., Distanoce fiowns 2,242 statute miles.
(r/B VII BC Missicw Heport 42, 29 Dec. 45.)

i MILIE = Four P-39ts of 72d Fighter Squsdron xmade recon-

, ) < naisssnce of Mille fyrem 16,000 to 24,00C Pest. No shipping,
. aireraft, or AA observed. (YVII FC Provisionsl Group

' 'v[_ Consolidated Mission Reporus, 18«51 Dea, 43.)
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26 Doces #3 MILLE - Pour P=50's of 724 Fighter Squadron in strefing enmd ;
(Comtd). recomnsissanss mission over Mille oxpended 861 rounds of
250~081. snd 25 rounds of 37-sm. smmunition, with results
wncbasrved. Mesger AW caussd no damage. (Ibjd.)

( The 42d Bomd Squadron departed Funcfuti for return to Oahu.
(History of 42d Bemb Squadron, to 31 Mar. 44.)

27 Dec. 43 MILLE = Four P«39'x of 72d Fighter Squadren in reconnals~
ponoe ovor Xills observe! o airoraft or sotlvity., Ruwways
! eppesred to Be in good condition. (VII FC Provisional Group
| Consolidated Mission Reports, 18-51 Deo. 43.)

Four P-39%s of 72d Fighter Squadron up over Malkin to inter-
cept enemy bombers. They got only flesting glimpse of The
enemy, (Ibid.)

Alr eohalen of 4Gth Fighter Squadron moved fram Canton to
Mokin. (HEistory of 46th Fighter Squadron to 31 Mar. 44.)

28 Decs 43 MNILLE - Hine B-25's of 820th Bomb Squadron at Tarswa
— rendesvoussd with 12 P-39's of 724 Fighter Squadron at ™~ -
(e T Makin for attack on Mille. The B-26's dropped 6 x 600-1b.
GP bembs oxd 33 parschute frogmentatliom olusters, in
eddition to firing 188 x 75-mm. shells, 60 per osat of
which hit targot eron. AA mosger to moderate and inaccurate.
Toro B=26%s vere dsmaged. The P-33% flew at BOD fest in
. _ close formstion, beosuse of poor visibility. They sxpanded
. .. &n uvareported smount of smmunitlion in strafivg, silencing
ous gun position. Distance flown: 830 statute miles.
(F/B VII BC Mission Report 44, 1 Jan. 445 VII F{ Provisional
Group Comsolidated Miszsion Reports, 18-31 Dec. 45.)

DAy SRV -7 51

MILIE - l‘mn'by-.ﬁvo b~247s of 531st Fighter-Bomber Squadron,
cagortod by 24 P=38%s of 48th amd 72d Fighiter Squadrons, ¢
condusted mission sagainst Mllle. Seven A=24's were abortive
bacnauce of a front ensountered 100 miles from bLase. RBlghtoen

" droppad 52 x 500=-1b. and 22 x 100=1b. GP bowbs from 1,500

to 3,000 feet, with hits on or nsar gur emplacemonts and on
rurways. Weather conditions obsscured results of most bombs.
AA mesger to modersce snd trailing. Three A-24's reseived
‘minor demage. Four P-39's returned with the ebortive A-24's.
The remainder expend>d 1,000 rounds of »60-cal. wmunition.
A% moderste. (F/E VLI BC Mission Report 5318, 5 Jan. 44;

v VIT PC Provisional Group Conrolidated Mission Reports,
{_ 18=5) Dec. 43.)

[ AL

g Py b

MALGELAP - Ten B-24's of 26th Bowb Sguedron, 10 of 43lst Eomd
Squadron, and nine of 98th Bomb Squadron essligned mission .
against Maloalap. Seventeen were aborti bumo of weather

SR DR
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¥ 28 Dece 43 oonditions. Five dropped 30 x 500-1b. GP bowbs on barracks,
i (Contd) o1l storage, and shop sreas st Taroe, 100 per oent iu target,
Five dropped 60 x 6CO-1b. GPs on Derrit Islend, Mojuro, 42
in target ares. Two dropped 24 x 500-1b, @Ps on Mll=.

- Intonse, insccurato AA at Mille. Interception by 35 te 40
( - Zeken over Msloslep, and by four Zekes snd two fonys at
- Majuro, Soven enemy fighters wore destroyed, eoight probably
destyoyed, and six dussged. Cne B-24 was destroyed, and one
missings Oue B-24 received major dsmage snd eight miner
demage. Distaunce flowns 5,020 statute miles. (P/E VII BC
Missien Report 43, 3 Jan. 44.)

oy e w

MALOELAP - Right B-24's of 3924 Bomb Squadron staged through

Haker for ettsck on Tarom. Two were sbortive. Three dropped

18 x 500-1ba GP bombs in target sres, snd threes jettironed

: 18 x.500=1b. GPs. Intercepticn by 10 to 12 Zekes, of which

N ane wes destroyed, snd thres were probebly destroyed.: AL
moderate and sccurate. Four B-24's wers damsged. Distanze

; nm;m 5,000 miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 45, 11 Jen.

i “c T

29 Dace 45 MILLE - Eight P-39's of T2d Fighter Squadron, in two £1ights
of four enoh, flew roconnsissance missions owver Hille,
obsorving no ectivity st oither time. (VII FC Provisloma]

, Group Consolideted Mission Reports, 18-31 Deo. 43.)

30 Dea. A KWAJALEIN - Bightesn B=24's of 30th Bamb Group staged through
Tarswa for attesk o1 Iwajaleln. One was sbortive bsosuse of
{rnmtrumont failure in frootal weather. Iwo dyropped 24 x
500-1bs GP bogbs on shipping st Ewajalein, getting near-
nisses. ~Four dropped 48 x 500-1b, GPs on Fbeye Island,
80 por oent in terget area. Eleven dropped 1352 x 500-1b.
GPs on Bigej, which was mistaken for Eveye, SO per et in
targets AA from shore moderate and imsocurate, from naval
vosgela intenso and aoourstes “Oue B-24 recelived ninor damege.
. Distemoe flowns 2,400 ntatits milea, (F/E VII BC iMission
Rﬁp@ﬁ 45, & Jon. “') . . -
JALUIT - Nine B-25's of 8320th Bomb Squadrom in daylight,
low-lavsl mission ngsiast Jaluit from Tarswa. Issort of
oight FEF's lost .uatsct enroute. The B-25's dropped 16 x
£00~1b. GF bembs apnd 15 x 100«lb. parschute fragmsmtation
d clusters, in sddition to firing 91 x 76-sm. shells. AW
seattored wnd inscsurste, causing no dsmege. Distance
flown: 800 statuto miles. (¥/B VII BC Missien Report 48,
g». 1 Jen. “o) _
| - MILIE - Twonby-five A-24's of E31st Fighter-Eombor Sgqusdron,
| escorted by 24 P-39's of 724 and 46th Fighter Squadrons,
oondusted deylight dive-bambing atteck sgeimst Mille fram
Mekin. The A-24's dropped 53 x 500wibutj. and 22 x 100-1b.
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30 Doo. 48
(Contd) -

GP. baxbs frem 1,500 to 2,000 feet, with 66 hits in targel

erons.

AA after divee intense, but trailing.

s 4-24 got

20~mm. hole in righh wing tip.

The P-39's expended 1,021

R

- -rounds of 50 oal, and 53 rounds of 57-aum. ammumition, ond
encountered no AA. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 651-7,
14 Jon. 445 VII FC Frovisiomal Group Consclideted Mission
Reports, 1831 Dec. 43.)

51 Dec. 43 MILLE ~ Four P-39'c esslgred to reoccnnaissancs over Mille
roturzed ebortivo twice, once beocause of transmitter trouble,
end onoe beapuse of tho weather. (VII FC Provisional Grouwp
Conmolidatod Miszion Reports, 18«31 Dea. 43.)
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B 1. Jan. 44  MILLE - Four P-39's of Lbth Fighter Squadron in reconnaissance
g - miasion over Mille expended no ammnition. Observed two

4 small boats in lagoon. Meager AA accurate as to altitude,
but trailing. (VII FC Provisional Group Consolidated Mission
i1 C Reports, l-16 Jan. kk.) . . .

PR S SN T UL ST L

o MILLE ~ Sixteen P-39's of 72d Fighter Squadron in strafing
g~ mission over Kllle expended 3,830 rounds of .50-cal. and 159
: rounds of 37-mm, ammnition. Cne amall boat was seversly
; damaged, and one was leff in sinking condition. MNeager AA
‘ . caused no damage., (Ibid.)

2 Jan, Li MALOELAP -~ Nine B«24's of the 431st Bomb Squadron and seven

! of the 98th Bumb Squadron staged through Tarawa in daylight

4 atback on shipping at Wotje. Two B-24's were abortive. The

b remainder did not sight shipping, but instead of attacking

. flot je, the secondary target, they attacked Taroca, dropping

& 124 x 500-1b. GF bomhe from 16,700 to 17,500 feet. Reason

B for attacking Taroa unknown, because flight leader was lost.

g - A4 intense and accurate, -The 43lst Squadron was intercepted
by LO fighters, mostly Zekes, with some Hamps and Tonys. The
98th was intercepted by 20 to 30 Zekea, plus a few Tonys. In
a running fight lasting approximately 50 minutes, 14 fighters
were destroyed, 1l were probably destroyed, and 8 were damaged.

Two B-24's erashed near the target, and one crash-landed abt

nr ) Arne Atoll. Four B-24's sustained major dumage, and six, miner

X damage, Distance fiown: 1,380 Statute miles. (F/E VII BC

Consolidated Mission Report 47, 7 Jan. hh.)

YRS

VY JAIUIT - Nine B=25's of 820th Bomb Squadron in daylight,
low-level mission agdinst Jaluit from Tarawa. Heavy showers
prevented 41l planes from getiing over the target., Eight
fired abeut 110 rounds of 75-mm. amunition and five dropped

|« 19 x 500-1b, GP bombs from 50 to 100 feet, with hits on
i Enybor, Emidj, and Jabor. AA and.AY meager, inaccurate and.
1 trailing. However, one B-25 was destroyed-over target when
4 . its right wing fell off and it exploded, probably as the

- result of A\ fire, and two other airplanes received minor
N damage from AA. Distance flown: 800 statute milcs. (F/E
VII BC ¥ission Repurt 48-A, 4 Jan. bi.)

MILLE - Four P-39%e of 72d Mighter Squadron in strafing
: mission over Mille expended 670 rounds of .50-cal. and 43
rounds of 37-mm.-ammunition, getting further hits on boats
Q hit by previous strikes. No AA. (VII FC Provisional Group
Consolidated Mission Reports, 1-16 Jan. ki) -

T T
P

MITIE - Four B-39ts of Lbth Fighter Squadron assigned recon~
naissance mission over Mille were abortive because of the
weather. (Ibld.)
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3 Jem. 44

4 Jan. 44

MILIE = Twonty-four A=-24's of B3lst Fighter Bamber Squsdron,
osooriod by 24 P«39ts of 46th and 724 Pighter Squedron, in
dsylight divo-bembing wission over Kille from Makin dropped

18 x 100~lb., 45 x 600~1b,, and 9 x 1,000-1b. GP bombs,

B5 per cent ir target ares, with direet hits on heavy L
positions and on radic position. The push-over was from

8,000 to 9,000 feet, with pull-out at 2,000 fest. Two of the
P=59ty sere sbortive. Remainder expended 1,750 rounds of
+50=col. oand '10Z rounds of J7-um. ssmunition, dmosging ons
twin-engine and two single-snzine plenes on the ground. Blmek
smoke noted in oil storege aress. “AA and AN xesger to moderate,
and trailing. Cpse P-59 lost itc tali in dive and orashed.

Oue A-24 sustained miner demsge. (F/E VII BC Mission Report
5518, 21 Jer, 443 VII FC Provisional Group Consolideted
Missicn Reports, 1=16 Jan. 44.}

MILLE - Four P~39'as of 724 Fighter Squadron in rsconnaisssnce
over Nille, expended no sxumnitien. Obgerved one twin-engine
plans on the ground. (VII FU Provisional Group Consolidsted
Mission Roports, 1-16 Jan: 44.)

ENENMY ACTION - Ton P=39's of 48th Fighter Squadron up st
verious times during dsy to intereept onsmy planss over Mskin,
but et no time did they make combescte. (Ibid.) - ™~

JALUIT ~ BEightosn B-24'e of the-27¢k srd 38th Eomb Squedronz
stoged through Torsr to drop 253 x € x 20-1b. fragmentation
olustors med 100 x 34 x 4~lb. incendiery clusters on Emid)
from 8,300 %o 11,060 feest, 70 per cent in target aress. AA
meager to modsrate snd generally inscourate. Ko interception.
Distenoe flown: 1,540 stututa miles. (F/E VII EC Mission
Report 49, 10 Jan. 44.)

MILLE - Four P=-3S's of T2d Fighter Squadron and four of 46th
Fighter Sausdron in roconnsissence over ¥ille at two dlfferent
timos wore unable to cbserve the targst because of cloud
sovorago. (VII FC Provicienal Group Consolidated Mission
Rowrtsa 1-18 Jan. 44.)

,The ground echelon of the IOth Bomb Group arrived ui Apsmsma,

having departed Keniwwa, '2 Janusry 1944. Rear echelon of 45th
Fighter Squedron arrived at Apsmsma, (History of the 30th
Bomb Group teo 51 Mar. 44; Hlsiory of 4bth Fighter Squadron tc
31 Her. Mo) .

MALGELAP - Twolwe B-286its of 820th Bowd Squadrom ctaged thirough

¥akin for attack on shipping at Maloelap., Shipping not sighted
baoause of the weather. All planes returned to hease with bombs.
Distance flown: 1,300 stetute miles. (¥/E VII BC Miasion
R.Pol"t 51, 7 J‘_n.'“.)J C .
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Alr echelon of 30th Bomb GroKup dep;\rtad Nanomea and arrived
at Apamoma on this date on 6 January 1944, (History of 30th
Bomb Group, to 31 Mar. hk.) :

MILIE - Four P=39's of L4éth Fighter Squadron in recomnaissan.2
over Mille, No shipping noted, Two clearings observed. (VII
FC Provie;ional Group Consolidated Mission Reports, 1l=16
Jan. e

MALCELAP-WOTJE - Fourteen B=24's of 26th and 98th Bomb
Squadrons staged through Tarews in night misaion against
Maloelap., Six dropped 233 x 100~lb, GP bombs and two photo
flash bombs on Taroa from 4,200 to 1¢,300 feet, 100 per cent
on island, starting numerous fires and explosions. Eight
dropped 307 x 100~1b., GP bombs and three photo flash bombs on
Wotje from 8,000 to 9,000 feet, 94 per cent on island, AA
over Taroa meager and inaccurate. No AA over Wotje. Disztance
flown: 2,818 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 50,

11 Jan. 4Lk.) g

JALUIT ~ Twenty-two A-2L4's of 531lst Fighter-Bomber Squadron,
escorted by 11 Marine F6F's, in daylight mission from Maikin
dropped 35 x 500-lb, G bombs on Bmidj, diving from 9,000 to
9,500 feet and pulling out from 900 to 3,000 feet., Ninety
per cent of the bombs hit target areas, with direct hits on
sdministrative building, oi) storage areas, and AA positions.
Ah intense and accurate as to height. One A-24 was slightly
damegsd, The escorting FOF!s strafed the hangar areas.

(531lst Pighter-Bomber Squadron Mission Report 531-9, 7 Jan. 44.)

MILIE - Four P~39's of 72d Fighter Squadron in reconnaissance
ovar Mille, Denss rain clouds cbscured target and made observa-
tion impossible. {VII FC Provisionsl Group Consclidated

Mission Reports, 1=16 Jan. 4ke) -

WOTJE - Eighteeri B-24's of the 27%h and 38th Bomb Squadrons
staged through Tarawa in mission against Wotje., Three wore
abortive, The remainder dropped 500-1b. OGP bombs aa follows:
12 on shipping in Wotje harbor, 48 on northwest end of Wotje
Island, 12 on ikeo Island, 2f on Taroa (Maloelap), 48 on Bmidi
{Jaluit), 12 on shipping In Likiep lagoon, and 12 ova southern-
most island of Erikuo Atoll, AA from Wotje and Emidj very in-
accurats, No interception, None of the B-2L's were damaged.
Distancs flown: 2,240 statute miles. (F/E VIL BC Misaion
Report 52, 13 Jan, 4he) . )

JALUIT - Three B-25's of 820th Bomb Squadron in attack on
shipping at Jaluit from Tarawa. One was abortive. Two dropped
& % 500-1b. GP boembs on two 100-foot vessels in lagoon Irom

300 to 500 feet, getting two near-misses. In addition they
fired 15 rounds of 75-mm. ammnition at shore gun emplacements.
A and AW intense and accurate, causing minor damsge to both
plapes, Distance flown: 650 statute miles. (F/E VIL B .
Unnumbered B=-25 Mission, 10 Jan. v o

i
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8 Jop. 44 MILLE - Pour P-39's of 46th Fighter Squadron in reconmaissance
(Centd) ovor #1le cbserved three to seven eirorsft, but believed thes (
to be dumnies. No Ah. (Vil FC Provisiomal Group Consolidated !

Micsion Reports, 1=16 Jen. 44.) )

IR

™y
.5

ENENY ACTION - Two P-39'sqof 4Sth Pighter Squadrom up to
intercept two flights of cmsmy bombers over Mekin, but mate no
contact. {Ibid.) -
AT —
10 Jan. 44 MILLE - Four F~39's of 46th Fighter Squsdron expended 50 rounds
of J50~0nl. armunition end dropped 2 x £00«lb. bombs in dive-

—_— bazbing attack on Mille, getting hits on fusl storsge ares,
This wes the first time s P=39 wes used to carry 2 x §00-Ib.
banbs and & 540-1h. belly tank to w target over 200 miles of
water, One P-39 was lost operstionelly, slthough the pilot
beiled out. P=39's of 46th and 724 FPighter Squadronms flew 28 "
sortics in comneotion with the rescue of the pllot. (Ibid.)

The ground waholon of the 5921Bomb Squedron arrived at Apmmsms,
having doparted Santon on § January 1944. (History of 3924
Beab S8guodren, to 31 Mar. 44.)

R 10-11
Jen, 44 MALOELAP-MIILE - Sixteen B-24's of the 26th snd 431st Boab
- 8quadrons steged through Tarsws in night strike on Tarom, They
dropped 608 x 100-1b. GP beaba from 7,000 te 10,000 fest,

. 80 por oemt on the island, atarting several fires wnich were
visible Por 45 miles nt 5,000 fest. AA meager and inscourate,
oavsing no demsge. Distaincs flowms 2,621 atatute milea. Xine
B-24t3 of 3924 Bomb Squedron rtaged through Beker, alsc in
night strike on Taroam. Five were abortive. The remainder,
bacause of oloud coverage, struck Wille instesd of Tarecs,
dropped 24 x 500~ib. GPs from 9,000 to 10,000 feet, with
rosults unobserved. ¥o¢ AA ox interception, Distsnce flowng
2,550 stetute miles. (F/B VII BC Mission Report 64, 17 Jan. 44.)

11 Jen. 44 HALOELAP - Kire B-26's of 820th Bomb Squadron in etteck on
shipping at Maloelsp from Terewa dropped S0 x 600-1b. GP bombs
fraa 50 to 100 fest, and fired 151 rounds of 76-smm. ssxunition,
plus .50-cel. mashine guns, 3HEits were scored on-one 5,000-ton
cargo vossel which breolz: in twe, on & destroyer which stopped
firing, & 200~ton nailbost which sank, & 500-foot carge oarrier,
and & 100u«foot vossel. OCther bomba fell on Tjan, Gijibei, Allect,
and Tay, oausing fires. AA moderste, inaccurate to aoourate.

Interssption by cight Zokes, one possible Tony, three of which

& woro demoged. Two B-25's recesived minor deamege. Distance

floems 1,100 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Repert &3,
- 0 13 Jan. “.) 0

A T A T AT W s A R 1P

. . MILIE - Four P-39's of 72d Fighter Squadron in dive-bambing,
g strafing, snd recomeissance mission over Mille dropped =
2 x 500=1b, bosbs snd fired 442 rounds of .50 ocal. and 18 rounds
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of 37-mme spmunition, with hits on runweys. Mesger i -
oaused no damaga. (VII FC Provisional Group Consoliduted
Misnion Rﬁﬁﬂrt" 118 Jan. Ho)

P

- 12 Jan. 44 MILIE - Twenty-one A-24's of b63lst Fighter-Bamber Squedron,
escorted by 24 P-39%'s of {6th ani 72d Fighter Squedrons, in
attack on Milie from Makin. They dropped 28,000 lbs. of GP
bowbs s North Tip, with pusheover from 10,000 feet, and pull~
out ‘at 1,500 te 2,800 feet., Eighty per cent of the bowbs hit
terget ares. One fire wee visible for 10 mlles. Four of the
P=38's wers sghortive. Remainder sxpended 140 rounds of
«50=culs exmunition, AA moderete t5 Antense and ssourabe as
to height, but trailing. Ons A=24 was slightly demaged.
Distance flowns 470 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report
531-10, 14 Jan. 443 VII FO Provisiomnl Group Consolideled
Mission Reports, 1-16 Jen. 44.)

FETUDU TSP VR PRE I S PCPER T 34

bmm g

e e e

.

wfr By et ke W A Y S

13 Jane 44 WOTJE - Nine B=-26's of 520th Bawb Squadron in attack on
shipping from Tarews dropped 32 x 500-1be GP bombs and fired
63 rounds of 7S-um. apmunitions Thirtesn beobs fell on
shipping with results largely undotermined. Remainder fell en
Wotjo airdrome. AA intense snd acourate, osusing damege to
five B=267g. Distence flown: 1,173 ststute miles. (¥/E VII
. BC Miscion Roport 56, 15 Jen. 44,)

wpas TR gm

: IMILE - Twonty=ons A-Z24's of 531st Fighter-Bomber Squedron,
escortaed by 16 P-39's of 46th end 7234 Fighter Squedrons, in
niszion against Miiie from ¥akin., They dropped $ x 1,000-1b.,
38 x 500=1b., end 18 x 100-~lb. GP bambs, 100 per gemt on
target orea. Dives begun at 10;000 feet, pull-suts at 1,500
i to 2,000 feet. Two Piyrec 1n dock aree gave off smoke visible
- ~ for 10 miles. The P=3Ys oxpended 100 rounds of «50-cal. and
threc rounds of $7-m, smmmition. AL mesger to moderate

and inscourate. Ome A-24 was slightly demsged. Distence
flowni 470 statute miles. (F/E VIY BC Mirsion Report 531.-11,
16 Jen, 44; VI FC Provisional Group Consolidated Mission
Roports, 1-16 Jesn. 44.)

T e e
Rl SRl

= e zam

"

' MILIE -~ Twelye P-39's of 46th Fighter Squsdren in strafing £
risalon over Mille. Twr ware sbertive, DRemaindev strafed ;ﬁ
: benched boat with [G3 rounds of (60=0sle and 31 rounds of ‘3

j 37-mm, ammunition. No. AA, (VI1 ¥O Provisionsl Group 3
v Consolidated Mission Reporte, 1«16 Jan. 44,) :
- .

14 Jon. 44  EWAJALEIN -~ Kine B-Z4's of 27th Bombk Squadron and throa of i

i 38th Bomb Squedron staged through Tarews in night strike on ;
fwejaloin. They dropped .40 x 100=1b. imcendiary clusters on 4
L Yomur end 20 on Rolj 140 x 100-1lb, GP bombs on Nemur, 20 on
1 Roi, snd 20 on Enmubirr. Bosb runs were msde fram 400 to §
L

T12,000 feet., Large fires und uplalionl mre ab:emd o Rol
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14 Jen. 4 ond Femur. AA mesger snd inscourste, csusiag minor dsmsge
(Con%d) %o ome B=24¢ Distanse flowns 2,418 statube miles. (F/E
ViI BC Misslien RBP@W 56, 18 Jun. “o)

1
A o M R B T s s e

-

WOTJE - Threo B=26's of 820th Bomb Squadron in daylight

nission agaizat shipping at Wotje dropped 7 x §00-1lb. GF

bombz on thres carge wossels in lagoon and & x H00-1b. GPe

on Wotis mirfield from 50 feet. Oune oargo vesssl was probably

sunk, and snotber was hit. Rumways kit with bombs end 19 :

rounds of 37-mm, epxd 3,200 rounds of ,50-osl. ommunition. i
. AW intense and sccurate, damsging two Be26's. Distanos flowm:

1,175 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report G€-i, : :

16 Jen, 44.). - :

—_—

- WU

MILLE - Pour P~39's of 46th Fightesr Sguadron in recomaisasnce 4
over Mille and on sesrch for a missing FBY. No siga of FBY ‘
or survivors. No shipping obmerved. {VII FC Provisiomal
Group Consolideted Mission Reports, 1=16 Jan. 44.)

Alr eschelon of 48th Bamb Sguadron moved from Baker to Apamama,
and forword coholon of €5th Fighter Sguadvon srrived st Makin
frao Nancmen. (Hisbory of 48th Bemb Squedrom, to 51 Mar. 443
Hictery of 45th Fightor Squedron, %o 51 Mar. 44.)

15 Jen. 44 MALORLAP - Hipo B-25's of 820th Bowb Squedren in attack on
chipping at Mslcelap dreppsd 4 x B60O-lbe GP bombs on shipping,
vith ome 100-foot oorge vessol being hit smidships snd
-oxploding, and ono barge damsged. In addition, they dropped
28 z 500-1b, OGP bombs on shore installatiens, with bombs
hivting rumrays and medium bombers parked ei north end of the
fielde Bowbing altitvde wax 50 feet. Approximatsly 60 enexy
aireroft woro airborme by time formation left the target.
Bettys dropped phosphorous bombs, Two Bettys were destroysd
on the ground, and three Zekes wers damaged in the sire One
B-26 srashed in water shortly after leaving the turget, with
en Pightsrs strafing it es_ it hit the water. 8ix othor
B=26u sustained minor demoge. Distence flowni 1,150 stetute
miles. (F/E VII BC Micoion Report 57, 17 Janm. 44.) -

N Ao Fad LA AT

TR It R b e

MILLE = Four F=39%s of 724 Fighter Squadron in re~omalsiance
over Mille. Modersts A scourste ss to altitude, bub tralle
ing, end caused no dmmage. (VII FC'Provisional Group Cen-
solideted Mission Reports, 1~16 Jan. 44.)

TEN L ey ai7

[P T - S Y

Ground achelon of 431st Bembd Squedron srrived et <Tarsws,
having deperted Funafuti on i% Junuary 1944; and air echelon
of 396%th Ecmb Squedron arrived at Terwvm having departed Oshu
* on 13 January 1944. (Hisbtory of 43lst Bomb Squadren, to
51 Mor.-44; History of $96th Bamb Squadron, to 31 Mar. 44,)
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16 Jane. 44 MILIE -~ Tronty~{ive A«24%s of 531lst Fightor~Bomber Squadren,
cscorted by sight P-39's of 48th Pighter Squadron, eight
P=301s of 724 Fighter Squsdron, snd eight P-40's of 45th 3
Fighter Squadron, in micsien ageinet Mills from Makin.dropped ]
11 x 1,000=1be, 42 x 500~1bs, and 22 x 100-1b. GP bambs.
- . Push-over at 10,000 fast) pull-out st 2,700 to 2,500 feet.
All but nine bmba hit targec arda. This was first missicz
for P-40's. They were oscorted by P=39's on way to target,
and furnished part -of essort for A-24's on way back. - They
" dropped 16 x 500-1be boxbs, 10G per cent in target arse.
P=3581s axpended 62 rounds ¢ FTemm, wnd 3,320 roucds of
+&0mcals -amaunition in strafing. AA moderste to intense,
acourats es te helght but tralling. Throe A-24's reseiwved
minor dmmege. Two P-30's of 724 Bquadron crashed in ass oxn
return trips Ons Dilot was lost, and one was rescusd
erash bost,. Distenoce flowns 470 atetute milos. (¥/E VII
BC Mission Repert 5§31-12, 17 Jam. 44 VII FC Provisionsl
Group Comsolidatod Misoion Reports, 18~28 Jan. 44.)

L X W

PRV TS T

Cra LT

T ENREY ACTICH =~ Pour P-3$8'a of 46th Pighter Squudron up on
intrusion mission to intercept enesy plenes -n wey to home
base, interoepted 12 Bettys over Mille. Expsnded 30 rounis 3
of S7-am. and 873 rounds of Ow-oel, smmmnition, Two 7~ 3
Botiys dootroyesd. Ho dsmage t6 P=39's, (VII FC Prowvisional
Group Condolidated Miosicm Reports, 16-25 Jan. 44.)

ENEMY ACTION = Throo P«38°%s of 46th Fighter Squadrom, one of
whioh was sbortive, up to intercept 12 or more unidentified
exeny bezbors over ¥akine They expended 476 rounds.of
's50-aki. ond 15 rounds of 37-mm. exmunition, shooting down
cns ¥olls Five additionsl P=39'a of 46th Fighter Squedron
up ¥ intorcopt wnidentified enemy airereft over lskin made

no contoot, (Inid.)

17 Jam. 44 MILIE - Hino B-2B's of 47th Bamd Squsdrom in atteck on Mille
from Apamemo drapped 12 x 600=1b, and 42 x 100«1b, GP bombs
frem 40 to 200 foet, 80 per cent in the terget, starting
large fires, deotroying two planes on the ground, snd
probebly destroying ancther. They alsc fired 84 rounds of
To-xm, ané 6,970 rounds of 50-cal. mmaumition. AW snd SA
modorate and escurate, osusing minor demsge to fiwve B-25's,
Dintance flowmi 978 statubo miles. (§/E VII BC Mission
Report 585 21 Jan. Mo)

iyt —_
N
. MILLE - Four P-40%'s of 45th Fighter Bquadron in reconnsis-
L - . sanoe and divé~bambing missior nver Milie dropped 8 x 500-
1be bombs and expended 1,270 rounds of .50=cal, smuuition.
(VII FC Provislong) @

16-28 Jm. 44.) _; Fre' o . - _ rEsyeom - . .o
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18 Jan. 44 MILIE » Twelve B-25's of 48th Borb Squadren in daylight,
low-level attack on Mille from Apemama dropped 74 X 100=1b,
and 20 x 500-1b. GP bombs from 50 to 100 feet, 100 per cent
in target araa, starting large fires and destroying one Zeke
on the growmd. They also fired 98 rounds of 75-mm. ammunition,
- AW and SA intense and aceurate, causing minor damage to il
B=25's, DMstance flown: 863 statute mles, (F/E VII BC
Mission Report 59; 20 dan. Ak.)

ATy T, FLCRRare, |

JALUIT ~ Twenty~five A~2l's of 53lst Fighter-BomberSpedron,
escorted by eight P-40's of 45th Fighter Squadron, in missicn
against Jaluit from Makin., The A-2L's dropped 11 x 1,000-1b,
and 28 x 500~1b.- GP bombs on Jaluit Tsland, with all- but nine
hitting target areas. Direct hits were scored on oil storage
tanks. Push~over from 10,000 feet, and pull~cuts from 2,500
to 1,000 fget. The P=0ts dive-bombed installations with

16 x 500-1b, bombs and strafed radio station with 2,690 rounds
: of .50-cal, ammnition. A4 and AW intense and accurate. Two
i A=24%s were shot down immediately after pull-outs. Distance
- flown: 594 statute miles, (F/E VII BC Mission Report 531-13,
, 21 Jan. 44; VII FG Provisional Group Consolidated Misslon
Reports, 16-28 Jan. Li.) - -

L el e T BN RO S
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19 Jan. L4 . JALULT - Bight P=39's of 46th Fightar Squadrin covered PBY -
t in rescue of A=2l crew off Jaluit (see ebove), Crew rescued. :
No contact with enemy. Two P~39's were abortive. (VII FC ;
Provisional Group Consolidated Mission Report, 16-28 Jan. kh.)

MILIE - Seventeen B-25's of 39¢th Bomb Squadron, in attack on
spipping from Tarawa, gightcd no shipping so dropped 96 x 100~

: . 1b. and 3% x 500-1b, GP bombs on Mille from 50 to 75 feet,

.. destroying a small puilding and oil dump, and starting fires

) in building area. Ore Tony and one Zeke probably destroyed

- on ground, and two Zekes probably dumaged on ground., AA

moderate to intense, and sccurate. Two B=25's were shot down,
one B-25 made a belly landing at ilakin with left engine shot
out, and nine B-25's sustained minor damage. The crew of one
of the shot-down B-25's, exnept the navigator, was rescued by
Dumbo, Distance flowm: 720 statute miles. (F/E VII BC ltssion
Report 80, 21 Jen. hh.)

e AT T

S £ Y A 1, LSk i

The air echelon of *%o 392d Bomb Squadren moved from Canton
to Apamsma, (History of 3924 Bomb Squadron, to 31 Mar. Live)

20 Jan. Li SOWE - Eight B-24's of 43lst Bomb Squadron and eight of 98th
( Bomb Squadron staged through Tarawa in night mission against
. Wotje. One was aborbive bcsause of engine trouble, and one
because of illness of pilot. Fourteen dropped 457 X 100-1lb.
GP bombs on Wotje Island and 10 x 100-lb. GPs on island south
of Wotile. ‘Approximately 6 per cent of the boubs dropped it
target areas. One fire zt Yotje was visible for 15 miles at
7,500 feet. AA meager and inaccur One B-2L failed to
return from the mission, cause
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20 Jom. 44 Distaxce flowmi 1,156 stotute miles, (F/® VIT BC Mission -4
(Contd)  Report 61, 24 Jen. £4.) o

A et L

. " ARNG - Twelve B=25's it::!‘ 47th Bowb Squadron at Apemsms end

‘ six of 820th Bemb Squadron ot Tarswa essigned misalon agains v
- Msaloclop. Frinery terget not atteckcd beceuse of westher

! - and navigationsl difficulties. Ten B~Z5's were sbortive
becauge of weather snd inability to get over last-resort
target in formation. FEight dropped 86 parafrag clusters on
Arno frem 30 to 76 foet, and fired 3§ rounds of 76-mm., plus :
. en unreported smount of oGlmoel. smmumition. Results of g
. *  atteok largsly unobserved. AW meeger and insocurate. Thres
B=26's recsived minor dsmsge, although twe of them probebly

Dot

H were dmmaged by the parefrsgs. Distenoe flowns 840 &6
i 1,300 stetutc miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 62,
24 Jan. 44.)

AILIKGLAPALAP =~ S5ix B~26's of 396th Bamb Squadron in mission
. ageinst shipping.at Allinglepalep frem Teraws, encountered
bad weather and returned abortive. Distancs flown; 384
statuto miles. (F/E VIL BC Speoiel B-Z6 Mission Report,
- 25 Jon. 44.)

R

JALDUIT - ¥ine P-40's of 45th Fighter Squadron, in recon~
nolssance over Jmluit, strafad corvetts snd sohooner with
§,000 rounds of .5Ow=oel, armunition. The servebte was
gutted cnd loft burning, end the schooner was consldered
destroyed. (VII FG Provisiorel Group Consolideted Mission
Reports, 1828 Jan, 44,) R h

MILLE - Fins P-40%z of 45th Fighter Squsdrom in mission over
- Hille woere sbortive because the atoll was olosed in by

wosther. Thay jJettisonad their bombs and returned to bese.

Later in the day four P-40's of 45th Fighter Squadron

droppod 8 = E00-1b. Dombs on Mille, 100 per cent on target.

Ono P=40 crashed in coesn on return to bsse. 8ix P-40's

of 45th Fighter Squadron covered PBY in rescue of pilot,.

The ground echelons of Headquarters llth Bemb Group and 58th
Boab Squadron arrived st Terswa, the former having departed
Funafuti srd the latter Nukufetau on 14 Januery 1944, The
air gohalon of the 431at Bamb Sguedron moved from Funefuti
_ to Tarewn. (History of 1l%h Bomb Group, to 31 Mar. 44;
History of 93th Bomb Squedrom, to 31 Mar. 44; History of
{& . . 431rt Bamb Squadron, to 51 More #4.)

21 Jane 44 EWAJALEIN « Bighteen Be24's of 27th and $8th Bamb Squadrons
in night strike at Ewajalein from Terswa. ZIwo crashed on
takooff. Sixteen drepped 380 x 100-1lb. frag olusters and
280 x 100=1b, GP bomwbs from 500 to 11,700 Teet, $5 per cent

on tho terget. One A Lol level,
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21 Jan. 44 drew intense but insccurste AW and §A. No other AA fire
(Contd) received., Ons B-24 pustained minor demage. Distence
flomis 1,247 statute miles.. (F/B VII BC Mission Report
- - 83, 26 Jone 4be)

e v
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AR = Elovern B~26's of 396th Bamb Sguadren and one of
Hesdgquarters 4lst Bomb Group, in daylight ettack on
Maloelap, bambod fur by mistekes, and dropped 14 x 500=1be
GP bombs from 75 to 100 feet, in eddition to strafing
with .50-ssl, snd 76~m. smunition. Results of the
atteck unocbsorved, BSA meazer snd inmocurate, osusing nc
demage. Distancs flowns 997 statute miles, (F/E VII BC
Migsion Report 684, 27 Jan. 44.)

o

ARNO = 3ix B-26's of 820th Bomb Squedron in mission from
Tarswa. Throe were shortive because of navigetional
error. Throo dropped 10 x 500-1b. GP bembs on Arno ‘and
fired oight reunds of 75-rm. plus sn unreported smount of

! - o50~anl, smunition.  No AA. Distense flowns 720 tn 820
stotute miles. . (F/B VII BC Special Mission Report,
21 Jano 44.)

JALUIT - Twenty~three A-24's of §531st Fighter~Bomber

Bquadren, escorted by 11 P~40's of 46th Fighter Squadron,

dropped 37 x 500-1b. and 18 x 100-1lb. GF bambs on oll

otorsgo ot Tinlet, snd grns sxmunition storege, and

barracks at Pnidje. Push-overs 11,000 to 12,000 feet, and

1 pull-outs at 2,000 feet. ALL of the bombs fell in the

terget sross. One lergs fire on Tinlet was visible for

: 20 miles: The P-40% droppzd 22 x BOO-lb, bombs and

i‘ - exponded 8,286 rounds of .50-cal. exmunition. 4 corvette
was lofc in flaxes and a schooner was riddled. AA moderate

. to intonse, csusing minor damsge to three A-24's. Distance

: flovm: 694 stabtute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report

} §31=14, 22 Jan. 443 VII FC Provisional Group Consolidated

Mizsion Roports, 16=28 June 44.)

MTLIE - Nine B-25b of 48th Bemb Sguadron in sttack on
Mille from Apsnema dropped 32 x 5CO-lb. GP bombs from 50
to 75 feet, 87 por cont on or nosr bterget arsas. They
also fired 52 rounds of 75-mm. mumunition. Ak, AN, and

SA intense and ecourste. Oae B~25 had hydrsulioc system
shot out and had to moke belly landing at bmse. Two other
B~25ts susteined minor camage. Distance flown: 760
statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Repert 65, 24 Jan. 44.)

TR TR
w s

MILLE < Four P-39's of A46th Fighter Squadron in reconnmis-
sancc over Mille. sew gas truck in front of bunker, thus
indicating oporntionsl siroraft. (VII FC Provisional Grewp
Condolidated Misgicn Reports, 18428 Jan. 44.)
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21 Jan. &4
(Contd)

(.. ) 22 Jane 44

5o

¢
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EEEMY ACTICN - Four P-39's of 48th Fighter Squedron on
inboresptien cnd intrudor mission ageinst undetermined
mmbor of onemy sireraft botwesn Makin mnd Mllc, Yo oon-

teote Emtire flight was made on instruments. (Ibid.)

‘
'
1]
{
[, WU

KWAJALEIN « Ten Be24t's of 26th Boml Squedrom, eight of
431st Beab Sgusdron, sxi one of 26th Bomb Squadres in dey-
1ight strike on Ewejelein frox Terswa, Ooe wis sbortive
beceuse of mechanical trouble. Ten dropped 400 x 100-1b.
GP bembs on Roi from 16,760 to 18,000 feet, 90 per cent on
the targot, stertinz levge fires. Sevan, because of dalsy
jn takeoff, dropped 84 x 500-1b. GPs on Emid] (Jaluit) from
7,800 to 12,000 feot, 95 per cemt on island, Ume dropped
40 x 100-1b. GFa on lfille from 10,000 fest, 100 per cext in
target srea. XNo AA st Mille; mesger to moderste, accurste
%o inscourste AA at Emidj, und intense and insscurate Ak ot
Roi., Interception at Ewajalein by 12 to 15 Zekes and Hemps,
pirborne when besb run began. They dropped & to 10 merial
bambs. Ono Zeke vas desiroysd, snd zeven were probably
dostroyed. Five B-24's wore demegod. Distance flowns
1,110 to 3,200 stetute miles. (¥/2 VIT BC Mission Heport
86, 28 Jan. 44.)

MALOELAP - Twelve B~25's of 47th Bomb Squsdron et Apexsma . -
in dsylight ottack on Mrloelap dropped 35 x 500~1b. GP -
bembs £rem 50 to 100 fest, S7 per cent hitting target area
on Tiam. Alco strefed with 62 rounds of 76-um. and sn
unroportod smownt of 50-orl. wammnition. AN snd SA meager
and inpcourete. ~Intorsception by about SO Zekes and Hamps,
i0 Tonys, two ¥ates, and two poseible Freds. Many shooting
pasges wWare mede, snd aserial bombs were dropped. Also
tried 4o oonfuse B-25 pilots with radic by sskdng pilet
with sngi-» shot out if he Imew how te feather his prop,
ad by tslling formation to slow down, eto. Seven Zekes,
ons Hemp, and ons pessible Fred dofinitely destroyed; thrse
Zokos, cns Hemp, and ov. possible Fred prcbably destroyed;
,and 12 Zokos dsmaged. Thres B-25's were shot down, and
four B-25's wore demaged. The orew of ons of the deatroyed
B=26's was rescued. Distance flown: 1,560 statute miles.
(F/E VII BC Wission Roport 67, 26 Jun. 44.)

TOTJE - Himo B-26' of 820th Boxb Squadron in attack om
Wotjo frem Tarewe dropped 4 x 500~-lb. GP bombs on shipping,
ard 32 x §00~1b. GPs oa island, in additlion to expending -
84 younds of 75-zm, snd en unreported amount of «50e=cal.
swmunition. A direot Fi% wos:iuodpsd dd cergo vessel, and
on rumweys, secaplane hanger snd sairfield buildings. Ak
imtange and sccurste, csusing minor ‘dsmage to three B-2G's.
Distence flown: 1,252 stetute miles.” (F/E VII BC Mission
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. 22 Jan. 44 ARNO-MILLE - Four P-40's of 45th Fighter Squadron in recon-
- . (Contd) naissance for shipping at Arno and ifills. No shipping

. ' observed. (VII FC Provisional Group Consclidated Mission
Reports, 16-28 Jan. 4k4.) - : .

23 Jan. 44 WOIJE = Nine B-24's of 27th Bomb Sguadronm, eight of 38th

. ( Bomb Squadron, and eight of 392d Bomb Squadron in dusi '
o strike against WotJe. One was abortive because of engine ;

i trouble. Twenty-four dropped 920 x 100-lb. GP bombs on :

| Yot je from 8,200 to 10,000 feet, with 839 hitting instal- | %"
b lations. One dropped 40 x 100~1b. GPs on Mille, 167cn -

runway and 2/, in the water. AA at Votje moderate Lo ;
intense, but ineccurate. None of the B~R4i's were damaged.

Distance flown: 846 to 1,620 statute miles., (F/E VII EC

Mission Report 69,-28 Jan. Lh.) f

and nine B-25's of 48th Bomb Squadron at Apamama in daylight
atrike on Maloelep dropped 48 x 500-1b. GF bombs on aircraft
and air installations at Tarca from 25 to 100 feet, and ex-
pended 65 rounds of 75-mm, ammunition. Seven bombs were
dropped on shipping, one on the first un-nemed island north
: of Taroa, and two on Reuters, Of those dropped on Tarca,
: 96 per cent hit on or-near target, Two hangars were blumm
: up. 4A meager to moderate and aecurate. The 396th Sguadron
was intercepted over the target by 23 to 25 Zekes and Hamps,
vhich made approximately i4C passes in a 35-minute attack, :
. The 48th Sguadron was intercepted after leaving the target
by 25 Zekes and Hamps, and were engaged for approximately 25
minutes. ' Filots seemed experienced, but not aggressive.
Three Zokes were destroyed, two Haups were probably destroyed,
and nine Zekes end Hamps were gdamaged. In addition, three
Zskes were destroyed, and two Zekes and two Bettys were
damaged on the ground., One B-25 was forced to meke a belly-
lending at Makin bscause of damage, and 1L other B-25's 3
sugtained minor damage. Distance fliowm: 1,075 to 1,150 ]
statute miles. (F/E VII BC Miasion Report 70, 28 Jan. i)

!

H

:

1

; .

i MALCELAP ~ Twelve B=25's of 396th Bomb Squadron at Tarawa
|

?

R Y

SHIPPING ~ Six B=25's of 820th Bomb Squadron in mission
against medium carge vessel returned aboriive after £aiim-
ing to sight target. Distance flowm: 1,388 statute miles.
(F/E VII BC Speclal Report, 24 Jan, M.S ] .t

Air echelons of 26th.Bomb Squadron and $8th Bomb Squadron
movad from Nukufetau t& Tarawa, (History of 26th Bomd
- Sguadron, to 31 Mar. &44; History of 98th Bomb Squadron, to
i.. ' 31 Har. 1&-’-!-0) .,

! 24, Jan. 4 MALCELAP - Eight B-24's of 43lst Bomb Squadron and six of
- 98th Bomb Squadron in night strike on Taros from Tarawa.
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24 Jan. 44 to 11,000 feet, 95 por ocent on land, sterting lerge fires.
(Contd) One, unshle to lodate primery terget, droppsd 40 x 100-1b,
GPs on Mille fran 6,000 feots and anothor due to s
navigational orror dropped 40 =z 100-lb, GPs on Wotje fram
- 10,800 foets AA over Taros intonse and inscourate. AA
( over Wotjs xeagar and inaccurate. No JA ot iille. Kone
X of the B-24's were dsmaged,  Distanse flom: 1,265 statute
miles. (F/8 VII BC Mission Report Tl, 27 Jane 44.)

i

LS R

 BALOELAP = litne B-267s of 820th Bomb Squedron at Tarmws in
night strike on Taroa. Geven dropped 17 x 500-1b. GP
bombs on Teroa, fiwe on Reuters, end three on sloop.in
lagoon fron 30 to 100 feet. They fired 57 reunds of Tb-mm.
asmumition at Teros, 27 rounds st Reuters, sand three st the .
aloops Details of attack by othier two sirplanes (destroyed) :
not reported. Thres bombs bracteted sloop. One Betiy was E
- deatroyed at Taroa and ancther demaged. A Tire was startad .
- on Reutors, and hits weore socrsd on disperssl and revetment
aree at Tarom. AA and SA moderste to intense, insooursie
%o nosurete. Intoresption by 30 Zskes snd Hemps, with up
to 80 panses reporisd. TFour serial boubs Tere dropped .
Cne Zoks or Eamp wes destroyed, and one Zeke dsmpged, Omo
B=25 was forsed down in water near Carget, crsw resousd by
Dugbo, and enother B-26 orsshed in legoon at Tarswe. as
-  pesult of damsgo. Six edditional B-26's sustained minor
domnge. Distence flown: 1,200 statute miles. (r/E V11 BC
Misgion Roport 72, 27 Jan. 44.)

et BN

RATI, XY

. PR L i S b T

WOTJE = Eight B-25's of E27th Bomb Squedren staged through
Makin to drop 22 x 500~1b, GP bomba on Wotje from 25 Lo

200 ‘Peot, 19 of vhieh hit tearget. One hangdr was destroyed,
and hits wore observed on runways and bsrracks., The bombers
also oxpondsc 43 rounds of T5-mm. end sn unreported sszount
of <650-0nl. crzmanition. Intense snd soourate AL osused
minor demoge to five B~-26's: Distance flown: 1,082 statute
miles. (F/B VII BC Misaion Report 72, Separete Sestiom,

27 Jene 44s)

SRUATRSE. Y

e

MILIE - Twenty-four A-24's of 53lst Fighter-Bomber 3quadron,
ssoorted. by seven P=40's of 4Gth Fighter Squedron end -
12 P-39ts of 46th enA T2d Fighter Squadrons, in sttack on
Mille frem Makin dropped 51 x 500=Ib, snd 18 x 100=1b. P
boghs on storsge ares, barrscks, snd gun positions, diving
frem 10,000 to 12,000 feot. Ninety-fiwe per oent of the
( ' bembs hit tuo torgots. One Zeke was probably destroyed
on the grounde AA moager end lusoourate, AW noderste mnd
trailing. Three A-24's sustained slight damage. The
sscorting fighters sxpended 23-rounds of 27-mme and 4,000
rounds of 50-cal. simunition. ' Distance flown: 40 statute
‘miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 531-15, 27 Jan. 44s

v .
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34 Jen. 44 VII FC Proviaional Group Consolidsted Mission Reports,
(Contd) 18-28 Jen. 44.)

AR e A S T BT

Ground eohelen of 26th Bomb Squadron arrived at Terwws,
having departed Eukufetsn on 20 Jamusry 1944. (History of
g 26th Bonb Squodron, to 3) Mar. 44.)

gt

35 Jane 44 KWAJMLEIN = Nine B-24's of 38th Bomb Squadron and nine of
3924 Bombd Squadron in Cusk attack on Ewajalein dropped 720
1 100-1be GF besbs fram 9,900 to 10,400 foet, 95 per oent
on target area on Ewsjalein Island, with hits on AA positionsa
and rumvays. . AA intense and socurate, ceusing minor dsmage
to one B=Si. Distance flowns 1,051-1,405 statuts miles.
(F/2 VII BC Mission Beport 73, 29 Jen. 44.)
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MILLE - Twenty-four A=24's of 55lst Fighter-Damber Squadron,
esgorted by eight P-39ts of 72d fighter Sguadron snd four of
48th Fightor Squadron, in sttack on gun positions on Mille
from Makin.,  Ops A-2¢ was sbortive beoause of engins trouble.
Twsnty~threc dropped 50 x 500-lb. and 16 x 100=2b. GP bombas
frem 8,500 to 10,000 fast, 95 per ocont iz targets. Ths.
P-~39's oxpended 51 rounds of 37-mm. and 500 rounds of.
J60=0al. smmmiticn. Smoke from fires was visible fiur 20
miles at 500 feot. AA reportsd ss moderate and inscouraie,
but four A-24's reccived minor damege. Distanoce flowns
480 statuteo miles. (P/% VII BC Micsion Report 531-18,

- 27 Jan. 443 VII FC Provisional Group Consolidsted Missionm
Roports, 16=28 Jan: 44.)

AILINGLAPALAP - Ten B=25's of 48th Bemb Squadron in mission
ngeinot ehipping reported in lsgoon st Ailinglapalsp wore
ahortive bossuse of frontel mctivity. Distence flowns
1,015 etatuie milea, (F/E VII BC Miseion Report 74,

27 Jone 44.)

against Taros from Terwmwe dropped 22 x §00-1b, GP bombs

from 50 to 100 fset on Tsros, and twe on medium transport

tied up at pier, Large fires were sterted on sirfield. AA

intenso but inscourste. Interception by 50 to 35 Zekes snl

Hemps who made aporeximately 187 passes during 35 mimtes !
of scxbat. Bight to ten asrial bambs were dropped., OQue '

Zsks was destroyed, three wore probably destroyed, and four

wers domsged. One B25 received major damage and five -

recoived ninor demsge. Distance flowni 1,017 statute xmiles. ‘
(F/B VII BC Missicn Report 74, 29 Jam. 4d.) :

MALOELAP - Nine B=-25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in mission 1
i

RESCUR - Sixtean P-40's of 46th Fighter Squadron in aesarch o
for orew of B=25 forced down nesr Arno on 24 Jamuary. Four

P-3918 of 48th Pighter Squadron coversd-resous of orew by

FBY; (VII FC Provisionsl Group Consolidated Mission Reports, -~

16-28 Jan. 44.) S 08 e die 4 Tt
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26 Jan. 44

27 Jon. 44

e X et

MALOELAP = Mino Be25's of 47tk Bomb Squadron in daylight
attaolk on ¥nloslap from Makin dropped 92 x 100=1bs and
2 x 500-1be GP bombe from 50 to 200 fest on fTaron, first
small 1clend north of Taros, aud on Reuters, in sddition
to £iring §8 reunds of T6-xm, snd en unreporited smount of
,50-0al, ¢ammnition. One large building, the control tower,
and at loast two small buildings were destroyed. fargs
firer were wvisible in the disperssl sreas. AW and SA
modersts and accurate. Interceptica by 18 to 28 Zekes snd
possiblo Freds. JAsrial bombs dropped. Pilots experienced
and apperently more sgeressive than those formorly
snoountsrod. Twelva P-40's of 46th Fighter Squedron net
the formszion over Aur, 30 miles south of ¥aloelep, and
drove off ths ensuy fighters. The P-20's sxponded 7,066
rounds of «50~cal. exmunition. Ths Bomber Coxmand reported
eneny eiroraft losses as followss five Bettys destroyed on
ground; four Zekes desiroyed in the air and five destroyed
while taking off; five Zekas probably destroyed and three
probebly demeged in the alre The Pighter Command vaported
the following musay locsos: nins Zokes, om# Tony, and one
Yoto dostroyeds end one Zeke and one Kata probably -
dostroyed. Seven B~2E's sustalned minor to moderats
demsge, and one received major demage., The B5-25's and
P-40's wore mot at Mille by eight P~359's of 724 Fighter
Squedron who escorted thorn home. Distenss flowns 1,160
stotute miles. (F/B VII BC Mission Report 78, 29 Jan. 44;
VII FC Provisional Group Consolidated Mission Reports,
316-28 Jomo 444)
—~JALUIT - Hine B-25's of 820th Bowb Squadron in daylight
nizsien againat Jaluit from Tarawa dropped 26 x 500~-1b.
GP bombs from 50 to 75 fest on Alneman Island and one
én 2/ a 260-foot oargo voszel nmesr Ainemsue In additiom,
oy fired 118 rounds of 75-zm. and an upreported smount
of o50-0al. sxmunition. Results wers uncbserved exoept
for hoavy cmoke soen rising from Aineman. AA and AN intense
and soourabs, but coused no demage. Distence flowns 978
statute miles., (F/E VII BC Missien Report 77, 29 Jun. 44.)

SEARCHE ~ Four B-25'e of $96th Bomb Squedron, senrching ocut
of Tarawa, sightel part of sn sirplsne wing. (F/B VII BC
Spsoial Mission Report, 28 Jan. 44y

MALOBLAP ~ Elght B-24's of 38th Bemb Squadron in dusk.
attock on Taros from Mskine One wos abortive tecauss of
onginc troublo, , Seven drop.él 84 x 500-1b. GP bombs from
18,0CD to 18,500 faet, 86 per oent on the island., Two
large fires wars visible for €0 miles st 12,000 feet.

No AA or interoeption. Nons of the B~24's wes demaged. =

Distance flown: B74 statute miles. (F/B VIL BC Mission
Report 7B, 31 Jane 4 -~
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1JOTJE = ¥ine Be26tg of 48th Bami Bquadron staged through
Hekin to drop 61 x 100~1be snd 9 x 500-Ib. GP bombs cn Wotje
from 16 to 200 fost, in eddition to firing 100 rovands of
TSz, and an unroported smount of JH0-cal. semuniticd.

Hits wore ssored on bulldings, AA poaitions, and rumway,
with large f£iros resultinge AA, AN, and SA intenss snd
acoursto. Ome B-25 wng shot down, end three B-25's sustained
minor Atmage. Twelve F=40's of £6th Fightér Squadron were
permt out to esoort the formation bsok to base, but they did
not mako contect béosuss the bombers failed to owmrry out the
time schedule. (F/E VIT.BC Mission Report 79, 51 Jau. 443
VII FC Provisional Group Consolidated Mission Reports,

16-28 Jan. %l)

YAURUG = Six Be25%s of 398th Bamb Squadron in attack oz Neuru
free Tarowe dropped 12 x 100-lb. and 4 x 500-1b, GP bambs
fran 160 foct-on bulldings send runway areas, 100 per cent on
torget. Suocke from -fires viaible for 16 miles at 100 feot.
AA end SA menger snd inscourats, cauaing no damage. Distanoce
flowm: 798 statute niles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 80, -
29 Jon. 44¢) -

MIILE « Twonty-thros A=24ts of 531st Flghter-Bomber Squadron,
encortod by eight P=39'z of 72d Fighter Squwdron snd two of
48th Pightor Squedron in atteck on Millo from Makin. They
dropped §3 x 500-lbe and }G = 100-1bs GP bombs frem 11,000
faot, 80 por oont on terget ereas, The fighters expended

80 roumnds of 37-mm. and 2,000 roundc of 50-cal. smmumition.
AA monger. Ono A-24 orashsd in the lagoon, and six A-24's
sustoined minor domage. Distanse flown: 485 statute miles.
(F/E VII BC Mission Seoport 53117, 29 Jen. 44; VII PC
" Provisional Group Consolidated Mission Reports, 16«28 Jan, 44.)

PO o B L%,V

SIS A T

ESCCORT = Four P~359°s of 72d Fighter Squedron met PB4Y's
returning fron photo miscion over Wotje at Mejuro. Ko
contact with the snmays (VII FU Provisional Group Consolidated
Mission Roports, 16-28 Jan. 44.)

s

- preeane

Eight orcws eand airplanes of the 820th Bomb Squadron sent to
Mekin to stand alerts. Returned to Tarswa on 1 Fedbruary 1944,
(Higtory of 820th Tuxb Squedron, 59, 31 Nar. 44.)

KWAJALEIN - Bight B-24's of 28%th Bomb Squedron in night
nttack on Kwajalein from Tarswa. One vas sbortive because

it could not looate the terget, and one airplans failed Lo
roturn. It iz not knowm whether this eirplsne "ms over the
target. Six dropped 62 x EQO~lb. GP bombs fram 7,000 to
10,800 feot on Rol end Nemur, and 12 x BOO~lbs GP2 on
Alnemen Telend (Jalult) from 7,000 feet, Ko_AA. Noae of
the B-24's was demngzod. Dictance flowas 1,600 statute xmiles.
{(F/% VII BC Miseion Report 81, 31 Jene 4dd)
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28 Jan. 44 MAAJALEIN = Five B-24's of 98th Bomb Squadron in night
{Contd) strike on Dmajalein from Terawa., Four dropped 48 x 500-1b.
. GP bombs on Kemjolein Island from 8,000 to 2,250 feet.
One airplens, beosuse- of 1llnoss of pilot end bombardier, .
dropped 12 x §00-1b. GPs on Jeluits Ho AA at either plase.
” Distanoe flowns 1,600 stelute miles. (F/B VII BC Mission ;
) Report 82, 51 Jan. 44.) 1
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WOTJE -~ Nine B=24's of 27th Bomb Squadron in atteck oz
Wotjo from Melkrin. Oms wns wbortive. Seven dropped 84 x
500=1b. OGP boembs from 9,000 to 16,000 feet, 85 per cent om
target, sterting two large fires. dns dropped 12 x 500-1b.
GPs on Taros fros 10,000 feet, 100 per cent on target.

AA o% Wolje-meeger snd inacournte, No AA et Tarca. None ]
of the B-24'c wos demaged. Distance flowns 976 stetute ;
miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 85, 1 Feb. 44.) -

Y T ———

MALOELAP - Nine B=25's of 47th Bosb Squadron staged through
- Makin in doylight stteck on farom. Two were abortive

vocause of mechanionl malfuncotions. . Six dropped 48 parafrag
olustors, 12 x 100-1b, and 4 x 500=1b. GP boambs from 65 to
100 foot, $0 per cent on target. In addition, they fired

47 vounds of 75~mm, #nd an unrsported emotmt of .60 oal.
exmunition. One Zolo snd one Betty were destroyed on the
ground, An AA position wes destroyed snd fires were sturted
on airficlde J2A moderste and inaccuraté. Interceptionm by :
four Zokos or Hampa srd one possible Fred about two milex
frem torgeb. Thoy stayod with the formation about five
minatos, did not sppear esperiencsd or aapsble snd were not !
aggroasive. One 2oks was probably destroyed, and one wes o
demaged. Ons B-26 was ghot down ower the target, and two &
gustainsd minor demags. Twelve P=40's of 45th Fighter
Bquedron, sfter orbiting for 25 minutes, met formetion in
vioinity of Aur and sseorted it back to Makin. Distance
- £lowms 1,260 stetute miles. (F/3 VII BC Kission Report 85,
31 Jane 443 VII FC Provisionsl Group Consolidated Mission
Roporta, 16-28 Jane. 44.) -

PPy —— a«u{ 1 PR T

P P i

2 T

AR~y

T MILLE - Four P-39's of 46th Fighter Squsdron in reconnais-
sance over Mille obgserved two small ‘boats along pier.

(VII FC Provisionali Group Consollidated Mission Reports,
16=-28 Jene 44e) ' -

(R I ML Aahy

29 Jon. 44 ERAJAIRIN - Fiv® B~24's of 38th.Bomb Squadron snd two of
- i _27th Banb Squodrom in dusk-to-dsm bombing of Ewajalein
- frog Mokin, Thoy droppsd 48 x 500-1b. GP bomb> on Rod
Islend, the primary target, 12 x BO0=lbe GPs on Roi or
Yamur, spd 12 x 600-1b. GPs on EXwajalein Island. COns plane
- dropped 12 x 50C~lb. GP bambs on Mille becsuse of adverse
weather conditions. No Ak. None of the B-24's was damaged.
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20 Jan. 44 Distanes fiown: 1,149 statute miles. (F/B VII BC Masion

{Contd) Report 87, 3 Fabe 44.)

KWAJALEIN = Nipe B~24's-of 5923 Bowb Squadron in night
bembing attesks on Kwejalein from Apsmems. One was
abortive bocause of foilurs to fiad the target. Seven,
over the terget individuelly, dropped 84 x 500-1be GF
bembs on Ewajalein Island from 2,000 to 11,000 fest, 65
per cent in target. Ons hit alternate target, Millé, with
12 x 500=1b, GPs fram 7,800 feet, 100 per cent on target.
One airplans received spasmodic end insgcurate AA fire at
Fwajelain, the others recoived nonv. HNons of the B-Z4's
was dumaged. Distsnce flowns 800-1,550 stnbuta*nﬂol.
(F/B VII BC Licoion Roport 88, 2 Febs 44.)

WOTJE_- Eight B-24'c (squadrem not roported) /probsbly
431337 in niosion sgainet Wotjs from Toarsws. Ome found
Wotje end Meloslap campletely overoest end Jettisonsd its
banbs. Three dropped 38 x 500~1b, GP bombs on Wotjs from
4,000 to 11,000 foot, 2£& of which fell on airfield, ceusing
firez. Two dropped 23 x B00-1b. GPa on Mille Island from
6,000 to B,000 foet, 100 per ocont on airfield. Ome dropped
11 x 500-lb. GPs on on undetermined island, Mille Atell,
ord ops dropped 10 x B0O=1b. GPs on Jaluit Island, results
unobgorveds The sltorncte targets ware attacked because of
bod woathor at Wotjo. Meager snd ineceurate Ab st WotjJe,
none from othor plaoees, None of thoe B-24's was damsged.
Distence flomn: 1,288 statute milea. (F/B VII BC Mission
Rs;orb 36, 2 Feb. %.)

VOTJE -~ Nino B~26's of 356th Bomb Squedron in xission
agoinst Wotie from Terews dropped 43 X 100-1b. and. 4 x 500=
1b, GFp on WotjJo from 100 fest, snd & x 600«lb. GP bomba on
oargd vososl in legoon, Aren strafed with .50-oal.
permanitions A direot hit waz scored on sarpo vesael and
fires wore startad in barrecks sres and alrfield instal-
iations. AA intensa but inscoursts. Formation attmoked by
F6F*'s of United States Nevy Tesk Perce. One B«25 wes shot
dom, snother oreshsd in lwgoon ss result of atisck, and
five received minor damags, The csrew of the B-2b shot dommn
was regoucd by a Gestroyer. Distance flowmi 1,116 statute
miles. {(F/% VII BG K¥ission Report 90, 4 Feb. Le.)

HALOELAP « Xine B=257s of 45th Bosb Squadron staged through
Mekin for mission sgoinst Madeelap, Two wers sbortive
because of meohaniosl maliunstions, Primary snd cosondery
torgets ot Terca not visibie hecause of weather, sc seven
B-256's dropped 30 x 100~1b, frags snd 8 x 500=1b. GP bhorbs
on Tjen from 20 to 100 feet. All strafed with ,650=cal,
smxunition spd fired 81 rounds of Té-ame. smounition.
Unideptified buildings were cbserved to blw ups Al meag

“ and insocurate, btut two B-ES'- received k
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. 29 Jem. 44 Distence flowms 1,100 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Nission
{Contd) Report 89, 2 Pebe 444)

JALUIT ~ Bightoen A-24's of 631st Fightor-Bouber gquadron,

osoorted by 12 P-40%s of 45th Fighter Squadron, in sttack

{ on Jaluit from Mskin dropred 28 x 500-1b, snd 18 x 100-1b.
GP bombs on oil storsge eress on Esidj, 100 per oent in
terge: erea, They also dropped §0C Japanese language
propagsnde-loaflets, The P-40's dropped 18 x 100«1b.
banbs and exponded 2,005 rounds of +50%0el. swmmition,
with undetermined results. AA mesger, snd inscoursatc
axcept for ons burst whish caused rincr demage to one A-24
Distense flown: 590 statute miles. (F/E VIT BC Mission
Roport 8£31-18, 31 Jmn; 443 VII FC Provisionel Group
Consolidsated Wicsion Reports, 2931 Jan. 44.)

e g T A LR AR e a
M . M

MILLE - Twolve P-38's of 46th Fighter Squadren and oight
pP-39ts of 724 Fighter Squadron, in flights of four,
meintained o ferss of four esirplanes over Mille Atoil all
dey to deny use of airfield to enemy. Expended 38 rounds
of 3T-mm. emd 1,827 rounds of .50-cal. memunition strafing
planos on ground, with undetermined results. “(VII FC
Provizional Group Comnsolidated Mission Reports, 28«81

Jane 47‘3;9)

e gy, e (e

30 Jen. 44 EWAJALETH - Seven B-24's of 26th Bamb Squadron and four of

98+h Bemd Squadron in night strikes on Emwajalein fram
Terawn. The airplenes were cver the vsrget individually.

; w11 night lonz. They dropped 48 x 500-1b. GP bombe on

' Xwajaloin Izlend frem 2,800 to 8,000 feet, 46 of which fell
on the 3alseds 72 x 5CD~ibs CPs on Roi Island frae 7,000 to
9,000 feot, 100 por coent on ths target; snd 12 x B00-~1b.

) GPs on Namur from 7,000 feet, 100 per cemnt on targst.

‘ There were only three bursta of AA. YNone of the B=24's
was demeged, Distence flowns 1,450 statute miles. (F/B
VII BC Micsiom Roports 51 and 52, 2 Feb. 44.)

] MILIR® - Eight P~40's of 46th Fighiter Squadron, 12 P-38's
¥ of 48th Fighter Squadron, of which eight wers sbortive,
| end four P-39's of 724 Fighter Squadron mainteir:i patrel
i : . cyer Mille all day o deny usa of sirfield to enemy. The
I P=40's dropped 15 x 100~lb. bomis snd strafed with 1,380

; rounds of .50=cale cmmunitions The P=59's strefed with

23 rounds of 37=mm. snd 1,006 rounds &I <50-o0ale. sxmuni-

tion. (VII FC Provisichsl Group Comsolidsted Mission -~
(_ Repertc, 29-51 Jan. 44.)° ,

)

31 Jen. 44 EWAJALEIN ~ United States Army troops invaded Fwajalein

won T 1. -
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WOTJE ~ Nine B-24's of 27th Bomb. Squadron in night strikes
at Wotje from Makin. The airplanes were over the target
individually at one=hour intervals, dropping 108 x.500-1b.
GP bombs from &,50Q to 12,000 feet, 98 per cent on the
island, Lé&¥ge fires were started. Only two alrplanes
received AA and that was meager and inaccurate. None of
the B-24's was damaged. Distance flown: 960 statute miles.
(F/E VII BC Mission Report 93, 3 Feb. L)

JALUIT ~ Nine P-~40's ol 45th Fighter Squadron assigned to
strafe reported float planes at Jaluit. Two were sbortive,
The remainder observed no aircraft, and strafed sunken ship
with unreported amount of .50-cal. ammunition, (VII FC
Prc;iaionul Group Consolidated Mission Reports, 29-31 Jan.
M. - - . . - — - N

MIILE - Nineteen A-24's of 531lst Fighter-Bomber Squadron in
atback on Mille airfield from Makin dropped 7 x 1,000-1b.,

33 x 500-1b., and 14 x 100=lb, GP bombs, with 95 per cent -
hitting runways. AW meager {o moderate, accurate o

inaccurate. Tro 4-24's were damaged. Distance flown:

480 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 531-19,

2 Feb. L)

KILIE - Elght P-4O's of 45%h Fighter Squadren, eight P-39's

of LAth Fighter Squadron, and eight of 72d Fighter Sguadron

maintained cover over Miile all day to deny enemy use of

airfield, They dropped 10 x 100-1b. bombs and expended

62 rounds of 37-mm, and 1,840 rounds of ,50~cal. ammmition.

(VII FC Provisional Group Consolidated Misslon Reports,
—29~3L Jan. Ih.) -
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L Feb. 44 KWAJALEIN ~ Six Be2l's of 392d Bomb Squadron in daylight
attack on ensmy beach cefenses at Kwajalein Ialand dropped
15 x 2,000-1b, and 6 x 1,000-1k. GF bombs from 4,000.tc
1,600 feat, in addition fo.girafing with machine guns. ‘
Seventy~eight per cent of 3aedihs hit the target area. ;
The northwest area of thif NiiMigippsared to be on fire, [
No AA. None of the B- aged. Distance flown:
1,1,1),5 statute miles. ( 5 Y 1ssion Report 96, 3 Feb.
M' o} ARG 1 . & -

MILIE - Four P-40's of 45tH Fighter Squadron in recomalasance
over Mille stRafed beached schooner with 2,075 rounds of ,50-
cal. ammmitica., No shipping observed. Intense medium AA
caused no damager to P=40's. (VII FC Provisional Group Con-
solidsied Missioa Reports, 1-19 Feb. Li.)

L s I N »
Ao PEA S — s

[ L ol Rl il
'
.

2 Faeb. U4 RONGELAP-MILLE = Four B-24's of 43lst Bomb Squadron dropped
o 160 x 100-1b, GP bombs on Rongelap from 8,700 %o 10,000 feet,
and strafed with 2,800 rounds of .50-cal. arcunition. - Ninety-
okght per cent of the bombs hit target arsa. After bombing
Rongelap, the B-24's photographed ¥ille. Meager and inaccurate
AA fram both places caused no damage. Distance flown: 1,625
gtatute miles. (¥/E VII BC Mission Report 97, 4 Feb. Ll )

MILIE - Twenty Ae24's of 53lst Fighter-Bomber Squadron, es-
corted by elght P=39%s of 46th and 72d Fighter Squadrons and
elght P=40¥s of L5tk Fighter Squadron, in attack on Mille

from Makin drofped 9 x 1,000-1b., 33 x 500-1b,, and 18 x 300-1b,
GF. bombs, 100 per cent in target area. P-40's dropped 16 x
500-1b. bombs, 100 per cent on target, and all fighters ex—
panded 2,200 rounds of .50-cal, and 15 rounds of 37-mu, ammmi-
tion in strafing. Mission of making runways non-operational
was accomplished. AA moderate and accurabe &s to height,

but trailing. AW moderate., OCne A=-24 sustained minor damage.
pistance flowm: 480 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report
531-20, 4 Feb. LL4; VII FC Provislonal Group Consolidated
Mission Reports, 1-19 Feba Ll.) ’

T 2 Feb. L4  MILLE - Eight P-40's of k5th Fighter Squadron in aission over -
o3 ¥ille dropped 16 x >00-1b, bowbs and strafed with 3,675 rounds
' of .50-cal. ammunition, destroying one Zeké on the -ground.
Meager, accurate AA caused rinor damage to one P-40. (VII FC
Provisional Group Consolidated Mission Reports; 1-19 Feb. hh.)

L Feb. 4i  WOTJE ~ Nine B-24's of 43lst Bomb Squadron and seven of 26th
Borb Sguadron with three of 98th Bomb Squadron attached,
assigned mission against Wotje. Eighteen took off from Tarawa.
Two were abortive becsuse of gagoline leaks, Sixteen dropped
192 x 500-1b. GP boabs on Wotje Island;on fourth island north
of Wotje from 5,500 to 11,000 feet. Medinm-sized fires ro-
ported. One crew reported tWo JRApMERS s
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L Peb. 44 others reportsd none, HNone of the B-2-l¢'a was damaged,
(contd) Distance flovm: 1,200 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission
Report 98, 6 Feb, 4ke) -

MALCELAP-MILLE ~ Fifteen B-24's of 27th and 38th Bomb_.
Sguadrons in attacks on Taroa and Mille from Makin. Twelve
. ( vombers, cver Taroa individually, dropped 144 x 500-lb. GF
co bombs from 8,000 to 12,500 feet, 90 per cent on lisland.
Three z'rplanes were over Mille. O(ne dropped 12 x 500-lb,
GP bomba from 1,800 feet and strafed area, with results wn-
cbserved. The activity of the other two alrplanes was
unreported, Only two flashes of AA at Tarca. AW at Mille
: intense but inasccurste. None of the B-2/4's was damaged.

i Distance flowns 2,000 statute miles, (F/E VII BC Missicn

- Report -99; 8-Feb. 44s) s -

u
1G]

; ’ WOTJE - Nine B=251s 'of -820th- Bomb Squadron at Tarawa dropped
: 32 x 500-1b, GP bomba from 50 to 100 feet on Wotje, and ex-
pendad-111 rounds of 75-mm. and an unreported amount of .50
eal, smmnition in strafing the area. All bonbs hit- island,
with direct hits on fuel dumps and gun cmplacements. AW and
SA maager to intense, and accurate. Ons E=-25 received minor
damage, Distance florm: 1,080 statute miles, (F/E VII BC
Mission Report 100, 7 Feb. 4h.)

P T S

i MATOELAP - Nine B-25's of L8th Bomb Squadron in miasion fram

i Apamama dropped 28 x 500-1b, GP bomba from 25 to 100 feet on
Taroa, islands northwest of Taroa, and Reuters,in addition
to expending 98 rounis of 75-mn. and 11,016 rounds of .50~
cal, amumition, Fires were started, and MG and AL positions
were silenced. AA meager and inaccurate. MG and AW from
Taros intense and inacourate. TwoB-25's sugtained minor
damage. Distance flown: 1,250 statute miles, (F/E.VII BC
Mission Report 10L, 7 Feb. ki)

MILIE - Eight P«40's of L5th Fighter Sguadron in reconnaissance
mission over Mille dropped 16 x 500-lb. bombs*and fired 1,855
rounds of ,50-cal. smmunition. Results were unobserved be-
cause of cloud coverage. (VII FC Provisional Group Consolidated
Mission Reporte, 1~19 Feb. ki.)

5 Feb. 4 JALUIT - Sixteen P=-;C°s of 45th Fighter Squadron in TOCOmalBw
senco,- dive-bembing and strafing miassion against Jaluit. Two
wore abortive, Fourtoen dropped 28 x 1,000~1b. borbs and fired

- 6,945 rounds of ,50-cal. ammmnition., O1) stores area was
—  heavily hit. Moderate to intense end accurate A\ slightly
(_ damaged two P-40's., This was the heaviest bamb load carried
by P-40's in any operatiom, (Ibid.) )

MUTLI® ~ Four P=39's of L6th Fighter Squadron on reconnalesance
over Mille strafed runways with 43 rounds of 37-mm. and 190
5 e dsir-urite Ca 1Y
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TOTJE - Nine B=24's of 43lst Bomb Squadron in daylight
attack on Votje from Tarawa, dropped 108 x 500=1b. GP bombs
from 9,000 to 12,500.feet, Sl per cent on the island. No
AA. None of the B=24'a was damaged. Distance flowm: 1,170
statute miles, (F/E VII BC Missian Report 102, 9 Fob. kk.)

MALOBIAP — Four B-24's of 26th Bomb Squadron in daylight

attack on Maloelap from Tarawa, dropped 48 x 1,000-1b., GP
bombs or Taros from-7,800 to 8,500 feet, 100 per cent on

island. Ko AA. None of the B-24's was damaged Distance
flom: 1,100 statute miles. (Ibid.) ’

MILIE - Twonty=two A-24's of 531lst Fighter-Bomber Squadron,
escorted by 12 P-40'a of L5th Fighter Squadron, in daylight
dive~bombing attack from Makin dropped 9 x 1,000~lv., 39 X
500-1b,, nd 18 x 100-1b. GP bowbs on Mille, with dives begun
at 9,50C to 10,000 feet. A1l of the bombs hit on or near
runways. One of the P-40's was abortive, Eleven dropped 22
% 500-1b. bombs and fired 6,210 Tounds of .50=cal. ammunitlon,
with direect hits on underground hangar. A4, AW, and SA meager
and inaccurate, causing no damage. Distance flown: 480
stotute mlles., (F/B VII BC Mission Report 531~21, & Feb, 4L
VII FC Pl)'ovisional Group Consolidated Mission Reports, 1-19
Feb. M&n

MILLE - Four P=39ts of 46th Fighter Squadron in reconnslssance
over Miile. Runways appoared to be in poor condition. (VII
FC I)"roviaional Group Consolidated Mission Reports, 1-19 Feb.
bl

JALUIT ~ Eight P-39's of 72d Fighter Squadron and four of
Léth Fighter Squadron in strafing mission against Jaluit ex-
pended 1,238 rounds of .50-cal. and 67 rounds of 37-mm. .
smmanition, causing damage to radio station. AA intense bui
inacourate. None of the P-~39!s was damaged. (Ibid.)

YALOELAP = Nine B=25's of 47th Boub Sgquadron &b Apamama in
mission against Msloelap., Landed at Makin to close formation.
One falled to take off from Mskin because of engine trouble,
Eight dropped 28 x 500~1b. GP bombs on Tarca from 50 to-300
feot, 80 per cent in target area. Expended 37 rounds of
75-pm, ammunition. 94 inacourate. Two B-25's sustained minor
damage. Distance flown: 1,300 statute miles. (F/E VII B
Mission Report 103, 10 Febs Lke) _

WOTJE - Eight B=25'g of 336th Bomb Squadron in strike-at
Tiot je (from Tarawa dropped 32 x 500=1b. GP bombs frem 50 to
75 feet, 100 per cent on target, with all parts of island
being hit. AW and SA meager fo moderate and inaccurate, One
B=25 received minor Distance flomgs 1,191 statute
miles. (Ibid.) P&T : -
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7 Feb, 44 JALUIT - 3ixteen P-40's of L5th Fighter Squadron in dive-

' (contd) bombing and strafing mission ageinst Jaluit dropped 32 X
1,000-1b, bembs-and fired 8,625 rounds of 50=-cal, ammuni-

- tion. Got one direct bii on stores ares, and hits om RDY

station at Enybor., Intense MG caused no damags. Pilot=
- reported that heavy lcads of 2,000 pounds adversely affect
A flying charactaristics of P~40 in highespeed dives. (VII

; FC I)’rov:lsional ‘Group Consolidated Miseion Reports, 1-19 Feb. :
Ly )

UTIIE — Four P-39's of 46th Fighter Squadron in recomnaissance
over Mille. This was the last mission fram Makin by 46th :
Fighter Squadron. (VII FC Frovisional Group Cansolidated
Mission Reports, 1-19 Feb, Li ) ) -

B Feb, Li MAIOELAP - Eight B-24's of 27th Bomb Squadron and three of
3gth Bomb Squadron in atbtack on Maloelap from Mskin dropped
132 x 500~-1b. GP bombs on Tarca froa 10,000 to 13,000 feet,
with 75 por cent on target, although darkness and cloud
cover preventod aceurate cbgervation, One crew reported
. . . sgeoing approximately seven bursts of AAy the others none,
i None of the B-2i's was damaged. Distance fiomm: 2,173
statute miles. (F¥/E VII BC Mission Report 104, 12 Feb. hk.)

MALCELAP-MILLE - Nine B-24's of 392 Bomb Squadron assigned
missicn against Wotje from Apamama. They did not attack
primary target because of the weather, Cne B-2, was abartive E
for tho sars reascn. Three dropped 36 x 500-ib. GP bombs on
Taroa from 11,000 fech, and five dropped &0 x 500~1b. GPs on
Mille from 10,000 fset. All bombs hit the target at both
placea, No Ak. Distance flawn: 1,400 statute miles. (F/E
VII ©C Mission Beport 104, 11 Feb. hl.) - :

MIIIE - Four ¥-39's—--two frem the 72d Fighter Squadron with
two from the L6th Fighter Squadron atiached——in recconnat ssance
migsion over Mille. (VII FC Provisional Group Conscllidated
Wission Roports, 1=19.Feb. Li.)

T e VR S Tk s ko i Sl i e e i 3 il

9 Feb, 44 JALUIT - Twenty-three A=24's of 531st Flghter-Bomber Squadron,
escorted by 16 P=40's of i45%h Fighter Squadron, in miasion
against Jalult., One A~Z2i was atortive due to engirs trouble.
Trenty~two dropped 20 x 1,000-1b, GP bombs, diving from .
10,000 feet and pul out at 1,500 to 3,500 feet. First
two flights causad onions and fires in oil storage. Last
two flights attacied buildings, destroying two and damaging
( others. The P-LO's droppad 32 x 500-lb. bombs and fived 4,395

rounds of .50=cal, ammmicion. They got direct hit on a five«
inch gun. AW meager to moderate and acourate. One A-2 was .
shot down, and one was damaged. The crew of the destroyed
plane was restged by Dumbo. Distance fiom: 595 statute miles.
(531st Fighter-Bomber Squadron Mission Report 531-22, 9 Feb.
hy; VII FC Provisional Group Consclidated Mission Re ports,

1~19 Feb. Wi3) . I m" T B
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davn mission againat Maloelap from Tarawa dropped 57 x 1,000~
b, ‘'GP bombs on Taroa from 7,000 to 11,000 feet, 100 per cent
. on the island, causing two very large explosions and numerous
: smaller ones, followsd by large fires, lMoager and inaccurate
; AA encountered by two airplanes. None of the B-24's was
 ( *  dameged, Distence flomm: 1,034 sbtatutc miles. (F/E VII BC
L e Migsion Report 105, 12 Feb. 44.)

: - . -
; 10 Feb. 44 MALOELAP = Ten B=-24's of-431st Bomb, Squedron in dusk-to-
{

WOTJE ~ Fourteen B-24's of 96th and 26th Bomb Squadrons in
dusk=to-dsxn mission against Wotje from Tarawa dropped BL x "~
1,000-1b, GP bombs, with-66 falling on runways and 8 more on
island. Two fires were vigible for 30 miles at 8,000 feet.
AW meager and inazcurate, causing no damage. Distance {lomn:
1,165 statute miles, (Ibid.) :

&

[

JALULIT ~ Three B-24's of 392d Bumb Squadron assigned mission
against Rongelap attacked Bmid} when No. 3 gas tank of lead
plane developed lesk. They dropped 36 x 500~lb, GP bombs -
from 16,000 feet, all of which went in lagoon. A4 modorate
and inaccurata, None of the B-24's was damaged. Diatance
flomn: 1,450 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Repert 110,
12 Feb. hise)

1

.
T e AN Ry g s A e,

11 Feb. L4 TWOIJE ~ Nine B-25's of 820th Bomb Sguadron in strikes on Wotje
frem Tarawa dropped 32 x 500-1b. GP barbs from 50 to 200
feet, 90 per cent on the target, and fired 104 rounds of
Themm, ammurition. AW and SA meager but fairly acecurste, ;

: causing moderate damsese to four B-25's. Distance -flown: 1,080 ;

T statute miles, (F/E VII BC ¥ission Report 106, 12 Feb. Ah.) ) 4

MATORLAP ~ Nine B-25's of 3%6th Bomb Squadron in strike on

¥aloelap from Tarawa dropped 24 x 500-1b, GP bombs on Taroa

from 50 to 75 feet, 100 per cent on target, and strafed with

»50~cal. ammnition. Large fires were started. AL moderate

- to intense and accurata. Two B~25's wore shot down. Distance.
flown: 1,205 statute miles, (Ibid.) ' ‘

.- MTLIE - Sixteen P-40's of 45th Fighter Squadron in mission :
asgainst Mille dropped 8 x 1,000=-1lb. and 24 x 500-1lb. boxbs,
g0 par cent on hangars and airfield instsllations, and ex-
pended 11,775 rounds of .50-cal, amunition. This was both
& dive-bombing and skip-bombing missicen, The dive-bombing and
strafing flights precoded the skip bombera. The dive-bomb
runs wore made through the clouds and the pilots reved up their
engines for noise effect. Intense AW and moderate AA caused
@i no demage. (VII FC Provis?snal Group Gonsolidated Mlssion
Reports, 1=19 Feb. hde) _ -

e L e S L

" ab o

MILIE - Twelve P-3%fg of 72d Fighter Squadron strafed in-
stellations on ¥ille with 137 rounds of 37-mm. ammunition,
hitting AA positions. AA and AW positions ceassd firing as

soon as the fiﬁera opened up, {Ibidehwwerycey
‘;5*_ & 7_-~,_7 R ‘--"’r -
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The }6th Fighter Squadron departed Mekin for Oshu. (History
of L6th Fighter Squadron, to 31 Mar, _ua.)

WOIJE - Six B-25's of 820th Bomber Squadron in daylight !
mission from Tarawa dropped 20 x 500-lb, P bombs on Wotje

from 50 to 100 feet, and fired L4 rounds of 75-mm. and an

unreported amouwnt of .50-cal. ammanition. All of the bombs .

hit the target. AW and SA masager and inaccurate, - One B-25 -
crashed in the ocean about X0 yards from the target and
exploded upon hitting the water. None of the other B-25's
was damaged, Distance flown: 1,250 statute miles, (F/E
VII BC Mission Report 108, L Feb, 44.)

MALOELAP = Six B-25's of 48th Bomb 3quadron in strike on
Maloelap Irom Apamama dropped 24 x 500~lb. GF bombs on Taroa
from 50 to 100 feet, 100 per cent on targst, in addition to
sxponding 42 rounds of 75-m. and 6,185 rounds of .50~-cal.
ammmition. A4 moderste and inaccurate, AW meager and ine-
accurate, and MG moderate and accurate. Two B-25's sustained il
minor damage. Distance flown: 1,250 statute miles. (F/E VII
BC Mission Report 107, 16 Feb, 4h.) -

MIIIE - Twenty=two A-24's of 531lst Fighter-Bomber Squadren,
escorted by four P-39's of 72d Fighter Sguadron, in mlasion
againot Mille from Makin dropped 9 x 1,000-1b., 39 x 500-1b.,
and 18 x 100-1b. GP bombs, 90 per cent falling on or near =
runvays. The P=-39's expended 785 rounds of .50-cal. and

28 rounds of 37-mm. ammmition strafing AW pomitions. The
A=24's also dropped 300 Japanese language propagsnda leaflets.
AW and SA moderate to intense, and inaccurate to accurats.

One A-24 orashed abcut 20 miles from Mille, and two additional
A-24's suptained minor damage. Rater In day, eight P-39's

of 724 Fighter Squadron covered two FPBY's in search for gunner
1o had bailed out of A-2L. Falled tc¢ looate gumer. Distance
flom: 580 statute miles. '(F/E VII BC Mission Report 531-23,
14 Feb. 443 VII FC Provisional Group Consolidated Mission
Reports, 1-19 Fedb. hh.)

A AR DY, DRANAEY,

T

e

PONAPE — Eleven B-2h's of 27th Bomb Squadron, 9 of 38th Bomb
Squadron, and 9 of 392d Bomb Squadron in daylight attack on
Ponape from Makin and Tarawa—the first Seventh Alr Force
titsaion against this targst. Twenty~seven dropped vzl x
100-1b, GF bombs on runaps Island and 174 x 100-1b. (Fs on
Langar Island from 10,500 to 12,500 feet, with 85 per cent
to 100 per cent fallitg in target areas. Two dropped 60 x
100-1b, GPs on Emidj" (Jaluit) from 10,500 to 11,500 feet,
100 per cent on target. Quly one B-24 reported AA at Ponape,
and that was inaccurate. AA at Exid]) moderate and iazccurate.
None of the B-2i's was demaged. Distance flowmm: 1,296 to
2,0())5 statute miles. II BC Mission Report 119, 28 Feb,.
bl 5 3
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14 Feb. L4  WOTJE=-MALOELAP=ME 21
(contd) night missiors from Tarswa., Thres dropped 18 x 1,000-1b. GP ;
bomba on Wotje from 7,000 to 10,400 feet, 83 per cent in -
" target. Four dropped 24 x 1,000-1b, GPs on Tarca from 6,900
to 10,500 feot, 79 per vent in target area. One dropped 6 x
1,000=1b, GP bombs on Mille from 7,700 feet, 10O per cent on
(: target. AA at Wotje meager and inaccurate, and at Taroa
moderato and inasccurate. There was no AA at Mille. One B-24
sustainad minor damage from AA, and one from test-firing its
ovn guns. Distance flown: 674 to 1,200 statute miles. (F/%
VII BC-Mission Beport 120, 15 Feb. k4k.) .

15 Feb. Lj PONAPE = Nine B=24's of 431st Bomb Squadron and gix of 98th
Bomb Squadron in daylight attack on Ponape from Tarawa, Cne

. was sbortive because of illness of pilot. Fourtéen dropped
360 x 100-3b, G® bombs from 9,000 to 10,500 feet., The per-
centage of hits was not estimated because of cloud cover,
although 175 were observed to fall on land., AA meager to
modorate, inaccurate to accuratk, causing minor damage to one
B-2. Distance flown: 2,240 statute miles, (F/E VII BC
Migoion Report 118, 17 Feb. 4hs)

MILIE - Elaven A-24's of 531st Fighter-Bomber Squadron dropped
8 x 1,000-1b, and 9 x 500-1b, GP bombs on Mille, 100 par cent 3
failing on or near runways. Upon leaving target, one airplane
fired 200 rounds of ,50-cal., ammunition at stern . of sunken
ship, starting = small fire. AA and AW meager and inaccurate, 1
One A-2l received minor damage., Distance flown: 480 statute
miles, (53lst Fighter-Bomber Squadron Lission Report 531-2k,
15 Fobe bhe) ; -

MILIE - Twelve P-40's of L5th Fighter Squadron in mission k
against Mille. Two were abortive. Ten dropped 20 x 500-1b,
bombs and fired 1,575 rounds of .50=-cal, ammunition, with 3
undetermined results. (VII FC Provisionel Group Consclidated ;
¥ission Reports, 1-1G Feb. L&.) |

SEARCH - One A-~24 of 53lst Fighter~Bomber Squadron sent out B
to search for A-24 belleved missing. Plane not missing, and 3
returmed to base., However, airplane sent out on search failed :
to return. (53lat Fighter-Bomber Squadron Search Mission Rew- ;
port 531-1,.15 Feb. 4k.) o - - 3
Tha 72d Fighter Squadron departed Mskin for Oahu. (History

of 72d Fighter Squadron, to 31 Yar. bh.)

(_ 16 Feb, 4y WOTJUE-MALOELAP ~ Seven B-2ils of 26th Bomb Squadran and one
of 98th Bomd Squadron in daylight strikes from Tarawa. Four
dropped 24 x 1,000-1b. GP bombs on Wotje from 8,000 to 8,800
feet, 100 per cent on target. Four dropped 24 x 1,000~1b. GPbs
on Taroa from 10,500 to¢ 14,500 feet, 100 per cent on target.
Ne AL at Wotje.- Intense and accurate AA at Tarva. Two B-2i‘s
yere damaged slightly. 'Distance flcwnt 1,100 %o 1,200 statute

- miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 121, Li-Ealiierovs T~
POy o TG ¢
- ,‘. ] ) ’
TN e ) v~ e i T, i o e, o
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16 Feb, 4, JALULT - Fiftoen P-40's of ,j5th Fighter Sequadron in mission
(contd} againat Jaluit dropped 30 x 500-lb, bombs and fired 14,235
rounds of .50=cal, ammunition. Tremendous fires started

by strafing run on reported gas shorage structures. Intense
AA and -AW caused two hits in one P=-40, (VII FC Prowisional

( Group Consolidated Mission Reports, 1-19 Feb. 4i.)

JALUIT - Twelve P«40's of y5th Fighter Squadron in another !
migsion against Jaluit., Two were abortive, Ten drdpped 2 X E
500-1b. bombs snd fired 6,845 rounds of ,50-cal. ammmition,
damaging a 150-foot cargo vessel. Tvo P-40's were shot down
by intense AA and AW, Beth pilots bailed cut, (Ibid.)

i MILLE - Eleven A=24's of 53lst Fighter-Bomber Squadron in
' mission against rumways and AW positions op Mille. One was
abortive bscause of engine trouble, Ten dropped 30 x 500-lb.
and 1 x 1,000-1b, bombs, a1l on or mear target areas. AW
intense and aceurate. One A-24 was shot down over the target,
and one developed engine trouble cn return to base and
crashed in water. Two sustained minor damage. Distance flown:
) 520 statute milss. {531st Fighter-Bomber Sguadron iission He-
. port 531-25, 16 Feb. Lk.)

SEARCH - Four P-40'a of 45th Fighter Squadron covered FBY in
attempted rescus of man from downed A-24 near ¥ille. Man in
ratt located, but PBY unable to land because of gunfire.
Raft drifted in toward isisnd. {VIL FC Previsional Group
Consolidated: Mission Reports, 1-19 Feb. ki)

17 Feb. 44 ~ JALUIT - Four P-40's of 45th Fighter Squadron strafed flost
planes off Emidj with 3,650 rounds of .50-cal. smmurition.
Planes also made search for pilots down at sea, but could not
lpscate them. (Ibid.}

SEARCH - Four P-40's of 45th Fighter Squadron in search for
4=2), .crow near Mille, but located nothing. Later in day
eight P-40's in sems search locabed crew members, who were
picked up by Dumbo. (Ibid.)

A AT g B u e Al AT B LG i LR T

1718 PONAPE-KUSATR, ~ Fourteen B-24's of 98th and 43lst Bomb Squadrons
Feb. 44 in mission agsinst Ponape from Tarawa, Three were abortive.
P Bight dropped 206 > 100-1b, GP bombs on Ponape {rom 9,000 to
12,000 fest, 80 per cent on targst, starting large fires visible
for 50 miles at 11,500 feet. Ome flight of thres B-2i's be- ;
ceme lost and because of uncertaindy. of enemy resistance at
{.' Ponape, flight leader decided to strike Kusaie, which they did
with 60 x 100-1b. GPs from 10,500 to 11,500 feet, 67 per cent
in target. AA at Ponape moderate to intense, and accurate, )
causing minor damage tc two B-2i's. No AA at Kusale. Diatance
flown: 1,932 te 2,166 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission-Re-
i o T T Py e .

port 123, 2C Feb. %‘ == A
. .‘.5- ::-- X .
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KUSAIE=JALUIT -~ B~2hts of 3924 Bomb Squadron in day~

light.attacks. from Apamam.a Six dropped 180 x 100~lb, GP

bombs on Port Lottin and Lele Harbor at Kusaie from 7,000

to 10;500 foet, 31 per cent in target areas, sinking one

200~£oot cargo ship and one lighter. Two dropped &0 x

100~1b. GP bombs on Jaluit frem 11,500 feet, 85 per cent on

target, with damage unobserved. AA and AW msager and in-

accurate at Kusale, and AA noderate and inaccurate at Jaluit.

None of the B-24's was damaged. Distance flomnt 1,204 to

1,668 scatute milés, (F/R VII BC Nission Report 122,

19 Feb, Ml) -

JALUIT - Trolve P-40's of 45th Fighter Squadron in mission
against Jaluit. Four woro abortive, Eight dropped 20 x
500~1b, bombs and fired 3,115 rounds of .50-¢al. amrunition.
Radio station on Exld] velieved destroyed. -Intense AA caused
no damage. (VII FC Provisional Group Consolidated lfissicn
Reports, 1-19 Feb. 4k.)

¥IIIE - Four P=i0's of L5th Fighter Squadron in missicn
against Mille dropped 24 x 20-1b, frags and fired 890 rounds
of 50=cal. ammmnition with undetermined results, There was
little Ad. {Zbid.)

MIIIE ~ Four P-40's of 47th Fighter Squadron dropped 24 X
20=1b, frags on Mille amn fired 2,135 rounds of .50~cal.
ammunition, with undetermined results. (Ipid.)

PONAPE=KUSATE ~ Nine B-24's of 26th Bomb Squadren in daylight
mission from Tarawa, Six B~24's, in individual passes, one
from 50 faeet and five from 4,000 to 10,000 feet, dropped B840
x 6=lb. incendiaries and 120 x 100-1b, GP bombs on Ponape.

Cne airplare, in addition, strafed Param with ,50-cal, ammuni-
tion. Three dropped 420 x 6-1b. incendiaries and 60 x 100-1b.
GPs on Kusale from 9,000 to 10,000 feet. It was estimated
that 100 per cent of bombs fell on target -areas at both
places. No AA. Distance flown: 2,752 statute miles, (F/E
VII BC Misaion Report 124, 21 Feb. 44.)

PONAFE~KUSATE - Eleven B-24's of 27th Bomb Squadron and elght
nf 38th Bomb Squadren in daylight attack on Fonape from Makin.
Fourteen dropped 420 x 100-1b. GP bombs on Ponape from 9,500
to 13,000 feet. One dropped 30 X 100-lb., GPs on small island
wesgt of Ponape., Four dropped 120 x 100-1b, GPs on Kusaie from
8,000 to 10,800 feet. Percsnhage of hits at Ponape not esti-
mated bacause of cloud cover. At Kusaie there all of the
bombs hit the target. No A4 2t either place. Distance flowns
3,364 atstute miles., (F/E VII BG Mission Report 176, 2i Feb,

iy )

WOTJE = Nine B-25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in daylight attack
from Tarawa dropped 33 x 500-lb. GP bombs on Wotae from 8,500
feet, 100 per cent hitting island g - ——

1
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Large explosion observed west of service apron. No AA. None
of the B-25's was: ‘damaged. Distance flown: 1,200 statute
miles. (F/E VII 3G Mission Report 125, 21 Feb, 4l.)

MTLIE - Fourteen P-40°s of L5th Fighter Squadron in mission
against Mille dropped 28 x 500~1b. bombs, 100 per cent on
target, and fired 6,250 rounds of .50-cal. ammunition. Four
small boats wore bolieved destroyed. (VII FO Provisional
Group Oonsolidated Miseion Reports, 20-29 Feh. Lie)

YOTSE - Nine B-25's of 820th Bomb Squadron in daylight attack
from Tarawa dropped 28 x 500-lb. GP bombs on Vot jo from 7,500
to 8,000 feet, with hits on runway intersections and bldek-
house. No AA. None of the B~25's was damaged. Distance
flomn: 1,250 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Miselon Report 131,
22 Feba Llye) .

PONAPE=JALUIT - Ten B-2L's of 3924 Bomb Squadron in mission
from Apameama, Nine dropped 54 x 500-1b. GP bombs from 11,500
feet on Langar Island (Ponape), 10 per cent in target ares,
and one droppad 6 x 500-lb. GFs on Xusaie from 9,000 feet,
rosulis unobgerved.. Four B=24's rearmed at Roil Island
(Kwajalein) and dropped 9 x 500~1b, GP bambs on Emld] (Jaluit)
from 11,500 fest, 100 per cent on target. AL and AW meager
end insccurste at Ponapa, intensze and accurate at Emidi.

No AA at Kusale. None of the B~24's was demaged, Distsnce
flom: 1,656 to 2,546 statute miles, (F/E VII BG iisalon
Report 129, 1 Mar. L)

MALCFLAP - Nine B~25's of L7th Bomb Squadron in mission from
Apamama, Three wsre abortive because of loaing formation in
overcast. Six drepped 20 x 500~lb, GP bombs on Taroca from -
8,200 to 8,500 feet, 100 per cent on target arca. AW and AA
moager and iracourate. None of the B-25's was damaged. Dis~
tance flomn: 1,150 stetute miles., (F/E VII BC Mission Report
132, 25 Fab. hlo)

MILIE - Four P-40's of 45th Fighter Squadron in mission

ggalnst Mille dropped & x 500-1b. bombs, 100 per cent on run-
vay intersection, and fired 1,105 rounds of «50-cal. ammmition.
One boat was destroyed by strafing. (VII FC Provisional Groenp
Gonsolidated Mission Reports, 20~29 Feb. Lh.)

PONAPE-KUSAIE -~ Nine B-24's of j3lst Bomb Squadron and seven
of 95th Bomb Squadren in daylight attack on Ponape from Tarums,
One was abertive bagause of engine trouvle. Thirteen dropped
376 x 100-1b. GP bombs on Porape from 9,000 to 12,000 feet,
100 per cent hits, setting large areas in Ponape Town on fire.
Two dropped 60 x 100-1b, GPs on Kusaie irom 9,000 feet, &0
per.cent hits. One large fire was started. Two airplanes
reported meager and inacourate AA from Punape, and from Kusaie
there was none. None of the B-24's wias damaged. Distance
flown: 1,612 to 2,240 statute miles VI -Be-MimpIon -
port. 127, 25 Febs ki) 5
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KUSAIE = One B-2) of A43lst Bemb Squadron in strike against
shipping reported in Kuscle harbor. It found no shipping,
o dropped 6 x 500-1b. GP bombs on Kusale from 6,000 feet,
with results unobservad becauss of approaching da.r}meaa and
cloud cover. A4 and AW intense and accwrate, bub caused no
damage, (F/E VII BO 3pociel Mission Report, 25 Feb. 4k.)

MIIIF - Eight A~24'z of 53ist Fighter~Bomber Squadron, es-
corted by 14 P-40's of 45th Fighter Squadron, in mission
against Mille from Makin., All of the A-24's and five of the
P-40's were turned back abortive by the weather. Nipe P-40's
dropped 20 x 500-1b, bombs, and expended 3,415 rounds of
+50-cal ammnition. In addition, one rocket was fired., This
tas the first time rockets had been launched from airplancs
in this area. Hits were scored on runway,—and-three small
boats were destroyed. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 531-26,

24 Feb, 44; VII FC Provisional Group Consolidated M;.Bsion
Reports, 20-29 Feb. hi.)

MILLE ~ Four P-40's of 45th Fighter Squadron dropped 8 x
500=lb, bembs on ¥ille and fired 795 rounds of .50-cal.
ammunition. Bonbs were dropped from high-level runs at
8,000 feet, and no hits were scored. Tro small boats were
deatroyod by strafing. (VII FC Frovisional Group Consvlidated
Mission Reports, 20=29 Feb. 4i.)
KUSAIE - Ten B-24's of 26th Bomb Sguadren in attack on Kusale
from Tarawa. Two were sbortive because of engine trouble,

~ Bight droppsd 290 x 100-lb. GP bombs from 10,000 to 11,000
feat, 90 per cent on barracks and storage area., One ware-
house was seen to explode on waterfroni, and fires were
obsarved. AV meager and inageurate, causing no damage,
Distance Flown: 1,350 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Miss:l.on
Repo):"b 128’ 25 Feb. MC)

KUSATH=JALUIT — Twenty B-24's of 27th and 38th Bomb Souadrons
in daylight mission from Mzkin. Three dropped 90 x 100~lb.
GP bombes on Kusale from 10,000 feet, resulis unobserved due
to cloud cover. Seventeen dropped 485 x 100-1b, GPs on Emldj
from 8,500 to 11,000 feet. One airplane jettisoned bombs due
to prop malfunction, returnel toiakin, re-loaded ard dropped
15 x 10G~1b, OPs on Fmidj. It was estimated that 95 per cent
of all bembs dropped on Emidj Hit target areas. No AA at
Kusals., Moderate AA and AW at Emidj. None of the B-24's was
dameged., Distance flown: 1,881 to 2,729 statute miles. (F/¥
VII BC Hission Report 130, 26 Feb. L)

MALOELAP = Trolwe B~25's of 4Rth Bomb Squadron in deylight
atback from Apamama dropped 45 x 500+1b,- GP bombs on Taroa
from 9,000 to 10,000 feet, 100 per cent on target. No AA,
None of the B-25's was damaged. Distanre flown: 1,250 gstatute
miles. (F/E VII BC Hission Report.a 133, 2 Feb, m.)
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2L Feb, 44 JALULT = Twelve A=-24's of 53Llst Fighber-Bomber Squadron, es-
corted by 14 P~40's of L5th Fighter Squadron, dropped 7 X
1,000-1b, and 10 x 50C-1b. GP bombs on RDF station at Enybor
and radio station at Adneman. All bombs hlt target areas.
The P-40's dropped 28 x 500=1b. bombs and fired 7,505 rounds
of .50~cal, ammunition, with hits on targets as above, and
(: in addition sapk six smsll boats. AW meager and inaccurate
. and caused no damage. Orews of A-24°'s reported: MEmid)
Island now looks ag bad as Mille," Distance flowni 535
sbatute miles. (53Lst Fighter~Bember Squadron Mission Report
53127, 2 Feb. 4h; VII FG Provisional Group Consolidated
Mission Reports 20-29 Feb. hh.)

MIIIE =~ Four P=40's of L5th Fighter Squadron dropped 24 x
20-1b, frags on Mille and fired 1,935 rounds of .50-cal.
ammmnition, with hits on barracks and machine-gun positions.
(VII FC Provisional Group Ccnsolidated Mlssion Reports, 20-29

Feb, L)
225 FOTJR - Nine B-25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in daylight mission
Peb, Lk from Tarawe dropped 36 x 500-lb. GP bombs on Wotje from 8,5

feot, 64 per cont in target area, No Ad. ¥one of the Be25's
was damaged. Distance flown: 1,051 statute miles. (F/E VII
BC Mission Report 134, 20 Mar. Lh.)

25 Peb. L JALUIT ~ Twelve P-40's of 45th Fighter Squadron in mission
against Jaluit. One was sbortive. Eleven drepped 22 x 500-
1b, bombs and fired 6,320 rounds of .50-cal. ammnition.
Twenty of the bombs hit Tinist. One 35-foob boat was sunk,
No A\. One P-40 crashed, possibly hit by ricocheting bullets.
(VIT ¥C E)’rovisicnal Group Consolidated Mission Reports, 20-29 ]
Feba u.l.. E

JALUIT =~ Four P-40ts of 45th Fighter Squadron strafed Jaluit
with 1,990 rounds of .50-cal. ammunition, and searched for ;
dowmed pilot, but saw no sign of him. (Ibid.) :

MILIE - One B~25 of Hoadouartsrs 4last Bomb Group and one of i
48th Bomb Squadron dropped & x 500-1lb, GP bombs on Mille run-
way and barracks area from 3,500 feet, 100 per cent in target
erea. They also strafed with .50-cal. machine guns. AA
moderate and agcurate as to altituds, bul- caused no damage.
Distance flom: 497 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Special B=-25
Migsion Against Mille, 28 Fab. 4i.)

to seapch for B-25 down near Makin. Tiwy did not find B-25.
Remaris on migsion report to the sffect that A-24 iz not well
adapted for search, and with the navigation equipment it has,
search missionsare poaitively dangerous, Digtance flown:

350 statute miles, (53lst Fighter-Bomber Squadron Search
Higeion Report, §il=2.-25.Fabelslmiremmos -

@__ _ SEARCH - Eight A~24's of 53Llst Fighter-Bomber Squadron assigned f

Ot —- T prmeednfly
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25-26 " PONAPE ~ Seventeen B-'Qh.'a,a of 96th and 43lst Bomb Squadrons in

i Feb. 44 daylight attack on Ponape from Tavawa dropped 39 x 500-lb. GP |
i bomba, 86 clustore of 1L x 6-1b. incendiaries, 87 clustars of
34 x 4=1b. incendiaries, and-57 clusters of 4 x f~lb, incendi~
aries from 7,000 to 10,000 feat, Fires were started in air-
- field installations and Ponape Town. AA varied from meager
( and insccurate to intense and accurate. Two B~24's sustained
- ninor demege., Distance flown: 2,277 statute miles. (F/E VII
BC Mission Report 135, 28 Feb. Lh.)

1 ]

PONAPE - Eight B-24's of 392d Bomb Squadron at Apamame in day=-
light attack on Ponaps., Seven dropped 210 x 100-1lb. GP bombs
from 9,600 to 11,000 feet, 77 per cent in town and dock area,
Several airplanss strafed Ponape Town during bomb runs, One
B-2, because of illness of pilet, dropped 30 x 100-1b, GP °
bombs on siternate target, Kusale, from 10,200 feet, with re-
sults unobserved., AA at Ponape intense and falrly accurate,
ceuping minor damage to one B-24. Distance flown: 1,656 to
2,6&);5 statute miles, (F/E VII BC Mission Report 136, 27 Feb.
H Mo

WOTJE - Nine B-25'as of 820vh Bomb Squadron in daylight attack
i from Tarawa droppad 36 x 500=-1b, GP bomba on Wotje fyom 7,760
: to 8,000 feet, 100 por cont in or near target areas. Nu AA,
None of the B-25's was damaged. Distance flowm: 1,250 statute
mlles. (F/E VII BO Miasion Report 137, 28 Feb., k)

26 Fobs 4i JALUIT - One B-25 of 48th Bomb Squadron and one of Headquarters

Llst Bomb Group in derlight mission from Majurc dropped 8 x ;
500-1b. GP bombs on Exld) from 8,500 to 9,500 feet, 100 per 3
cont on targot, and fired 6 rounds of 77~mm, ammunition. A4 ;

intense, and accurate as to altitude, but trailing. Neither N
of the B~25's was damagsd. Distance flomm: 615 statute miles. ]
(F/E VII BC Special B-25 Mission Agalnst Bnldj Island, daluit, §
28 Feb. hhe) :

MITIE - Tvalve P=40's of 45th Fighter Squadron in miselon
. against ¥ille dropped 24 x 500-lb. bombs snd fired 3,345 rounds E
- of .50~cal. ammmition. They got szven hits on runway. In-
stallations at Burrh Island were destroyed. (VII FC Provisional :
Group Consolidated Mission Reports, 2029 Feb. Lhe)

SEARCH - Eight A-24's of 53Llst Fighter-Bomber Sguadren and two
SBD's ware assigned search for B-25 down near Makin., No-
success, All planes returned safely. Distance flown: 575

{_ gtatute miles. {531st Fighter-Bomber Squadron Search Mission
e Report 531=3, 26 Feb. 44.)

Air echelons of 27th and 38th Bamb Squgdrons moved from
. Kanomea to Makin. (History of 27th Bomb Squadron, to 31 Mar.
- Li; History of el Mar, M...S

- . " N ]
™Y ey ot Y iy ot 2 ot v — —
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HWOTJE ~ Twelve B-25ts of 47th Bomb Sguadrom in daylight

Feb, 44 mission from Apamama dropped 48 x 500-1b. GP bombs on Wotje

from 9,000 to 10,000 fset, 90 per cent on target. No AA

or interception., MNone of the B-25's was damaged. Distance
flown: 1,380 statute miles, (F/E VII BC Hission Report 138,
29 Febe hhe) -

Q

27 Feb, L4 JALUIT = Twalve A-24's of 53lst Fighter-Bember Squadrcn, es-

27=-28

corted by 12 P=40's of 45th Fighter Squadron, assigned mission
against radio station three miles below Jabor Town, Jalulb.
Four of the A-24's werc sbortive. Right dropped 4 x 1,000-1b.
and 8 x 500-lb. GP bombs, all of which fell in target area,
starting fires. The P-40's dropped 24 x 500=1b, bombz and
fired 7,975 rounds of .50-cal. ammmition, Ten of the bombs
hit radio stetion area and four in stores area. OSA meager
and inacourate, causing no damage. Two of the abortives were
damaged by belly-landings. Disvance flown: 595 statute miles.
(531st Fighter-Bombor Squadron Mission Reports 531-38, 27 Feb,
Lhs VII FC Provisional Group Consolidated Mission Reports,
20=29, Feb. Lh.)

MITIE - Thres P=40's of L5th Fighter Squadron in mission over
Mille dropped 18 x 20-lb, frags and fired 1,075 rounds of .50~
cal, ammmition. All of the bombs hit the target. 4 large
fuel fire was started. (VII FC Provisional Group Congolidated
Mission Reports, 20«29 Feb. 44.)

PONAPE~JATUIT = Nine B-24's of 38th Bomb Squadron, eight of

Feb. 44 26th Bomb Squadron, and eight of 27th Bomb Squadron in day-

light mission from Mekin and Tarswa. One was abortive be-
caunge of gasoline overflow in bomb bay. Twenty dropped

117 x 500~-1b, ( bombs on Langar Island from 9,500 to 12,000
feet, 55-Gk per cent hits. Fires and violent explosions
were observed. Four dropped 23 x 500-lb. GPs on Emid] from
9,000 to 11,000 fest, &6-100 per cent hits. 4A at Ponape
moderate to intense, and accurate as to altitude, but trail-
ing; st Emidj, moderate to intenss. Two B~2/'s sustained
miner dumege. Distance flown: 601 to 2,300 statute miles.

- (F/E VII BC Mission Reports 139, n.d.)

VWOTJE-MILLE - Twelve B~25's of ,8th Bomb Squadron in day--
1ight shuttle attack from Apamama. One was abortive because

of engine trouble. FEleven dropped 42 x 500-1b, GF bombs on
Wotje from 9,000 to 11,000 feet, 61 per cent in target ares,
and fired one 75-ara. shell and an unreported amount of .50-
eal. eomunition. Explosibns. gave off heavy gray smcke which
was visible for 30 riles at 8,000 feev, No AA. The B-25's
resrmed at Majuro, and on return to Apamama dropped 44 x 500
1b. GP bombs on Mille from 8,500 to 11,000 fest, 78 per cent

on target. Explosions observed which gave off heavy black
smoke visible for 40 miles, Moderate and inaccurate AA

cavsed minor damage to one B-25., Distances flom: first atrike,
850 statute miles; second strike, 490 st
VII BC !dssion Report 140, 1 Mar. BL.}7 %
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28 Feb, 44 MILIE - Twalve P-40's of 45th Fighter Squadron in mission .

2829
Feb, L4

against Mille dropped 24 x 500-1b, bombs and-fired 3,220-
rounds of ,50-cal. ammunition., Eight of the bombs hit run-
way, and two in area of radio installation. Runways in-~
operational. (VII FC Frovisional Group-Gonsolidated Mission
Reporta, 20-29 Feb, Lh.)

YIOTJE - Nine B-25ts of 396th Bomb Squadron in daylight mission
from Tarawa dropped 36 x 500-ib. GP bombs on Votje from 8,300
to 8,600 feet, 92 per cert in target area. No A4, None of
the B-25's was damaged. Distance flown: 1,075 statute miles.
(F/E VII BC Mission Repor: 141, 1 Mar, J..l;..s

29 Feb, 44 MILLE - Nine B-24's of 392d Bomb Squadron in day and night

29 Feb- -
1 Mar. L4

migsion over HMille from Mskin and Apamams. Five in daylight
attack dropped 15 x 2,000~1b. GP bembs from 9,000 to 14,000
feet, and four in night mission dropped 24 x 1,000-lb. GP
bombs from 10,100 to 12,500 fest. Eighty per cent of all
bormbs dropped hit rurways. AA on both missions meager,
although that during day was falrly accurate. One B-24
sustained minor damage. Distance flown: 845 statute miles.
(P/B VIL BC ¥ission Report 14k, 7 Mar. Li.)

MILIE ~ Four P-40's of A45th ﬁghtemtidron dropped 8 x 500
1b, bombs on 1ille and fired 385 rouwnds of ,50-cal. ammunition.
Six pemb hits in stores area started fires, (VII FC Provisional
Group Consclidated Miscion Reports, 20-29 Feb. 4h4.)

WOTJE ~ Ten B-24's of 431at Bomb Sguadron in daylight strike
at Wotje from Tarawa dropped 60 x 1,000~lb, GP bombs from
9,000 to 11,500 feet, 100 per cent on runways and alrdroms
area. Smoke from gxplesions visible 15 miles at 9,000 feet.
No Ai. Distance flovm: 1,175 statute miles, (F/E VII BC
Mission Report 142, & Mer, Ai.) :

VALORELAP -~ Seven B-24's of 98th Bomb Sqguadron in daylight
migsion over Maloelap from Tarawa dropped 18 iz 2,000-lb,. and |
6 x 1,000-1b., GP bombs on Taroa from 8,000 to 10,000 feet, 90
per cent in or near target. One small fire was observed. No
Ar. Distance flovm: 1,000 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission
Report 143, 3 Mare bl

JAIUIT - Nine B-25's of 820th Bomb Sgquadron in-daylight attack
from Tarawa dropped 36 x 500-lb, GP bambs on Emidj from 8,000
to 9,750 feet, with nnly eight per cent known to hit target
area, Overcasi prevented accurate observation of resulis,

Ah meager to moderate, &nu accurate as to altitude but trailing.
Distanca flovmn: 810 stetute
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&9 Feb. - JALUIT~MILIE = Tro B=25's of Headquarters 41lst Bomb Group in
1 Mar. 44 daylight attack from Tarewa dropped 8 x 500-1b, GP bombs on :
(contd) Enybor and Kabbenbock Islands, Jalult, from 8,000 fset, with
four hits observed on Kabbenbock. No A Rae.rmed a.nd TE= F
fueled at Kwajalein and dropped 8 x 500-1b. GPs on Mille 3
( from 7,700 to 8,000 feet, 100 per cent on target. Meager AA
) acourate as to aliitude but. to right of formation. None of —
the B-75'g was demaged. Distances florm: first strike, 616 4
statute miles; second strike, 658 statute miles, (F/E VII
BC Speclal B-25 Yission Against Jaluit and Hille, 3 Mar. 44.)
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MARCH

JALUIT - Nine 4=24's of 53lst Fighter-Bouber Squadron, 68~
corted by 12 P«j0's of #S5th Fightor Squadron, dropped 9
x 1,000+1b, GP bomba on amanition storage at Emidj, eight

of which fell in target area. One of the P-40's was -

abortive., Eloven dropped 22 x 500-1b, bombs and fired
4,500 rounds of ,50=cal, ammnition. RDF station on Enybor
totally destroyed, and radic station on BEmldj damaged. AA
mapger and inaccurate. AV intense and accurate after dives.
(ne A-2L, had left wing-tip torn off by AW fire. Distance
flom: 595 statute miles. (53lst Fighter-Bomb Squadron
Mission Report 531-29, 1 Mar. 443 VII FC Provisional Group
Consolidated Mission Reports, i-1l Mar. ki)

MILIE - Bight P~40's of 45%h Fighter Squadron dropped & X
500-1b, bombs end 22 x 20~1b. frags on Mille, 100 per cent

on target, and firod 1,265 rounds of .50-cal. ammunition.
Pilots reportod that two runmays were being abandoned, but

one was being repaired. (VII FC Provisional Group Congolidated
¥ission Reports, 111 Max. Lhe)

MALOELAP ~ Twelve B-25's of 47th Bomb Squedron in daylight
attosk from Apamams dropped 48 x 500-1b, GP bombs on Taros
from 8,000 to 9,000 feet, 96 per cent on runways and adjolning
aroas, AA modorate and inaccurate, causing no damage. Dia-
tence flovms 1,150 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report

146, 3 Yar. b}

RECOMNAISSANGE - One B-2h of Hg. VII Eomber Command photographed
¥ille, Taroa, and Wotjo, and on return to base at Tarawa photo-
graphed ¥illo for second tims. Meager and accurate AA from
Mille and Taroca, and nonoe from ¥otje. The Be2i was not cdamaged.
Distanco fiosm: 1,198 statute miles, (F/E VII BC Special Fhoto
Misaion to Mlllo, Maloeiap, and Wotje, 4 Mare 4he.)

PCIAPE-KUSATE - Seven B-24's of 26th Bomb Squudron in dawn
mission from Tarawa. Five dropped 30 x 500-1b. GP bombs on
Ponaps from 2,100 to 12,000 feet, 70 per cent on target. COne
of these strafad Ponape Tomn and installations on airfleld

with 2,300 rounds of .50-cal. gmunition from 1,000 to 2,000 .

fent. Two droppsd 12 x 500-1b. GPs on Kusais from 8,000 te
12,000 feet, 70 por cent on targat. AA at Ponape moderate and
insccurate. No AA at Kugaie. Distance flom: 2,266 gtatute
miies. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 147, 3 Mar. hie)

o

MALOEI AP - Twalve B-25's of 4Bth Bomb Squadron irn doylight

attack irom Apamsma. (ne abortive begause of weather. Eleven

dropped 4fr x 500=1b. GP bonbs on Tarca fran 8,500 to 9,200

feet, 91 por cemi hitting runways and airfield. installations.

A4 intense and inascurate, causing no damage. Distance flown:

1,250 statute milss. (R/E VII BC Missicn-Report 148, 3 Mar. ih.)
L e

A LRI
r iNFORNE

e dl

P PR AN DA i
2 TG g e T

THIS

L R I,

T TR IR T

T




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

142

3 Mar. 44 PONAPE - Rleven B-24's of 27th Bomb Squadron and nine of

38th Bomb Squadron in daylight attack on Ponape from Makin,
Two were sbortive bascause of mochanical trouble. Twelve
dropped 8% x 500-1b. GP bomba from 9,000 to 11,500 fesb,
100 per cont in target area., Large fires in warehouse area . 1
and in Ponape Town visible for L0 miles. Three dropped 21 .

e S 500.1b. GPo on alterate target, Kusaie, from 8,500 to _
10,700 feet, 66 per cont on plers and adjscent buildings.
Two dropped 14 x 500-1b. GPs on Emidj, the last rosort
target, from §,000 to 11,000 feet, 100 per cent on land,
Cne dropped 7 x 500-lb, GPs on Milie from 10,000 feet, re-
oults unobserved. AA at Fonape moderate to intense, and
generally inaccurate, A} at Emid) meager and insccurate.
o AA &t Kusale or Mille. Three B-2L's sustained minor
damage., Five alrplancs were wmable to bomb primary target
because bomb bay door of lead plane blew off in descent.
Distance Tlown: 439 to 2,085 statute miles. (F/® VII 3C
Migsion Report 147-4, 7 Mar. 4h.)

P

MILIE ~ Sixteen P=40ts of AS5th Fighter Sguadron assigned
dive-bombing and strafing mission againgt Mille. ALL were
abortive bazcause of solid fronb encountered enrouts.
Jettisonsd 24 x 500-1b. bombs, (VIL FG Provisional Group
Gonsolidated Mission Reports, 1-il Mar. Ny

e o AT

M
H
¥
i
’

Bmly MATOELAP - Twelve B-25's of 3G6th Bomb Squadron in daylight
Yar, hi attack on Maloolap frum Tarawa dropped 48 x 500-1b, GP bombs
on Taroa from 8,200 to 8,700 feet, 92 per gent hitting run-
ways and adjacent areas. Fire was visible for 50 miles. {

Bomb hits apparently silenced gan positions southwest of
barracks area. AA meager bo moderate and inaccurate, causing
no damage. Distance flowm: 1,097 statute miles. (F/E VII
BC Misgion Report 149, 7 Mar. hh.)

4 Mar. 44 MILIE - Four P-40!s of 45th Fighter 8quadron dropped 8 X 500~1b.
bombs on runways at Mille and fired 655 rounds of .50=cale
ammpition. {(VII FC Provisional Group Consolidated Misslon

i i TR

Reports, 1l=11 Mar. Lk.) .
=5 TWOTJE - Nine B~25's of 820th Bomb Squadron in daylight attack
e Mar. bk on flobje from Tarawa dropped 36 x 500-1b. GP bombs from 8,000

to 9,000 fest, €1 per gent on or near runways and installations
on airfield, One B-25 fired two rounds of 75-mu. ammunition.
large explosions and a fire visidble for 10 miles at 8,000 feet
wers observed, Mo AA. Distance flown: 1,120 statute miles.

AT

o { (F/E VII BC Misaion Report 150, 6 Maxe bie)

pl 5 Yar., hb HILLE - Sixtoon P=40's of 45th Fighter Scuadron in miasion

Zf-: againgt Mills, COne was abortive. Fifteen dropped 24 x 500-lb.
el bombs and 20, X 20-1b. frags, 100 per cent on runways and air-
i £ield installaticns, and fired 3,060 rounds of .50-cal, ammuni-

tion. (VII FC Provigional Group Consolidated Mission Reporis,

111 Mar. hk.)
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7 Mar., il

-PONAPE - Sixteen Be2i's of 98th and 431st Bomb Squadrons in

‘ o= T\ [

daylight attack on Ponape from Tarawa., (ne was abortive be~
causo of engine failure., Thirteen dropped 18 x 1,000=1b,
and 42 x 500-1b, GP kombs on Ponapa from 7,500 to 10,200
feet, in individual runs. ALl of the 1,000~1b. bombs fell
on target, but results of 500-pounders were unobserved,
Explosions and fires wore observed in bauxite plant, whart,
and totm area. One B2 dropped 3 x 1,000-1b, GP bombs on
Kugais from 10,000 feot, two of which hit lend. One dropped
6 x 500-1b. GPs on Mille from 9,000 feet, 100 per cent on
runways and ammunition storage. AA at Ponape intense, and
accurate as to altitude. No AA at Kusaie and Mille., Two
B-24's pustained minor damage. Digtance flown: 1,120 statutse
miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 152, § Mar. 44.)

UALOELAP - Twalwe 5-25's of ATth Bomb Squadron in daylight
attack on Maloelap from Tarawa. Four dropped 16 x 500-1b,

oGP bombs on Taroa from 9,500 feet, resulta unobserved be-
cause of 100 par csmt cloud cover. Four droppsd 16 x 500-1b,
GPz on Wille, lsut-rgoort target, from 9,000 feet, 100 per
cont on rumways and airfield installations. No AA. Dlstance.
flown: 1,100 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 151,
8 Uare ki)

MITIE ~ Nine A-24's of 53lst Fighter-Bomber Squadron, escorted
by oight P-4O's of 45th Fighter Squadron, in misglon against
rurways at Mille. Ono A-2 was abortive because of fire in
electrical system. Total bamb load of A-24's was 5 x 1,000-1b.,
8 x 500-1b,, and 8 x .1G0~-lb, GP bombs. 0f thoze dropped 85
por cent hit rumway area. The P-40's dropped 16 x 500«1b,
bombe and fired 2,710 rounds of .50-cal. ammunition, getting
Lits on commnications installations and stores area. AA and
AW meager and inaccurats, causing no damage. Distance fiown:
520 statute miles.' (531st Fighter-Bomber Squadron Mission
Report 531~30, 6 Mar. Lhs VIL FC Provisional Group Jansolidated
Mission Roports, 1=11 ¥ar. Lie)

NOTSE = Mine B-25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in daylight attack
on Wotje from Tarawa dropped 12 x 500-1lb. and 64 x 100~1b. GP
bombe from 8,500 to 9,800 feet, 8l per cent on or near targets,
vhich wore runways and airfleld installafions. ivo Ads Distance
flown: 1,100 statits miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 153,

8 Mar. L)

AUSATE-JAIUIT « Eleven B=24'a of 392d Bomb Squadron in daylight
mission againat Ponave from Apamsma. Bacause of weather condi-
tions over Ponaps, alternate and last- resort targets werse
attecked, One dropped 30 x 100=1b. GP bomba on Xusaie, the
altarnato target, from 9,000 feet, 90 per cent on dock inatalle-
tions st lele Harbor, Ten dropped 267 x 100-3b, GP barbe on
BEmidj, last resort terget, from 10,500 tb 12,000 faet,.89 per
cent on islund, No AA at Kusaje. AA at Emid] moderate ard in-
accurato. Nomo of the Bw2i's was damaged. Dlstance flowmn:
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-7 Mar. Ly 1,44 to 1,592 statuto miles. (¥/& VII BC Mission Report
(contd) 154, 8 Mare bkl - '

MILIE - Ssvonteon P=if's of L5th Fighter Squadron in nmisgion
ogainst 141ls. Ono waes abortive., Sixteen dropped 26 » 500~ib. ]
bembs and 2 x 20-1b, frags,-with hits on runways and in 3
barracks area, They also fired 4,160 rounds of +50=cal. ammiri- .
tien. Intenso AW damaged wing of oms P-40. (VII ¥C Fro- 3
vilpiesal Group Consolidated Misoion Reports, 1-11 Mar. hb.)

7-8 MAT.OELAP - Sixteen B=-25'm of 48th Bomb Squadron in dayllight

Mar. 4k mission egainst Maloslap from Apammma dropped 6L x 500-1b.
QP boxbs on Taroa from 8,500 to 10,000 feet, 63 of which hit
targoto--runvags, AA positlons, stores and barracks—and all
hit land. They fired 28 rounds of 75-mm. &nd 3,350 rounds of
o50-cal, cmmunition from 50 to 3,000 feet, with result; un-
observed. AA moderats to intense, and inaccurate to accurate.
Three B-25's roceived minor damags. Distance flom: 1,250
statuto miles. (¥/E VII BC Misaion Report 155, 9 Mar. Li)

g Mar, Lb PRIAPE ~ Eloven B-24's of 27th Bomb Squadron in mission over
Poneps from Mekin. Seven droppad 210 x 1(0=-1b, GP bombs on
Ponapa from 12,000 to 12,300 fest, 85 par esnt on dock area
and airfisld. Four dropped 120 x 1:00-ib. GPs on Kusaie from
2,000-to 10,500 feot, 70 per cent in target ares. — AL at
Ponaps moderate and accurate. AW ab Kusaie intense and in-

. aceurates. Nona of the B-z4's was damaged. Distance flown: 3
i 2,075 stetute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 15kwh, :
11 Mar, Lis) :

w

UILIZ - Nine A~24's of 531lst Fighter-Bomber Squadron, escorted

by eight P-40's of A45%h Fighter Squadron, dropped 5 X 1,000-1b,,

12 x 500-1b., and 8 x 100-1b, GP bombs on runways at Mille,

100 por cont on target. The P~40%s dropped 15 x 500-lb. bombs, -, i
getting five hite on AA positions. They also fired 2,395 7
rounds of .50-cal, armmition. A4 and AW meager, and inacou-
rate to accurate, One A=24 received minor damage. Distance
flomn: 530 statuto milese, (531st Fighter-Bomber Squadron
Wosion Report 531-31, B Mar. 4hs VII FC Provisional Group
Consolidatod Mission Roports, 1-11 Mar. bls)

g9 YOTVE - Nine B=-25': of 820th Bomb Squadron in daylight attack
Mer. 44 on Tobie frem Taramd dropped 12 x 500-ib, and 72 x 100=1b, GP

bombs from 7,700 to 8,000 feet, 100 per cent on rumways and
sirficld installations. One flight of-thrée B-25's lapded ab
Kwajalein and from thers made second attack, dropping 6 x 500~
1b. GPs from 7,800 feet, 100 per cent on runweys. Xo AA.
Distance fioms: 1,090 to 1,400 statute miles, (F/E VII BC
Mission Report 156, 11 Mar. W) .
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g Mar, 4l MALGELAP —~ Fourteen B=25's of 47th Bomb’S'&uadron in daylight
attack on Moloolap from Apamama, Flve were abortive because
of weathor conditions. -Nine dropped 36 x 500=1lb, GP bombs
on-Tarcs from 8,200 te 10,000 feet, 83 psr cent on runways.
and airfiold installations. AL moderate and accurate, caveing
mlnor " to two B~25's. Distance fiown: 1,280 statute

( o miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 157, 1l Mar. kl.)

MILIE - Teolve P=40's of L5th Fighter Squadron assigned
mission againgt Millo were all abortive because of solid
overcast and rain. Thoy jottisoned 24 x 500-lb, bombs.
{VII F¢ Provisionsl Group Consoclidated Misaion Raports,

. - 1"’11 Mar., M.)
| 9-10 . PONAPE — Ninetoen B-2l's of 26th snd 43lst Bomb Squadrons in
Mar. Li daylight attack on Ponape from Taraws. (e was sbortive be-

cause of illness of engincer, and one because of mechanical
tronble. Fourteen dropped &4 x 500-1b. (P bombs cn Langar
Island from 10,500 to 15,000 feet, 75 per cent on target.
Eleven fircs were visible for 30 miles at 11,000 feet. Three
droppzd 18 x 500-1b, GPs on Kusaie from 8,000 feet, 100 per
cent an or near targets at Lolo Harbor, AA at Ponape moderats
and insccurate. HNo AA at Kusaie. Nono of the B-24's was
damagea. Distance flowm: 1,500 tc 2,300 gtatute miles,

(F/E VII BC Mission Report 158, 11 Mar. Lhk.)

10 Mar. 44 KUSATE - Threo B-25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in daylight
miggion agadnst Kusaic from Engobi dropped 1 x 500-1b, GP g
bomb from 100 fcet, destroying one thrse-story building on
Iole Islend, and fired five rounds of 75-rm, and an unreported
amount of .50-cal. acmunition. AA meager to moderate, and in-
accurate, causing no damage. Distance flowmm: 854 statute '
miles. (Hq. klst Bomb Group Mission Report, 12 Mar. 4h.) ° 3

ey
im0 LT

u-zﬁur A

MILLE - Nino A=-24's of 53lst Fighter-Bomber Squadron, escorted
by eight P-40°s of 45th Fighter Squadron, in mission agsinst
Mille, T a-24's wers cbortive because of ungine trouble.
Seven dropped 5 x 1,000-1b., 5 x 500-1b., and 8 x 100-1b. GP
bombs on runways, 100 per cent on targei. The P=40's dropped
16 x 500-1b, bombs and fired 2,300 rounds of H0wgal, ammni-
tion. Bowb hits were obgerved on redio installatlons and Aa
positions. AA modevite and accurate, AW meager to moderate.
None of the aircraft was dawmaged; but two crew members re-
coived minor injuries. (53Lst Fighter-Bomber Squadron Miasion
Report 531=-32, 10 Mar. 443 VII FC Frovisional Group Consolidated
Migsion Rsports, 1-11 Mars Lh.)

MILIE - Ons B-25 of 820th. Bomb Squadron in daylight mission
from Tarawa dropped 4 x 500-1b. GP bombs on Mille from 7,700
feat, 100 per csnt on target. No Ad. Distance flowns 810
statute miles. (BAtbL ecial Misaion Report, 13 Mar. [Ny
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10=-11 ~ WOTJE = Nino B=25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in daylight abtack

Mar. 44 on Tiotjo fram Tarava dropped 11 x 500~1bs and 72 x 100=1b. GP )
bombs from 9,000 to 10,500 feet, with 92 per cent of 500~
pounders and 97 per cent of 100~pounders hitting area of north
servics apron. No AA. Distance flown: 1,110 statute miles.
(F/E VII BC Mission Roport 159, 12 Mar. Lheo)

11 Mar, 44 WAKE - Elovon B-2ht's of Zrth Bomb Squadren and 11 of 38th

Borb Squadron in daylight attack on Wake from Kwajalein dropped

198 x 500~1b. GP bombs cn Peals Island and Wake Island from ]

11,500 to 13,300 fost. The Z7th Squadron got 75 per cent hitse,

, and the 38th Squadron gos ¥7 par cent hits, One fire was

visible for 35 miles at 10,000 feet, and another for 60 miles S

at 11,000 feet. AA moderatse and inaecurate, causing no damage

to B-24'c, Distance flown: 2,496 statuto miles. (F/E ViI BC g
E Hipsion Report 161, 15 Mar. L) - ‘
z

-

WILIE - Sevonteen P=40ts of 45th Fighter Squadron assigned
miasion ngainat Mille were all abortive because of solid.front
encountercd enroute. This was the last nd@;m of I,5th Fighter
Squadron from Mekin, (VII FC Provisional/ olidated Mission

Roports, 1-11 Mare lhe)

112 MALOFLAP -~ Temlve B-25's of 48th Bomb Squadron in daylight

' Mar. 44 sttack on Taroa from Apamoma. Eight ware abortive because of
tho vaather. Four dropped 16 x 500-1b, GP bombs from 10,000
feot, 100 per csnt on runvays and southeast barracks area.
AA intonso but inaceurate, causing no damage to B=-25's, Dig-
tance flown: 1,250 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report
160, L Mavre 4h.)

A

gl Ny

VALCELAP - Thros B-25's of 820th Bomb Squadron in daylight
attask fyom Tarama dropped 18 x 100-1b. GF bombs on Taroa from
8,500 fect. Tne bombs overshot the barracks, primary target,
and landed on airfisld. AA moderate to intense, but inaccurate.
One B-25 reccived mimor damage. Distance flown: 812 statute
miles. (F/E VI BC Spscial Misgion Report, 13 Mar. Liye)

12 Mar. 44 NAURU - $ix B-24's of 392d Bomb-Squadron in armed recounaissance
miosion ovor Nauru from Apamsme, OCne was abortive bocause of
gas leak, Five droppsd 45 X 500~1b, GP bombs from 12,500 to
13,000 foet, 100 per cent. hitting military positions, AA and
AW moderate and inaccurate. Two B-24's sustainsd minor damage.
Cbhtainad 100 per ceni photo coverags. Distancs flown: 483
gtatuto miles. (F/X VII BC Mission Report 169, 14 Mar. L}

Ground ocholon of the _27t,h Bestb 'Squa.dron arrived at Kwajaleln,

having dopartod Nenemsa on 2 HMarch 194k (History of 27th

Bomb Squadron, to 31 Mar. Lie)
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MTTZE~HOTSE~MALCELAP ~ Nine B-24's of 431st Boxb $quadron in
daylight bombing and roconnalssance mission from Tarawa. Two
ware sbortive because of hoavy cloud cover over iille. One
droppad 9 x 500-1b. GP bombs on Mille from 6,000 to 11,000
feat, with four hitting pear radio athtion and five among
szall revatted buildings. Three dropped 27 x 500-1b, GPs on
Tarca from 10,000 feet, in indlvidusl runs, with 18 hitting

AA positions and runways. Three dropped 27'x 500-1b. GPs on
Yotjc from 10,000 feet, in individugl runs, getting 100 per
cont hits in barracks, radic station, znd magagine aress.

AL at Mille moderato ond accurate as to altitude, but trailing.
AA at Taroa moderate and aceurate as to range and sltitude, but
tralling, AW at Wotje meager and jnaccurste, One B-24 sustained
minor demage. Obtainsd 100 per- cent photo coverage of all
targets. Distances flown: 674-1, 029-1, 173 statute miles,
(F/E V11 BC Mission Report 168, 17 Mar. blye)

JALIIT = Twolve B-25's of 47th Bomb Sguadron in daylight attack
on Jalult from Apemama dropped 45 x 500-lb. GF bonrbs on BEmid]
from 8,500 to 9,500 feet, 75 por cent on gun emplacemants. AA
intenso to modersto, and inaccurate to accurate. None of the
B-2515 was ‘damaged. Distance flown: 980 statute miles. (F/E
VII BC Mission Report 162, 16 Mar. Lh.)

KUSATE - Three B-25's of 47th Bomb Squadron in daylight mission
from Engebi dropped 1l x 500-1b. GP bombs on Kugaie from 25 Lo
200 foet, and fired 39 rowids of 75-mm. and an unreported
amount of .50-cal, ammunition. Hits were acored on buildings
and installations. AA msager and inaccurate., (ne Be~25 ra-
coived minor damsgd. Distance flowm: 1,425 statute miles,

(F/E VIL BC Spocial Mission Report, Eusaie, Island, 26 Mar. 4h.)

Ground echslon of the 36th Bomb Squadron arrived at Kwajalein,
having deparied Nenomea on 29 Februsry 1544. (History of 38th
Bomb Squadron, to 31 Mare bie)

PONAPE ~ Elght B~24's of 98th Bomb Squadron and nine of 26th
Bomb Squadren in mission againot Pongpo from Tarawa. Six
droppod 172 x 100-1b. GF bombs ofi Penape Island from 9,400 to
10,000 foet, 60 psr cent on barracks and runways. Nine dropped
27 x 1,000-1b. GPa on Ponape Island from 6,800 t¢ 9,000 feet.,
with 11 hitting ore processing plant and 12 near runways. Two
dropped 60 x 100-1b, GPs or Kuzale from 8,000 to 10,000 feet,
with 50 per cent hitting targets on Molaneil Island and lele
Hurbor. One B=-24 rearmed at Kwajelein, and on return to

Tarava dropped 9 x 500-1b, GPs cn Emid] from 11,000 feel, seven
of vhich hit barracks ond glorage areas. AA at both Ponape
and Kusaie meager and inaccurzte. None of the B-2i's was
damaged. Distance flowm: 2,300 atatute miles. (F/® VII BC
Mission Report 164, 17 Mar. bhse)
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131y MILLE ~ Tvolve B=25's of 48th Bomb Squadron in daylight atback

Mar. 44 on Mille from Apamams dropped 106 x 100-1b, and 16 x 500-1b. j

(contd) GP bombs frem 10,000 to 11,000 fest, 70 por cent on radlio ;
station, coast defonse, and storage areas, No AA. Distance
flown: 825 gtatute milss. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 163,
15 Mar. ki) ‘
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MILIE - Three B=25's of 820th Bomb Squadron in daylight shuttle
mission over Mille from Tarawa. One was abortive because it :
was unable t0 opan bomb bay doora cver target. Two dropped-

8 x 500-1b, GP bombs on ¥ille from 7,750 feet, 100 per cent

in aren of radioc installalions., AA meagor and inaccurate,

All three airplanes lended at kwajalein, and on return to

Tarawa droppzd 12 x 500-1b, GPs on Mille from 7,700 feet, with

only one hitting land, HNo AdA. None of the Be25's was damaged.
Distancos flowm: first strike, 684 statute miles; second

strike, 68, statuts milos., (F/E VII BC Misaion Report 163-8,

1 Mar, Mo)

14 Mar. 44 KUSATE - Throo B-25'a of L7th Borb Squadron in dayligut mlssion
from Engobl dropped 12 x 500=-1b. GP bombs on Moleneil Island !
from 150 to 200 feet, and fired 23 rounds ~f 75-mm. and an :
vnroported amount of .50-cal. -ammunition. Resulis were wi-
observed. SA maeger ond ineccurate, causing nc dasmage. Dis-
tanes flomn: 90 statute miles. (F/E VIT BG Special Mission
Rorort, Kusale Ialsnd, 24 Mar, 4h.)

1L-15 TOTJE -~ Twelve B~25'g of 820th Bomb Sguadron in daylight attack
Har. bk on Totjo from Tarawa droppsd 12 x 500-1b. and 108 x 100-1b. i

GP bombs over 3 1/2 hour poriod from 7,600 to 8,700 feet, 90

- por cont on rumwy intersections, barracks, and airfieid in-
stallations. AA intense to moderate, and accurate as to
altitude, but trailing, causing no damage. Distance flown:
1,1§o statute =iles. (F/S VII 3C aiasicn Report 165, 17 Mar,
L.

15 Mar. Iy TRUK - Eleven B-24's of 38th Bomb Squadron and 11 of 2924
Bomb Sguadron in night mission against Truk fiom Kwajalein—- -
the Seventh Alr Force's first mission against this target. .
(ne tas abortive because-of cngine trouble, and three because
of losing formation in bad weather. Ihirteen droppad 77 x
x 500-1b. GP bombs on Truk from 10,000 to 13,000 feet. The
38th Squadron got 94 per cent hita on aireraft installations
on Eten and on seaplane base area on Dublon, starting fires
at both plaecee. The 392d got 100 per cent hits in tank farm
area on Dublen. Terrific oxplosions, illuminating clouds
over Truk, wore visible 30 miles away on return. Two B~24's
dropped 12 x 5C0-1b. GPs on Oroluk Atoll from 11,500 to A
13,500 feet, results unobserved; amd two dropped 12 x 500=1lb, -.
GPs on Ponaps Tomm from 8,000 to 12,000 feet, results un~ -
obeorved, ' Caly. 2) airplenes were accounted for in mission . -

LRE

A Bl S T Al £ Tl W g o

7,

Aty

report. AL and AW moderais, n, iulieusq pudipapayrgte. Three b
o [hE b
LA «

o

oW 7

THIS PAGE Declas




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

’ RIS i : ‘. e ey PR i .
IR
fﬂ@&rﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ@"

/15 Mar. 44 ooarchlights were observed, but they were not coordinated
(contd) with AL, One or two onsmy aireraft mado two passes at the
38th Sguadren and one made one pass at the 392d. . Two B-2L's
! sustained minor damage from AA fire. Distances flown: 3 ,218
to 3,700 statute, miles. {F/E VII BC Mission Report 167,

L VT PR P b nA————

29 Mer, Lha)
C’ 15=16 MALOELAP - Twolve B-2513 of 396th Bomb Squadron in_daylight :
Mar. L4 mission against Maloelap from Tarawa dropped 24 x 500-1b, amd 3

72 x 100=1b, GP bombs on Taroa Irom 8,500 to 9,500 feet, s
per cent on runways and bulldings at airfield. Smoke was
visible for LO miles at 8,000 feet. One flight made indi~
vidual minimmmgaltitude strafing and cannonading attacks,
oxpending 12 rounds of 75-mm. and 6,100 rounds of .50-cal.
emmunition, getting numsrous hits on radio gtation and
sbarting fires on Engeriben Island. AA moderate and accurate,
causing minor damage to two B-2z3's. Distance flown: 1,110
statute miles. (F/E VIT BC Mission Report 166, 17 Mar. hlye)

»>1

A ————EE
’

16 Mar. L4 Rear ochzlon of 45%h Fighter Sguadron departed Apamama for
Oshu, (History of 45th Fighter Sguadron, to 31 Mar. blye)

16-17 WOTJE - Eloven B~25's of 820th Bomb Squedron in migsion
Yar, 4 against Wotje from Tarawa. Ome was sbortive bedause of engine
trouble. Two droppsd 8 x 500-lb. GP bombs on Wotje Island
from 8,000 fest, with two hitting seaplane base and” six in e
water. Nine dropped 108 x 100-1lb. G Pz on Ormed Island from
7,800 to 8,500 feet, 100 per cent on installations on south
chors., Smoke visible for 30 miles at 1,500 feet. No #A.
Digtance flown: 1,150 statute milss. (¥/E VII EC Mission
Report 171, 18 Hars ki) -

MIIIE - Nine B-25's of 47th Bomb Squadron in daylight mission
over Mille frcm.ipamama dropped 72 X 100-lb, and 12 x 500-1b.
GP bombs from 8,000 to 10,000 feet, with results not completely
estimated because of eloud cover, although hits were cbgerved
on rumrays. No AA. Ome flight of three B=25's rearmad at
Majure and on return trip dropped 36 x 100-1b, GPs on north
parking strip from 8,000 feot, 100 per cent on target. No Ad.
Distances flovm: firot strike, 490 to 800 statute miles;

cocond strike, 490 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mic~ion Report
170, 18 Mar. u&o) -

TR, X S AT TR

i
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MTLIE « Taree B-25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in daylight mission
against M1le from Taraws dropped 36 x 100~1lb. GP bombs Trom

10,000 feat, 50 por cent on island., No AA. All rearmed at

Majuro and on return trip dropped 36 x 100-1b, GPe on Mille

from 9,000 fest, 100 por cemt on installations and gun position.

Yo AA. Distances flown: first strike, 453 statute miles; .
sscond strike, 405 stabute miles.. (¥/E VII BC Mission Report

170-4, 19 Hare i)y . R

WP ... - T
A5 IR et :'! i 2

- SECURITY INFORMATION .

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




17 Mar, 44

18 Mar. L&

e

ek,

i

e bt

{—;:‘».‘“ A

g

5k

Sk Dy

Babet

IR, o
AT T

|

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Ground echolon of 392d Bomb Squadron arrived at Kwajalein,
having departcd Apamama on 11 Mareh 1944. (History of 392d
Bomb Squedron, to 31 Mar. i) -

PONAPE - Nineteen B=24's of 26th and 98th Bomb Squadrons in
daylight mission agairst Ponape. (me was abortive because
of engino trouble. Eloven dropped 159 x 100-1lb. GP bombs
from 9,000 to 10,000 feet, 36 x 5CG0~lb. incendlary clusters
from 2,300 to 7,500 feet, with hits on waterfront, tom,
rosidentisl esotion, hangars, runways, and ore processing
plant. 8ix dropped 90 x 100-1lb. GPs and 18 x 500~lb. in-
condiaries on Xusaie froa 7,000 to 9,000 feet, with hits on
rarehouses end waterfront area at Lele Harbor., One, beceuse
of illness of bombardier, dropped 30 x 100-ib, GP bombs on
Emidj from 10,000 feet, 100 per cent hits,” AA at Ponape
moderate and acscurate as to altitude but trailing. AW at
Jaluit msager and inaccurate. No AA at Xusale, One B-24
gustalned minor demaga. Distance flown: 2,300 statute mileos,
(F/E VII BC Mission Report 173, 20 Mar. 44.)

b et 8 e e byt L MRS A §
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JALUIT - Eleven B-25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in daylight
attack on Jaluit from Tarawa. One was ekbortive because of
hydraulic loak, ~ Ton dropped 8 x 500-1b. and 72 x 100-1b.
GF bombs and 6 x 1,000-1b, incondiaries on Emidj from 9,500
to 10,500 feot, with 17 per cent, 8L per cent, and 100 par
gent hitting target rospsctively. AA meager to moderate
and inaccurate, causing nc damage. Distance flowm: 785 to
1,040 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 172, i
19 Mar. Lbe) ]

POWAFE - Two B~25's of Ah7th Bomb Squadron in daylight mission
from Engebi droppsd 8 x 500-1b. GP bombs on Ponepe from 50
feet, and fired nine rounds of 75-mm. and an uareported ;
amount of 50-cal, ammnition; with hits on installations
at Langar Island. SA meager and lnaccurate, causing no
damage, Distance flown: 920 statuts miles, {¥/E VII BC
Spocial Miscion Report, Ponaps Island, 24 Mer. Liye)

warbrers

Adr echolom of 30th Bomb Group moved from Apamspa to Kwajalein
on this dats and on 20 March 1944. (History of 30th Bomb
Group, to 31 Mare L)

JALUIT - Thirteen B=-25's of -48th Bomb Scuadron in daylight
mission against Jaluit from Apsmams dropped 72 x 100-1b.,

16 % 500-1b.; and 6 x 1,000-1b. GP bambs from 10,000 to
11,000 feat. Tho 100- and 500-pounders landed on Tinlet and
Emidj, but the 1,000-poundera went in the water. Ad moderate
to masger, and inaccurate, causing no damage. Digzanes
flewme 939 statute miles, V1 B0 e Report 175,

20 Mar, Lbe) e { BE
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JALUIT - Five B-25's of 820th Bozd Squadron in daylight

bombing and expsrimantal éazmonading mission against Jalult
from Tarswa dropped 58 x 100=lb, GP bombs on Emidj from

7,800 to 8,000 foet, with 21 hitting land and 37 falling in |
the wator. Four B-25's, after dropping their bombs, proceeded
on past target and droppod a slick about five miles off shore
to aid in range estimation in an experinental cannonading -
attack. Thoy then returned, commencing their attack aboub

five milas from the target &t an altitude of 500 feet, and
breaking awsy approximately three miles from the target.

They fired 73 rounds of 75-um. ammnition, with 25 hitting in
general target area and 48 fulling short. Crews reported

that range estimation was very difficult, and that the zlicks --
could not be seen during runs., AA meager to moderate and in-
accurats, causing no damage. _Distance flown: 950 statute
miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 175-4, 2L Mar. Lk.)

MI11E - One B=2L of 43lst Bomb Squadron in daylight mission
from Tarawa dropped 6 x 500-lb, GP bombs on Mille fram 10,000
feet, then photographed Majuro. AA at Mille moeager and in-
acourate, ceausing no demsge.. Distance flowm: 1,158 statute
miles. (F/E VII EC Spocizsl Photogrephic Mission, 21 Mars 4h.)

VAKE - Tronty=ono B-2i's of 27th and 392d Bomb Squadrons-in
daylight migsion against Wake from Kwajalein. Two wWerse
cbortive bocausc of engine trouble. Nipesteen dropped 55 x
1,000-1b, and 72 x 500-1b. GP bombs on Wake Island from
12,000 to 17,000 feet. Of the 1,000-pounders, 30 per cent
hit boat basin and tank farm, znd 20 per cent of the 500-
pounders hit the samas targot. Gloud cowvorage interfered
with bombing., Firc in tank farm visible for 30 to 35 miles
at-10,000 foet. AA msagor and lnaccurate, causing no damage .
One B=2l, droppsd 5 x 1,000-1b, GPs on Wotje from 10,000 feet,
100 per cenmt on target. GCrews reported that at least 50 per
cent of ths 1,000-1b, bombs appeared to be duds. Investiga-
tion on return to baso revealed that all cotter pins had been
pulled and the arming wires were still in the airplanes.
Distance flovm: 2,400 to 2,896 statute miles. (F/E VII BC
Miosion Report 17h, 22 Mare Ahe)

MALCELAP =~ Nine B=25's of 47th Bomb Squadron in day’ight
mission against Maloolap from Apamama dropped 66 x 100-lb. and
12 x 500-1b. GF bombs on Taroa from 8,600 to 9,30C feet), with
g1l bombs except 12 hitting on or rear runways and gun posim-
tione, and those 12 fell on island, Smoke was visible fox 10
milos at 8,000 foet. AA moderste and accurate, causing minor
damage to ons B-25, Distancc {lowm: 1,100 statute miles.
(F/E VII BC Mission Report 176, 20 Mar. &h.)

JALUIT-MIILE -~ Three B=25's of 396th Bomb Sguadron in day-
light attack fram Taraws dropped 12 x 500~1b, GP bomba on
Emidj from 8,500 feet, 100 per cent storage and Barracks . - ..
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avea. Vhite and gray cuoke was viaible £6F" 10 miles at

8,500 fcot. AA moager and inaccurate, AW meager and accu-

rato, causing ninor dsmage to ong B-25, (n2 B=25 rearmed

at Kwajaloin and ons at Majuro, and on return they dropped

L % 500-1b, and 4 X 100-lb, GPs on Mille, 50 per cent on B
lend. No AA. Distanees-flowm: first strike, 415 to 630

statuto miles; second atrike, 420 to 475 statute miles,

(F/E VII BC Mission Report 181, 22 Mar, Lk.)

MILIE =~ Ono B-2L of 43let Bomb Squadron dropped 6 x 500-1b.
G® boxbs on Millo from 9,500 feat, destroying three A4
positims. It then photographsd Mille and Majuro. No Ad.
Metance flown: 1,158 statute miles, (F/E VII BC Special
Fhotographic Mission Report, 21 Mare bhe) ?

JALUIT ~ Twalvo B-25's of 820th Bomb Sguadron in daylight
misgion against Jaluit from Tarawa droppsd 6 x 1,000-1b,
ond 108 x 100-1b, GP bombs on Emid} from 7,200 to 8,700
foet, with hits on radic station and pler west of radio
otation., Black smoke visible for 20 miles. AA meager and
inscouratc, causing no damage. Distance flowms 920 gtatute
miles, (F/E VII BC Mission Report 177, 21 Mar. b4h.)

MILLE ~ Ono B=25 of 396th Bomb Squadren dropped 12 x 100-1b,
GF bcmbs on Millo from §,900 feot, with results unobserved.
Tio AAR. I% roarcad at Mojuro and on return trip dropped

12 x 100-1b, (Ps from 10,000 feet on Mille, 100 per cent on
runvey. Mo AA. Distancas flowm: first strike, 410 statute
milos; sceond strike, 410 statute miles, (F/B VII BC Special
Mission Report, 22 Mar. hh.)

MILIE~MALOSLAP - Ten Be2i's of 392d Bomb Squadron in day-~
light misgion from Apamama dropped 345 x 100-lb. GP bambs 1
on Mille frow 12,000 foet, 100 psr cent on targot. Smeoke E
vigible for 15 miles at 10,000 feet, AA meager and in-
accurate, causing no damage. They landed at Apamama, and }
nine vent out again. Five dropped 75 x 100-lb, GPs on Taroca
from 12,000 feet, 40 per cent on target; and.four dropped

60 x 100-1b. GPs on Wotje from 12,500 feet, 100 per camt on
targob. AA at Taroa meager and inaccurate., No AA ab Wobje.
None of the B=25's was damaged, Distenges flown: first
strike, 540 statute miles; escond strike, 1800 statute miles.
(F/E VII BY Spocial Unnumbered Mission, 29 Uar. Lh.)

oy A LEAT RS

PONAVE - Elovon B-2i's of 98th Bomb Squadron and 11 of 431st

Bomb Squadroa in daylight rission against Ponape from Tarawa,

Two woro akortive becauge of engine and mechanical trouble.

Fiftecr dropped 60 x 500-1b. incendiaries and 36 x 500-lb. -

GF bombs on Fonapa from 7,500 to 12,000 feet, with hits

obsarved in wocdod area, barracks area, and hangar ares.

Sroko visiblo for 35 miles at 10,000 feet. Two dropped

6 x 500-1b, GPs and 6 x 500-1b. diou on Kusale from
. . 3 Tayn: e N0 Ml 4 W0 L \
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7,500 to 10,000 feot, starting fire on pior at lele Harbor.
Twa dropped 1.2 x 500-11:. GPe on Mokil Island from 7,500 to
9,000 foot, with sight hitting building area and four in
w&ter. Ona dropped 6 x 500-lb, GPs on Pingelap Island from
10,100 foob, ¥ith results unobserved. AA meager and in-
accurato at Ponapa. Mo AA at Kusaie, Mekil, or Pingelap.
Nonz of the B-24's was damaged. Distance flown: 2,200
statute miles. (F/E VII BG Mission Report 179, 28 Mar. 44.)

HALOELAP - Tuslve B=25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in daylight
mispion against Maloelap from Tarawa dropped 24 x 500-lb.
and 72 x 100=-1b. GP bombs on Taroa from 9,500 to 10,500 feet.,
Hits were scored on northern part of island and in south
barracks arca, although 38 x 1l00-pounders wenb in the water.
Smoke was visgibls for 15 miles at 10,000 feet. A) meager to
moderata and inaccurate, causing no damoge. Distance flown:
955 to 1,088 statutc miles., (F/E VII BC Mission Report 178,
2, Har, Mo)

Lh MIIIE - Ton B=25's of 48th Bomb Sguedron in daylight mission
againgt Miile from Apamams. One was abortive because of
fatlure of bomb rolensa. Nins dropped 108 x 100-1b. GP
bombg frem 9,000 to 11,000 feot, 82 psr cent on target. Black
sipoke was viglible i‘or& nlles at 8,000 feet, A4 meager and
inasccurate, causing no damage, Six airpleanes landed et
Bngobi, and four at Kwajalein. Distance flown: 646 to 1,005
statuto miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 182, 5 Apr. 4h.)

MILIE -~ Two B-25's- of 396th Bomb Sguadren in daylight missim
from Tarevra dropped 15 x 100-lb. GP bombs on Mille from 9,500
faet; 100 por cont on targot. No AA. Thoy landed at iajure
and on return trip droppod 8 x 500-ib, GPs on Mllle from
10,000 feot., No AA. Distancos flown: first strike, 360
statuto miles; second strike, 440 statute miles. (F/E vIiI
BC Spocial Mission Report, wille Island, 24 Mar. L4.)

Alr echelon of the 38th Bomb Squadron moved from Makin to -
¥wajalein. (History of 38th Bomb Squadvon, to 31 Mar, Li.)

JALUIT = Tealve B-25's of 47th Bomb Sguadron in daylight
misgion agaimst Jaluit from Apamama. Ono was asbortive due
to bomb-rolocace failvre over target., Eleven dropped 130 x
100-1b. GP bombs on Emidj from 8,500 to 9,100 fest, 84 per
cant on targot. Explosions <nd fires were observed. Bldck
amcke vigible .for 30 miles at 2,000 feet. AA meager and in-
accurate, causing no demage., fﬁistance Zlown: 966 statute
milez., (F/E VII BC Mission ‘Report 180, 28 ¥ar. 4h.)

Ly VIAKE - Eleven B-24's of 38th Bowb 3quadron and 10 of 27th

Bomb Squadron in daylight attack on Wake from Kwajalein. One-

was abortive because of engline trouhlo.

Bightoen dropped

.
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,. .. < “ 5
g1 x 500-1b. and 54 x 1,000-Ib, GP bAs tn Weake Island fram

13,000 to 16,300 feot, with 60 por cent of formar and 50 per
cont of lattor hitting boat basin and tank farm areas. Oae
B~24 droppad 9 = 500-1b. GPs on Rengelap from 8,500 feet,
100-por cent on target. One dropped 6 x 1,000-1b. GPs on
Yot fo £rom 8,500 feet, 100 per cent hits. AA at Wake intanse
end accurate., No AA at Rongelap or Wolje. Two B-24's recelved
minor damage and one officer was killed. Distance flown;

2,4?0 svatube miies. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 183, 26 Mar.
Llye -

PONAPE = Nine B~25's of 4itn Bomb Squadron in daylight mission
from Eniwatok. Four droppsd 12 x 500~lb. and 12 x 100-1lb, GP
bomba on new airfield at Ponaps from 8,500 fest, and five
dropped 20 X 500~1lb. GPs on old airfield from $,000 to 11,000
feat. A4 modsrate and inaccurato, causing no damage. Distance
flomms 875 statute milea, (F/E VII BC Special Misslon Report,
Ponaps Islend, 6 Apre Lh.) = ‘
PONAFE — Nino B~251s of 4Sth Bomb Squadron in dayligh® mission
against Ponaps from Enivetok. One sbortive because of malw
function of boxb rolease. Six dropped 34 = ‘500-lb. GP bombs
on Ponape Island from 10,000 foot, with rosulis unobserved.
me mado: socond atbtack from 50 to 100 fest, firing.l7 rounds
of 7h~rm. tnd 2,500 rounds of .50-cal. azmmition at bulldings
end parsomnsi on airotrip. Thrde dropped 12 x 500=-1b. GP
bomba from 9,000 foet on Nikalap Aru, Ant Islend, 100 per cent
on buildings. A4 at Poneps modorate and incecurate, causing
no demage. Distance flowm: 875 stotute miles. (F/E VI BC
Migoion Report 185, 6 Apr. Lhk.)

MAILCELAP-JALULIT - Twelve B-25's of 820th Bomb Squadron in
daylight mission from Tarawa. One abertive baecause bomb ro~
lears was not in propor slot. Fleven dropped 8 x 500-1b. and
102 x 100-1b, GP bombs on Tarca from 7,700 to 11,000 feet,
with rosults largely obscured by cloud coverage, Mzager and
irncourate..AA csused rinor damage to oms B-25. ALl airplancs
roarzsd at Majure and on return trip droppsd 4 x 1,000-lb.,

L x 5Q0-1b,, and 108 x 100-lb, GPs on Emidj from 7,600 to
9,000 feat, with hits noar redio stafion and ssaplane hangar.
Red flamss and black smoke visible for 20 miles at 8,000 feet.
AA mosger and inacerrste, causing no damage. Distances flowns
first atrike, 700 statute miles; sécond strike, 530 statute
milos., (F/E VII BC Mission Report 18k, 1 Apre 4k.)

SHIPPING - Tares B=25's of 820th Bomb Squadron in mission from
Engebi againot reported enomy shipping. Shipping vov sighted.
Distance flown: 1,150 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Speclal
Kisslon Report, 21 Aprs Ahe) .

Forvard echelon of the L5th Fighter Squsdron departed Makin
for Oshu., (History of L5th Fighter Squs.dron,wt_?:zhgz{ar. 44 )
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Ground echolon.of tha 98th Bomb Squadron dapartcd Tarawa,
and air echolon moved frcm Taraws to M¥akin, (History of
98th Bemb Squadron, to 31 Mar. i)

JALUIT = Thirteen B=25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in daylight
miazion over Jaluit from Tarawa. 8ix dropped 70 x 100-1b.
GP bomba on Emidj, 100 per csnt on gun positions and storage
aroa., Iwo droppod 4 x 1,000-1b. S8AP bombs on Aineman, all
in water. Four dropped 48 x 100-1b, GPs on Tiniet, 12 on
land and 36 in water. A« meager and inaccurate, cauaing no
damage. Threo airplanes rearmed at Majuro and on retumrn
trip dropped 36 x 100-lb. GPs on Tiniet from 9,500 fest, 50
par cent on small fuel dump and 50 per cenbt in water. AA
mrager and accurate, causing minor damage to ons B-25,
Distances flovwm: first strike, 525 to 825 statute milss:
sacond strike, 615 statuto.miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Tio=
port 186, 1 Apr. 4h.)

PONAPE-ART - Thirteen B-35's of 48th Bomb Squadron in day=-
light. attack on Fonape and Ant Atolls from Eniwetok bombed
as follows from 50 to 11,000 feet: 36 x 10-1b, frags on
Langar Island, 48 = 120—.Lb. frags and 3 x 300-1b, GPs on
Ant Atoll, 2 x 500-1b, GPs on Nanue Island, 7 = 500-lb, GPs
on Ponapo Islm'd and 12 x 500-1b, GPs on Ronkiti Town. In
addition thay fimd 65 rounds of 75-pm, and 9,650 rounds of
«50-cal. ammnition. AL moderate and inaccurate , causing
no damago., Distancs flown: 875 statuto miles. (F/E V11 BC
Miscion Report 187, & Apre. 44.)

Ground echslon of the 30th Eomb Group arrived at Kwajaleln,
(History of 30th Bomb Group, to 31 Mar. kl.)

POVAFE - Thirtoen B=25ts of 48th Bomb Squadron, escorted by
14 FiU's, in uaylight mission over Ponape from Eniwetok.
Three droppsd 36 x 120=1b. frag clusters on new airfield
from 800 feet, 100 per cont on rurways, and fired 37 rounds
of 75=mm, and 10,150 rounds of .50-cal. ammunitieon. Ten
dropped 48 x lOGu-lb. GP3, 36 x 120«1b. frags snd 36 x 100~1b.
incendiarics on old elrfield from 10,000 to 11,000 feet,

100 por cent on rmunways and installations. AW and SA moderate

and inaccurate, Inbtercepbion by 15 Zokes and Tonyz who were
airborne when format?iia arrived over Ant Atoll. A rumning
fightor lasted sbout 45 minutes., Fighters seemed aggressive,
although inexpsrienced and of- poor ability. Our evasive
tactics consigted of speed; turns, and a low-level tight
formatlon. , Four Zekes wore dostroyed in the edr and two were
probably destroyed. (ne B-25 recelved minor damsge, (F/E
VII BC Mission Report 189, 11 Apr. 4k4.)

MALOELAP =~ Fiftesn B=251s of 47tk and 43th Bomb Squa.drons :I.n
daylight attack on Maloalap from Apsmama, One was abortive
because.of .1osing formation in frog g v
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- 25~26 GP boobs on Taroafi’fr_am 9,500 feet, 50 per cemt on islald, ;
Uar, b Three droppod 12 x 500-1b. GPs on Ollot from 10,000 feet, i
{contd) 50 per cent on island, end fired five rounda of 75-i. !
ammunition, Ono B-25 with engine trouble dropped k4 x 500-
1b. GPs on Mille from 8,000 feet, results unobserved. Al
. at Taroa and Ollot meager to moderate and inaccurate, and
{ at Mille meager and sccurate. One B-25 recelved minor ~ .
- " damage. Distance flown: 900 to 1,110 statute miles. (F/8
VII BC Mission Report 188, 1 Apr. Lk.)

26 Mar. AL PONAPE - Twelve B-25's of 48th Bomb Squadron, escorted by
12 FiU's, in daylight attack on Ponape from Eniwetok. Be- |

: cause of rain squalls and cloud cover over new airfiefd;-

i viaich was primary target, secondary and last resort targets

: ware attacked. Four dropped 28 x 120-1b, frag clusters on X

t Ponape Town from 800 feet, 100 per cent on target ares, -and

fired 26 rounds of 75-mm. snd 4,700 rounds of .50-cal.

ammmnition, with undetormined results. Four dropped 48 x

120-lb, frags on industrial plant from 11,000 feet, 100 per

cant on target. Four dropped 16 x 500-1b, GF bembs on

Lingar ITeland frem 11,000 feet, 100 psr cont on targot. AL

intence and accurate from Ponape Island, aad intense and .

inageurate from Langar Island. While lesving Ponape Towm,

the first flight was attacked by ore Zeke which shob down

one B~25, Teo sdditional B-25!'s sustainad minor damage.

Distanco Tlown: 875 statute miles. {F/E VII BC Mission Re-

port 151, 13 Apre bhe)

Mr gchelon of the 292d Bomb Squadron moved from Apamama
to Kwajalein. (History of 392d Boab Squadron, to 31 Mar. L)

[T ——

Ady oehelcn of the 27th Bomb Squadron moved from Makin to
Kwajalein. (History of 27th Bomb Squadron, to 31 Mar. 4k}

26-27 JALUIT = Teolve B=25's of 820th Bamb Squadron in mission
Uar, ki ngainst Jalult from Taraws dropped lik x 100=1b, GP bombs

on Emidj from 8,100 to 8,900 feot. Bombs wers dropped on
lead airplans and all fell short of tergets, although only
36 went in the water, Hits wore scored on A4 position near
radio station. AA msager and inaccurate, causing no damege.
All alrplanes rcarmsd ai Majuro and on roturn dropped 132 x
100-1b, GP bombs on Zuidj from 5,000 to 9,500 feet. Results
vore largely undobermined, although hits were observad in
vicinity of soaplans hangars. One airplane failed to drop
bombs whon over targst because bomb switches were not turned

L7 pcr e

-
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on. AA maagor and inaccuratc, causing no damage. Diatances ;
L flowm: first strike, 535 statute miles; second atrike, 535 .
! Gtatute milos. (F/E VII BC ission Report 150, 13 Apra hk.) :
27~28 MALOFLAP-MIIIE - Nine B-25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in daylight ;
Har. L4 attack from Tarawa dropped 72 x 100-lb, and 12 x 500=1b. GP

bombs on Taroa from 9,000 to 10,800 feet, with-hits on runways

-
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2728 and service apron, AA meager to moderate 2nd accurate,
: ¥ar. 44 cauaing minor damago to two airplanes. All airplenes rearmed
‘ (contd) at Majuro and on return trip dropped 105 x 100-lb, GPs on

Mille frem 9,500 o 10,000 feet, with all bombs hitting islard,
Gray end bloele cmoko visible 10 miles away at 4,000 feet., No
‘M, Distances flowm: first sirike, 650 statute milesc; second
( strike, 425 statute miles, . (F/E VII BC Mission Report 192,

i 1 Aprs M}n) )

MITIE-MATOELAP-WOTJE - Three B-24's of 26th Bomb Squadron in
~—daylipght armed reconnainsance from Tarsws. One dropped 12 x
500~1b. GP bombs on Mille from 11,000 feet, 100 per cent hits.
One droppad 12 x 500-1b, GP bombs on Tarca from 9,000 to
11,000 fost, 100 por cent hits. One dropped 8 x 1,000-1b.
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? SAPs on Wotje from 10,000 to 11,000 feet, 100 per cent hita,
| No AL ot Wotje or Mille. Meager and inaccurate Ai at Taroa.
) lione of the B-24's sz - damasged. Distances flown: 652-1, - }
000=1, 162 statuto miles. (F/E VIL BC Mission Report 19k, }
' 29 ¥ar, hh.) :

PONAPE ~ Threo B-25's of 48th Bomb Squadron in strafing and
acarch micsion over Ponape from Eniwetok. Because of weather
over Penapo, thoy firod nine rounds of 75=mm. and 1,650
rounds of .50~¢al. armunition at Pakin from 200 feet, then
gtrafod Ujelang with five rounds of 75-mm. and 300 rounds of
o50—cal, ammunitlion. Msager S4& from Ujelang cavsed no damages
Distance flom: 1,250 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission
Rﬂporb 1935 30 Yar, Mo)

weFm

JAWUIT - Bight B~25's of 48th Romb Squadron in daylight
mi.osion from Engebl dropped 96 x 100-1b, GP bombs on FEmidj
from 9,500 o 11,500 fest, 100 per cent on or near target.
A7 meager snd inaccurate, causing no damage. The alrplanes
landed at Apamsmn, Distance flown: 1,040 statute mlles,
{F/E VII BC Special Mission Report, 1 Apr. &k.)

JALUIT ~ Ono B-24 of Headquarters VII Bomber Command, piloted
by Brig. Gon. T. H. Landon, in mission from Tarawa dropped

6 x 500-1b. GP barbs on Jabor from 9,200 feet. AA meager and
inaceurate, causing no demsge. Distance flown: 750 statute
miles. (F/E VII BC Special Bombardment Mission heport,

28 Yar. Lal{-o)

ot wieTal b T ian i Wk e sk © o R

28 Uar, I RONGELAP - Ono B-2. of Headyuarters VIL Bomber Command, en-
route from Kwajalein to Eniwstok, dropped 6 x 500~-1b, GP
bombs on Rongelsp from. 8,200 feet. No AA. Diatance fiown: ;
1436 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Special Mimsion Repoit, !

— .

28 MELI'. J’.}I{.-) o
28-29 TRUK - Ten B-24's of 3924 Bomb Sguadron and 11 of 38th Bomb
¥ar, Lb Squadron in night mission against Truk from Kwajaleln. Three

wero shortive because of mechanical malfunctions and ane be-
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28-29 . follows: 162 x 100-1b, GPs and five flares on Moen from 10,500
i Mor. 4 - foots 30 x 100~lb, GPo on Udot from 12,000 feet; 110 x 1C0~-lb.

i (contd) GPs ond five fleroo on Eten from 9,500 to 11,000 fest; 60 x

: 100-1b. GPs on Dublen from 9,400 to 10,000 fest; 60 x 100=1b.,
: GPs ca Uman from 11,500 to 12,000 fect; and 50 x 100-1b. GPs
. and fivo flarcs on Megegon from 10,400 to 10,500 feat. Estl-
( mated that 85 per cont of total bemb load of 590 x 100+1lb,
2 GPs and 20 Mk=6 flares fell on targeta. One large fire
visible on Moen frem 70 miles at 9,500 feet., AA and AW intense
and inaceurate. Four to six searchlights were observed., None
of the B=24's was damaged, Distance flomm: 2,180 statute miles.
(F/E VII BC Misgion Report 195, 29 Mar. hi.)

ot s it

S

JALUIT=-MALORELAP = Three B=25's of L8th Bomb Sguadron in day-
1light mission frem Apamama dropped 11 x 500-1b. GP bombs on
Eatdj, with 10 hitting lagoon and one falling om the beach,

) No AA. A1l rearmed at Majuro, and on return trip dropped 12

X 500-1b. CPs on Taroz from 9,000 feet, 100 per cent on run~
waya, and fired fivo rounds of-75-mm. and an mreported amount
of ,50~cal. emmunition., No AA. Distances flom: first strike,
608 atatito miles; sccond strike, 650 statute milss. (F/E

VII BC Mission Report 202, 1 Apr. 4he)

: JALUIT-MALOZLAP ~ Twolve B-25's of 47th Bomb Squadron in day-
1 light striko from Apamsma, Eight droppsd 7 x 1,000-1b, SAP
1NN bombs and 16 x 500~Ih GPants on Emidj fram 9,400 to 9,500 faot,

: The torget wae overshot bocause of dalayed action of lead
plane, but hangor was degtroyed and stores area was hit. Four
aroppod 8 x 1,000-1b, 5APs on Ainomea from 8,200 feet, 100
i por cont in radio statiocfi area. AA maager and inaccurato.

' - A11 alrplanos rearmed at Majuro and on- return, eight droppsd

39 x 500-lbe. GPn on Taroa from §,500 to 8,700 feet, with hits
on alrfield, and four dropped 16 x 5(0-lb. GPs on Mille from
9,900 foa, 100 par cent on runways. AA at Taroa moderate and
inaccurato. No AA at Mille. None of the B-25's *was damaged.
Digtencas flown: first strike, 609 astatute miles; second strike,
L89 to 717 statuto milos. (F/E VII BC Mission Report 202-4, -
10 Apr. bl

PYRPPE: .
. N

T

MILIE-MALOSLAP =~ Trio B=25's of 820th Bomb Squadren in daylight
mission droppod 24 x 100-1b, GP bombs on Mille irom 10,000
feet, 30 per cent on target. A4 moager snd inacourate, causing
no damwsge., They rearmod at Majure, and on return dropped 8 X
500-1b. GPs on Taroca from 9,950 fed 100 per cent on target.

AA mssgor and insceursto, causing no Jdemage. Distance flown:
. firot strike, 415 statute mil~s; sseond strike, 380 statute
‘;ﬂ miles. (F/BE VII BC Special Missica Report, 6 Apre hise)
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29 Mar. M JALUIT - Three B-25's of 48th Bomb Squsdron and three of 820th
Bomb Sguadren in daylight miseion against Jaluit from Kwajalein
dropped 36 x 100=lb, and 12 x 500~1b. GP bombs on Emidj from
8,300 to 8,500 fect, with all bombs exc o
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_ 29 Mar. 44 hitting targst area. No AA. Adrplanes landed st Apamsma and
“(contad) Tarawa,. Disbancs flowm: 645 to 730 statute miles. (7/E VII
: BC Special Mission, Emidj Island, 6 Aprs ki) :

- Alr echolon of 26th Bomb Squadron moved from Tarawa to Enlwetok.
(History of 26th Bomb Squadron, to 31 Mar. 4k.)

26~30 PONAPE - Throe B~25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in daylight
Maxres L migion against Ponape from Engebl dropped 35 x 100~1b, GP
°  bembs from 50 fest, and fired 28 rounds of 75-mm. and 5,000 _

rounds of 50-cel. amunition. The B=-25's wers preceded over
the target by two flights of Fill's, Large fires wsre started
in warohouse area, AA moderate aad aceurate, causing minor
damago to one B-25 and wounding one officer and one enlisted
man. Distence floxm: 805 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Special
Miggion, Ponaps Island, 8 Apre hlia)

RONGELAP - Two B-25's of 820th Bomb Squadron in daylight
mission against Rongelap from Kwajaleln dropped 2, x 100~1b.
GP bombs Irom 9,970 fest, 100 per cent on radie statiqiarea,
gtarting large fires visible for 35 miles at 9,500 feet. Neo
Ak, Alrplands landed at Engebi, rearmed, and returned for
anothar attack, bub attack was not mede bscause of activity
on Rongelap. It was dsolded not to attack to avold any
poosible interforcnes withlanding troops. Wo Ad. Distances
flovm: first striko, 495 otatute milea; cecond strike, 435
statute miles. (F/E VIL BC Special Mission, Rongelap Atoll,
6 Apr. ble)

VALOZLAP~JALUIT - Twalve B-25's of 820th Bomb Squadron in
daylight mission from Tarawa. OUne vas abortive becauss of
onging troubls., Eight dropped 24 x 500-1b. GF bombs and

L x 1,000-1b, SAP bombs on Tarca from 8,200 to 9,000 feet,
100 par cont on island. Three dropped 12 x 500=1b, GPs on
Wotje from 9,000 feot, 100 per cent on airfield. AA msager
snd accuratc, ceusing minor damage to one B-25. Eleven alr~
plencs rearmcd ab Majuro and en return trip dropped L4 x 500=
1b, GPp on Bmidj from 8,000 to 9,000 foet, with Hlts on Ad
positions and radio.station area. Rosulbs vare largely un-
determinod. AA meager and inaccurate, causing no damage.
Distancos flowm: firsi strike, 635 to 770 statusce miles;
second strike, 550 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report
203; 10 Apr. u&-) _

30 Mar. 44 TRUK - Tronty-one B-2ts of 27th and 98th Bomb Squadrons in _
night mission ageinst Truk from Kwajalsin and Eniwetok. Ome
was aborbive besause of mechanical malfuncticning. All alp-
planes carried 100-1b. GF bombs. The 27th Squadron, bombing
from 9,000 to 13,000 Zeet, dropped 202 on Param, 90 per cent
on target; 52 on Dublom, 100 psr cemt on target; 30 on Fefan,
100 per cent on target; and onaps, 50 per cent on target.
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30 Mer. 44 The 98th Squadron, bombing from 10,000 fest, dropped 280 on
{contd} Dublon seaplane base, 100 per cent on target; 40 on Umai,
rosults unobsorved; and 40 on Hoen, results unobserved. AA

meagsr to intense, bri inaccurate. Twenty searchlights were |

observed. None of the B-24's was damaged, Distance flown:
1,543 to 2,366 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Misaion Report
196, 2 Apr. Lk}

30-312. WOTJF-¥ILLE - Two B~25's of 820th Bomb 3quadron in daylight

Mar. hLi migsion frem Kwajalsin dropped 24 x 100-1b. GP bombs on
Ormad Island from 9,500 feat, 100 per cent in barracks ares,
with smoke from fires observed for 30 mliles at 8,000 feet.
No AA. Rearmad at Hajuro and on return dropped 8 x 500-lb,
GPs on }ille from 10,000 fest, 100 per cent on AA positions
on north tip of island., No AA., Distances flowm: first
strike, 375 slatute miles; second strike, L15 statute mniles,
(F/% VII BC Special Misoion Report, 6 Apr, L)

[

JALUIT=MALOELAP - Twolve B~25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in
daylight strike from Tarawa dropped 72 x 100-lb, and 24 x
500-1b, incendixrics on Tiniet from 8,500 to 10,500 feet.
nly a fow hits worc seored, although thase started fires.
A1 sirplancs roarmnd at Majuro and on return trip drepped
47 % 500=1lb. GPs on Taroa from 8,500 to 10,400 feet, and
11 x 500-1b, GPs on Tiniot from 10,000 fest. Hits were
observed on Tarca turning cirecle. AA meager and lnaccurate,
causing no damage, Distances flown: first strike, 525 to
750 gtatute milos; socond sbrike, 525 to 635 atatute miles.
(F/E VII BC Minsicn Report 204, 6 Apr. Ah.) ,

30 Mar, 44 TRUK = Thirteen B-24's of 43lat Bomb Squadron and nine of
26%h Bomb Squadron in night mission against Treuk from™ -
Enivetok., One was abortive becauss of machanical malfunctions. -
Seventoon dropped 580 x 100-1b, GP bombs on Moen from §,000
to 13,000 foot, with 478 hitting airfield, and 14 hitting
goaplane base, starting two large fires and 20 to 30 small
vnes viaible for 60 miles at 11,000 foet., Three dropped
120 x 100-lb. GPs cn Dublon from 8,500 to 10,500 feet, 88
on soaplanz basc and 28 en town.. Ons dropped 40 x 100-lb.
GFos on unidentified islend, results undotermined., AA and AW
maager to intense, and inaccurate. Approximately 22 search-
lights v2ro observed. Both squadrons wore intercepted by
one adrplans sach, tausing minor to two B-24°8. Dis-
tance Tlowm: 1,530 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report
197, 12 Apre Liey

Ground ocholon of 431lst Bomb Scuadran arrived at Kwajalein,’
having departed Tarawe on 27 March 1944. (History of 43lst
Bomb Squadron, to 31 HMar. bhe)

“ 31 Mar.- PONAPE - Eleven B-25's of 47th Bozb Squadron, escorted by
1 Apr. 44 16 Marine FiU'z,; in daylight mission against Panape from
. Engebi dropped 24 x 500~lb. and 60 x 100~lb. GP bombs from
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, 31 Mar. - 9,000 %o 9,700 foot, I0D per cent on Ponape Towm and old
- ’ 1 Apr. 4,  alrfield. A4 moderats and inaccurate, causing no damage.
(contd) Digtance flovm: G40 statute milss, (F/E VII BC Specisl
Minoion Ropord 47=h, 11 Apr. Li)

e{” ‘ MALOELAP=-JAIUIT ~ Thirtern B-25'e of ,8th Bomb Sguadron and

- threo of 47th Bomb Squadron in daylight mission from Apamema,
. .Onz 7as sborvive bocause of fusl leak, Fifteen dropped 48 x

g 500~1b, GP bombs on Taros fram 9,000 to 10,500 feet, 50 per

i cont on tapgot arca. Ah weager and insccurate, causing no

o damags. Rearmed at Majuro and on return dropped 54 x 500-1be

N GPs on Emidj frem 9,500 to 10,500 foet, 100 per ceént™on or

H near targets. A4 meager and inaccurate, causing no damage.

; Digtancsg flown: first strike, 720 statute miles; second

1

sirike, 570 stutute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Reporu 203,
7 Apr. kk.)
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1 Apr. 44 FONAPE = Bix B=85'g of 47th Beub Squedrom in daylight low- d
lovol boabing and ctrafing nlssion over Ponape. They dropped
16 x 500=Ibe GP beobs cud 24 x 100-1b. incondiery clustors
frem B8O foot, end £ired 21 x 76-ma. shells end 2,680 rounds
of J[0wonl, curunitien at oneny airevaft and berracks areess
A% loant two borrasks woro demoliched and large fires were
gbartede A4 moager and acourate, csusing minor demage to
ons airplemes Diztencs flowms 940 statute miles. (F/E VII
BC Spoclal Misoion Report 475, 11 kpre dde)

TRUX - Hinotoen B-24tc of. 38th and $92d Boub Squadrons assigesd:
niseioa agoiust Truks Pour wore sbortive booauge of naviga=
ticmsl orror. Fourtoon dropped 24 x 500-1b. GP bombs and

€0 x 500-1be insondiarios from 10,500 to 14,000 feet, sterting
Pives ot Dublon cnd in tonk form erass. Three fightors, in-
oluding cmo tuineomgine sirplmo, imteroepted. #lrplanes alse
opposod by meagor cad insosurate AA and secrohlights. Nons

of tho B-24ts was domaged. Oue B~24 hit Ponape with 8 x 500-1b.
bacbse Mamtzirm distence flezms 2,630 statute miles. (F/E VIL
BC Misnien Roport 188, 3 Apre 44.)

ground ocholon of 431zt Bozb Squedron arrived at Kwajalsin.
(Bistory of 43ist Bemb Squadron, Apre 44,)

=2 MALOELAP-JALUIT - Twolvo 2-256's of §R0th Bomb Squadron

Apro & asoigned to chuttlo miscion over Heleolap oxd Jalult. Oue
pdrpleno was cbortlyo becanse of omgino trouble. Eleven
droppcd 108 x 100=1b. GP and 4 = 1,000-1b. SAP bombz on
Teron from 8,000 o 8,500 foot. Tho airplancs resrmed at
Majuro and on roturn to Tarawa droppod 44 x 500-1b, GP bamba
on Inddj froa 8,000 to 9,500 feot. AL from both places meager
ond inocoursso, souwcing no danege. Distance Ilowng 830 statute
nilos. (F/E VII BC Mission Roport 203, 7 Apre 44.)

2 Apre. 44 TRUE = Tyomby=too B=24's of tho 27%h ond 43ist Bemb Squadrons
in might —losions ngainst Truk froaa Eniwetok dropped 144
500=-1b, OF bemb: tad 60 x E00=1b, incordiary oclustera frem
10,000 te 12,000 foot om Dublon redlo ctoblon end industrial
arco. [a edditional B=24 droppod 10 x 500wlbe CF bombz on
Ponops fran 10, Fo0t. AA reagor to intenne, but lnnoourate,
Searshlights orratic. Intorooption by two to throe night
Pightors. Ikno of tho B-24"s weg damsgod. Distenses flcams
Imivotok to Trul, 1,580 statuto milez: Feajaledn to Truk,
2,286 stotubo miles. (F/B VII BC Mission Report 199,

12 Apr. %9) .

Ground osholen of 95%h Bemb Squadron ard nir ocholen of 43let
Boxbk Squodron arrivod ot Evajaleoin. (History of 98th Bemb
Squodron, Apr. 843 Hictory of 4351lst Bomb Squsdron, dpr. 44.):
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-JALUTE-MALOZLAP = Trolvo B-26'c of 396th Bemb Squadron took

off freo Torcya for doylight strike at Jalult. Flve eirplancs

coro cboprtive Looaus? of tho wosther, snd one Jettisoned bembs
aftor loaving bargob. Siz dropped 72 x 100-1b. GP bazbs on

dd} froa 9,800 to 9,700 fool, with 62 hitting larnd, dest:cy-

iz o bridge end probably destroying o-large building snd gun

position. Soven B-26's reormed at Majure, smd on return trip

dropped 28 x §00-1lb, GP bezbz ¢n Taroa from 9,600 to 10,500

fook, with hits on gun positicm énd rumvay. AA «t Jalult

nesgor cnd inccowrato, and at Haleslmp, meoger snd aocurste,
oousing mincy dcmage to eme airplanc. Diestancss flowns

first ctriko, 560 statuto nilosi sscond strike, 225 statute

milose (F/E VII BC Migedon Boport 207, 11 Apre 44.)

TRUK « Blevon B~24's of 26¢h Bemd Squadron and 10 of 98th
Bomb Syundron staged through Eniwetok in night mission egainst
orulk, Tuonty Be24's droppod 238 x 500=lb. GP bozbe from 8,000
%o 14,000 fect, £2lling oo follomot 65 on Eton Island airfiold,
120 on Dublon Island, and tho pemainder in the water or un=
choervod. AA and Al meogor ond inacoursto. Threo B-24's
(ne B-24
droppod 12 x 300-1b, GP bembs on Poncpe Zrom 8,400 fect,
i00 por comt om targot. Uo AA end no intorooption. XNons of
%the B-24'c wao dcmogod. Distense flown: 1,530 statuve nilee.
(r/B VIT IC Miscion Roport 200, 13 Apre 44.) ’

. attacked
PONATE - 3ix B=25'c of 4Tth Bexb Squadron/old and now rumreys
at Ponspo, droppinz 36 x 120-lb. frogeentation olusters, 36 =z
100-1b. GF bombo, in addition to firing B8 rounds of 75«xm. and
8,100 roundc of o80-onl. <maunition. AA moderats end accurate,
ecusing 0light deongo %o four eirplanes, Distance flems 950
stetuto niloss (F/S VII BC Miosion Roport No, 478, 12 Apre 44.)

TALGEIAP » 3ix B-25'2 of 5968th Bomb Squedron in daylight misszion
agolnat Ealeolop droppod 24 x 500~1b. GP bombs on Tarcs from
9,000 to 10,800 foot, with all but two hitting terget area.
Sxoke from firos visible for 10 miles at 1G,000 feet. No Ak-
(F/B VII BC Spcoial Misslon Report, 8 Apre 4ds)

POKAPE - Six B-25's of 47th Bezb Squadron in lew-level bembing
and strafing nicsica over Peanapes 0id and now cirfislds w.ro
hit from 300 to 500 fect with a totsl of 36 x 100-1be GP bombs,
ond 36 x 120-1b, frogmontetion olustors. In addition 30 x
TE=cm, oomnen sholls wore fired snd 5,400 rounds of »50-oal,.
grmunition wore oxponded strafing. Loargs firos wers stertsd.
AR from gunc meoagor and inaccurate, but from AW moderats and
aosurato eausing minor o to threo alrplanss. Distamwe
flcomt 960 ctobubo milcas. (F/R VII BC Speoisl Mission Report
&T-7, 12 &prs 24.) -

JALUITVALOELAF = Twolve B-25's of 48th Bamb Squadron end
thred of 47¢h Bomd Squadron in daylight shubtle missions Om_ -~
ropped

6 x 1,000~1b. GP bombs
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on Adncarm Tolemd frem 10,000 foof, with hits sround redio
tovors apd oight dropped 48 x B00-1b. OF bombs on Eaid) from
9,500 %o 11,000 foot, with 88 hitting ialand, results undstors
ndrods A1l edrplanos rsareed ab Majurs, end on- roturn te
Apomicon 6roppod GO = §00-1be GF baxbs tn Tarca froo 9,600

$o 1,000 foot, im nddition to strafing with 36D rounds of
«50~0al, acmandtion. FPiftyefivo of tho bosbs landed oa
iplend, with reoulic uwndotorminod. A2A cnd ¥ st Jaluit mengor
oad ineconroto. AA at Maleolop meager Lo nodorats and csourate,
cousing minor dcmage %o cno B=Ebo Digtomoss flowms first
oteilem, 600 stotute milosy eeoond strike, TOO siatute miless
(¥/E VII BC Itiscion Ropor: &8, 9 Apr. 4d.)

TRUK = Zoslvo B=24'z of 38th Bemb 8quadron and eight of 26th
Boab Squodron in night mizsion ageinst Truk. Cae ebortlive

duo to mochonienl malfunotion. Sixtoon droppod 220 x 100-lbe
ipsendiaxy olustors end 84 x 300-1b. GP bebs on Dublon and
Hoon fren 9,000 to 12,600 foot, 98 por cunt om targetas, Omo
B=-%4 droppod 12 x §00-lb. GP bembz on Pomaps frem 11,200 feeb,
100 por cont on targote AA and AY ot Trok veried frow meager™
%o inkonso, bat oo, inasourato. Thore wope 7 to 16 inmogurats
scorehlights ot Trulc, apd imtoreoption by Z to 4 might fightors
of vhlch two wore dootroyed. Two B-Z4's logt scen ower tarpgot,
did net roturn. No AA or intoreoptien ot Pennpo. Distense
fiovns 2,278 stobuto miles. (F/B VII BO Mission Esport 201,
10 &PTB Mo) .

PEIAPE « Bix B«25's of 4Tth Berb Squadron, cacorted by eight
Varizs 7%, In gosond attosk om Ponapo, dropping 24 x 500-=1b,
0P bemba £rom 50D te 600 fco%. In nddition, thoy experdsd -

€8 rovndn of .76~m. conmen cad 9,500 rounds of ,60-oal. corumie
tien. Firos woro storéod. HMHodorate eand anocsurate AA ocaured
mipor derngo Ho one B-B8. Dilstancs flems 260 statute miles,
(F/2 VII BC 1scion Roport M-133, 16 fpr. 44.)

JALUIT-HALCZLAP - ‘l’mlﬁm B-26's of 820th Bemb Squadren drappoad
68 = 100«1b, GP bozbs ard 24 x E00-1lb. incendiary olusters on
Jdober Iolomd (Joluit) fron 8,000 to 11,000 fost, sstting lorge
cmplosion ond osovoral Rirco. HMeogsr cnd inccourate AA orused
no 4cmnpo. AL} amlrplomes roarmod ot Majluro. On the roturn
trip, 11 of thcn dropped 44 x 500e1b. QF hembe om Taroa
{tadoolap) fren 8,000 4o 9,000 foot, and ons dropped four E00-Ibo
GFa on lMillo fyen 8,000 foots Moager and inmcourate AL causcd
no dewage. Distonsa flotms £irct strike, 534 statute miless
cocord gtriko, 654 obotuto niloo. (F/B VII BC Missien Report _
¥-131, 1182, 14 Apro 44.)

Grovnd ooholom of 1lth Bomb Group errivod at Kwejalein, kaviry
dopartcd)‘l'arm on 23 Morsh 1844. (History of 111:11 Boemb Group,
Ap?o Adq - -
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MALOTLAP=JALUIT = 9odldco B-26% of 396th Bexb Squadron dropped
3= 1,000-1bs BAP bezdo ard 108 = 100-1b, GF baxbs om Taron
£rom 9,300 to 10,800 foot; causing large fires. Mssger and
innoourcto AA ecuscd no demago. A1l adrplencs lended at lajuro.
0a the roturm %rip, 11 B=26's dropped 4& x 600-1lb. GF bowbs Cu
Enigj fren 8,800 to 10,800 foet. Monger eud inscourate AK
caused mo dermgo. Distoncss flewn: first strike, 845 statute
miloos sooond ctriko, 535 stotuts miless. (F/E VII BC Mission
Ropors M-134, 1=135, 13 Apre. 44.)

d

TARE = Dloven B=-24'p of the 27th Bomd Bqundron and 12 of the
3924 attaoked ¥oke from imajoloin, Threce sirplenes were
cbortive. The remaindor dropped 162 x 600-lb. GP bombe on
Toke Isicnd end 18 x §00«lbs GPs on Peale Island frem 10,500
to 14,500 fesh. Hits wore scored on runwnys snd dispersal
proas on Weke and in socplene base on Peale. No AA wnd no
intorooption., Distenco flowat 1,600 statute miles. (r/B vII
EC Miosion Ropert H=-209, 10 Aprs 44.)

POHAPE ~ 8ix B-25'p of 47th Bomb Sguadron dropped 18 x 50C-1be

.GP tembas ond 12 x 100-1be inoendiary clugters on Ponspe from

500 foob, opd 1 addition fired 72 rounds of 75-=m. connen ard

10,400 rounds of .50~0sl. smmmition.

Smokes from fires was

vigiblo for 15 nilos at 200 feot. Mosgor and acourste AL

causcd ninor demago to ono alrplars,.

Distanse flomwms 76O

gtcbuto miles. (F/E VII BC lMiacion Roport M=136, 16 Apr. 44.)
JALUIT-ALOZLAP = Trolwe B-26's of tho 48th Bemb Squadron and
throo of tho 47¢h Bemb Squadron “dropped 48 x §00-1be GF bembs
on Jaluit frem 10,000 foot and 12 x €00=1b. GPs on Toroca fram
2,000 ¢o 11,000 foote Two rounds of 75--m. chells were. fired
at Jalult, ond throo at Tarca. Of the berbs dropped et Jaluit,
85 par oont kit the targot oreoe; end all but ome of the bambs
droppcd ca Ieron hit the taorgot. Modorato and inasourate AA
cougod no demops. All alrplance landed ot Hajuro and on the
roturn to Apomora deoppod €0 z 6C0-lb. GP boembo om Tares,

100 por ccat hits. Medoersto and acoursio AL cauped miner
dcmogo o ono Be26. Blotemceos flswms firat strike, 811 stabuto
riless scoond strike, 720 stotute miles. (F/E VII EC Mission
ROPOl't H-ISB, 12 Apro Mo) .

PCIATE ~ EBight B=-26's of 47¢h Bemb Sguadron dropped 12 x 1,000-1b,.
and § = 500-1be GP bembs om Pemape from 500 to 10,500 feoto -
For{y-throo rounds of 7. obnnon cnd 6,100 rounde of .50=cal.
mochine gun emownivion wore oxpomded. Dimago was undeteormined.,
Moager and Incocurnte SA omd A enusgd mineyr demsge to ons aiy-
planc, Distences £lems 750 to 800 statuto miles. (F/E VI

B¢ Misslon Roport %=139, 16 ipr. 44,.)

MATOBELAP=JALUIT - Elevon B~26's of 820th Boub Squadron dropped
180 x 100=1b. GY bexbo on Tarcs from 8,000 to 5,000 feet, with
all but 12 hitting on or near terget. HNoager and acourats AA
cauzod minor demnge to one airplsne and moderate damage to two
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airpianos. All Bl o e} ".“‘%n the return trip,
oight B-25'c dropped 24 x 500=ib, (P bombs and 30 x 100-1b,
incondiary clusters cn Emidj &nd Jabor from 7,800 to 2,500
feat. Maager and inaccupnte AL csussd no demage. Distances
flom: firgt strike, 625 statuto milos; second strike, 540
stasuth milos. (F/E VII BC Mission Rsports M-140, M=-lid,
15 Apr. %-) -

TRUK - Twelve of the 20 B-24's from 26th and 43lst Somb

Squadrons schoduled to kit Truk dropped 1l4 x 500-1b, GP bombs

fron 8,500 to 16,000 fect. Hits were obsarved on Dublon Towm,

dock and fusl storage areds. (ther hits unobserved becauss of

ths weathor. One B=24 dropped 12 x 500-1b, GPs-on-(ruluk from

5,000 foets ono droppsd 12 x 500-1b. GPs on old airfield at

Penapa from 10,000 fset; ome dropped throe 500-lb. CPs on

redio station at Ujelong and returnsd nind to base; ons, be—

cauge of dolayed toke-off, bombod Moen airstrip two hours after

tho main action with 12 x 500-1b, GPs from 8,000 feet; and four
airplanes joettisoned 48 x 500-1b, GPs, There was no intercep-

tion and AA caussd no damaze. Distance flomm: 1,530 statute 4
milos. (F/BE VII BC Mission Report H-210, 17 APrs bk.) ]

186
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PONAFE - Four B-25's of 47th Boxd Squadron, escorted by eight
Marine Fill's, dropped 16 x 500-ib. GP bembs on Ponipe from
9,000 fcov, with rosults unobgerved becausc of cloud covers
AA modereta snd inaccurctc, causing no dsmage. Distance
flownt 750 to 900 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Report
M-l42, 15 Apre Lbe) -

MALCZLAP-JALUIT = Teolve B-~25's of 396th Bomb Squadron dropped
42 x 500-1b. OF bombs from 9,500 feet on Taroa in four flights,
£3 por cant in target. Runways were observed to be inopera-
tional, AA meager and inaccurate, csuning no demage. All
aireraft rosymed at Majuro., Of these, six dropped 22 x 500-1b.
GPg on Fmid] from 9,500 foet in two flights and five dropped
20 x 500=1b, GPs on Jabor from-9,400 feobt in two flights, One
remained at Majure because of engine trouble, Msager AA caused
no damago. Distances flown: first strile, 640 statute miles;
pocond strike, 535 statute miles, (F/E VII BC Mission Reports
15"'11&3, u‘m; 16 APR'- Mn)

PONAPX —-Six B=25's of 4T7th Bomb Squadron, escorted by 8 Marine
FLUta, in low-lovol bowbing and serafing mission dropped 60 x
100=1b, GP bombs end 12 x 100-lb. incendiary clusters on
Lsboror's Camp on Jokaj Feninsula from 500 feet, starting many
firos. They oxpondsed 60 rounds of 75-mm. and 5,400 rounds of
50=-cal, zmmnition. SA moager and accurate, causing minor
demago to one airplanc, Distance flowni 810 statute miles.
(F/E VII BC Micsicn hoport Mel45, 15 Apre Ahe) -
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Alr ochelon of 98th Bomb Squadron joinsd ground echelon at
Kwajalein. (HAstory of 98th Bomb-Squadrony “Apre Ahs)
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(contd) made photo rocChisiEEthes of Ormod, Wobje, Taroa, and iille.
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Eightoon 500-lb, CFo woro dropped on Taren from 11,000 to
12,000 foot, dostroying scovoral buildings. No Ai. Distance

flomn: 862 otatuto miles. (F/E VIT BC Misaion Repart H-212,
- 13 Apre 4k.)
- 9=10 JALUIT-MALQELAP = Elovon b=25's .oi‘ 48th Bomb Squadron and
- Apr. B4 thres of L7th Bomb Squadron in shuttle mission from Apamama,

On first strika, four dropped 16 x 500-1b, GP bombs on Tiniet
from 11,000 foot, snd strafed with 1,150 rounds of «50~cal,
arwanition; nine droppod 3 x 500-1b, GPs on Emidj from 2,500
to 10,500 fect; and one dropped L x 500=1b, GPs on Jaluit
Island from 8,000 feot, Results were largely unobssrved. AA
maagor and inaccurate, and caused no damaga. A1l airplanes
roarmed at Majurc, and on return trip dropped 56 x 500~1b. GP
borhs on Taroa from 9,800 to 11,500 feet, with hite on hangars
and in barracks eron. Barracks strafed with 1,400 rounds of
.50-cal. ammniticn. AA meager, and accurate to inaccurate,
cauning minor damags to ono B-25., Distances floms: Pirst
gtrike, 550 statuto miles; second strike, 720 statute miles,
(F/E VII BC Mission Roport M-146, U~147, 16 Apre Ak.)

MALOELAP - Dye B~25 of 396th Bomb Squadren dropped four 500-lb.
GP vombs on Taroa from 10;300 feot, gotting direct hit on
hangar. AA from guns msager but accurate, and caused minor
damago. Rumrays obsorved ic be inoperatlonal. {VII BC Daily
Operationasl Intelligones Sumnary, 10 Apre 4h.)

10 &pre 4y TRUE = Tromty-throo B-2)'s of 27th and 36th Somb Squadrons

staged thru Eniwatek to bomb Truk from 9,500 to 14,000 feet
with 230 x 500-ib. GP bombs~-10C fell on Dublon, 5C on Mosn
airstrip, 20 on Param, 10 on Otta, 20 dn islanda near Otte, and
belanco twore wicbsorved. AA msager but accurate. Intercepticn
by oix night fightors., Two B-24's wore lost when leaving
target_arva. Ono B=24 bocause of ongine trouble hit Ponaps
vith 10 x 500-1b, GP boxbs, Distencs flotmt 2,350 statute
miles. (F/E VII £C Miscion Report E=211, 16 Apr. Lhie)

PONAFE - Six B=25'c of 47th Bomb Squadron dropped 24 x 500-1b.
¢ borbo on Poneps frem 8,000 to 10,000 feet, hithing runways
on old sirstrip, wth rosults unobserved, Ak modsrate and
aseurate but causcd no damage. Distance flowms: 900 statute
milas. (F/E VII EC Miosion Roport M-1i8, 15 Apr. L)

PONAPE = 8ix additional B-25%a of 47th Bomb Squadron bombed

Ponapa with 24 x 500=1b, GPs zrom 500 to 7,500 feet, 65 por.

cont in targot arcas on old airfield and fired 5,000 rounds of

o50=cal, and 18 rounds of 75-mm. amunition. AA moderate and

accurate causing minor damegs to one airplane, Distance flomn:
. 750 statuto miles. (F/E VII BC Miseion Report M=151, 18 Apr.
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Tarca with 45 x 500-—1b, GP bomba in four flights from 7,500
to 11,000 foot, 60 par cont in tergot ares, results "undeter-
m:lmd. Run"rays appeared to bo inoperational.” AA meager
and ageurato, slightly domaging two airplanes. All aircraf®
1cndod ‘ot ¥ajuro and rearmed. On the return flight three
sirplamss pit Jobor with 12 x 500-it, GP3 Irom 7,200 feet,
75 par cont in targot arva, causing two axplogions; and ni.ne
boxbed Emidj in‘two flights with 36 x 500-lb. GPs from 8,500
to 11,000 foot, 88 por cont in targsit area, (ne large ex-
ploglon was obsemd. AL meager but accurate, csusing minor
damago to one airplano, and minor injury to a bombardier,
Distancss flotn: first strike, 628 statute miles; second
strike, 537 otatute miles. (F/E VII BC Miesion B.oports M=149,
H=150, 17 Apre bk.) .

PONAPE ~ 5ix B=25's of 47th Bomb Squadron, escorted by eight

Marine FAU!s bombed Ponape with 12 x 500-=1b, GP bombs and

12 x 100~1b, GP bombs and 12 x 100-1lb. incendiaries from 500

to 9,500 faet, 75 per-cent in target ares. They fired 3,550

rounds of .SO«acal. and 6 rounds of 75-zm. emmmition. FLU's

strafed gmall boats end airstrip. AA, #¥, and SA intense and
accurate, but caugod no damaga. Distanc@ flown: 750 statute

miiss, (F/E VII BC Micaion Roport M~15L, 2L Apre hke)

JALUTIT-MATCOSLAP ~ Trolve B-25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in
shuttlo mission. Nino hit Zmid} with 12 x 500~1b, and 12 x
1,000=1b, GP bowbs frem 10,000 feet, 100 per cont in target,
dama.ging radio station. Thren hit Jabor with six 1,000-1b.
@@s from 9,500 feat, 100 per cont in targst area. Bo AA.
All aireraft landod at Msjuro and rearmesd. On-yeturn flight
they hit Taroa with L8 x 500-1b, GPs from 9,700 fest, 96 per
cent in targot, damaging inctallations and gum posi.t.ions.
Rumviays rcp'rted inoperational. AA meager and inaccurate,
causing no dimago. Distances flown: firat {ilght, 534 to
768 statutc miles; sccond flight, 625 statute miles, (F/E ViI
BC Migsion Roport M=152, U=-153, i7 Apra be)

SHIPPING - Cne B-2l;, of 98th Bomb Squedron dropped 12 x 500-lb,
@GP bombs on beachsd ship st Minto Reef from 4,000 feet, with
a1l bosbs hitting bobroon ahip and resf. Ship arpoared to de
docartad. No Ade. Distenco flown: 600 statute miles, (F/E
VII BC Spacial Mission Roport, 15 Apra Lis)

MALCELAP-JALUIT - 'lalve Be25tz of 48th Bomb Squadron, over
Tarca in four waves, dropped 24 x 1,000-1b, bombs from 9,000
to 10,000 feot, 100 psr cent in r.a.rgot. area, Runways reported
inoperational AL maagor and inaccurate. All alreraft re-
armed ab ¥ajuro and on retum flight dropped 48 x 500-lb. GPe
on Emidj snd dock ond worehouss area on dJabor, 100 per cent im
targot. AA mrogor to codoretc and inacourate. Distances |
flovms fivst strikc, 720 statute miles; aecond B‘bri.ke 1430 to
600 statute milea, (F/E VII BC Missimx o o Trter g
17 Apr. hke) \
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15 Apr. k& TRUK - Tuenty-three B-24's of 431lot &nd 98th Bomb Sguadrons
_ in night atbvack on Trur from Eniwstck. Oms sbortive because
of cagino trouble, onnd droppsd 12 x 500-Ib. & bombo on
. Ujslang from 8,000 feot, roculis uncbserved. Twenty-ons
- droppad 250 x 500-1b, GP borbs mnd 2 Ke2l photo=flach bozbs
on Moon, Udot, Fofan, Dublon, Bton, Pavem, Umen, and urkieter—
o minod islands from 6,000 to 16,000 fzot, Explosione and fireo
B obcorvod on Moon end Param. One B-2j4 dropped 12 x 500-1b. GPa
: on Ponape from 8,000 foot, results unobsorved. AA at Truk
: moager and inaccurato, and 10 to 12 searchlights generally
5 . ineffoetivo. No AA st Ponapa or Ujelang. None of the B-2i's
was damagod, Distanco flown: 1,420 statute miles. (F/E VII
Eg lfazion Roport H=213, 18 Apr. bk.)

169
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PONAFR ~ Ton B-25's of 47th Bomb Squadron, escorted by eight
Marine F4l's, in daylight misalon againgt Ponepe. One abortive
bocaugo of engine trouble. XKine dropped 36 x 500-1b, G bombs

¢ from 8,600 to 9,600 feet. Hits were cbsarved on runways and

‘ servien apron at old airfield on Pomaps Island, and in Laborer?'s
5 Camp on Jokaj Poninsula, AA intense and inaceurats; causing

, ) no demage.. Digtance flowm: €00 to 1,300 ctatuts miles. (F/B

. VII BC Mfisaion Roport M=160, 20 Apre Lhe)

Lk wms

- an

. FPONATE = Six Be25's of L7th Bexd Squadron bombed Ponipo with
2l % 500-1b, GPa from 300 to 9,200 feet, hitting installations
and runvays at oid airfield., Fired 35 rounds of 75-mm, and
3,500 rounds of o50-cal. awminition. 24 modorate and accu-
roto, cousing major damngo to ons airplans. Distancs flomy

: 750 stetute milos. (F/E VII BC Miggion Roport M=157,

™ e e el aAlald AR e Tt pigbaa e &

21 Apr. lqia-o)
13-1L JALULT-MALCELAP = Trolve B-25Fs of 820th Bomb Sguadron dropped
Apr. L4 12 x 1,000-1b, and 24 x 500-1b. GP bombs on Jaluit from 8,000

4o 10,000 fzat, with 100 per cont of the former end 50 per

eant of the lattor on targets. AA maager and inaccurate,

gausing no damage. All airplenos resrmod at Majuro and on

return to Terava 11 droppad 122 x 100=lb. GP bombs on Taroa

from 7,800 to 10,500 foot, 70 par cont in targot arcas. (me

B-25, dolayed ob Majuro with ongins trouble, dropped 12 x

100-1b. GPs on Millo from 8,000 fevt, 100 per cent on airfisld.

Tho aireraft cepondcd 300 wounds of ,50-cal. and four rounds

3 of 75-mm, ammnition,-—AA msager and inaccurate, causing no

i ~  damngs. Distancos flown: first strike, 534 statute miles;”

- gocond striko, 650 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Misslon Reports
¥-158, ¥.159, 17 Apr. biye) :

P .

—

14 Apr, 44 JALULT - Ono B-2L of Hq. VII comber Command, enroute from
Ewajaioin to Tarawma, hit Jaluit with 12 x 500-1b, ingendiaries
from 7,000 feat, 75 por cent in targot, starting small fires
cn gouth part of Jabor. AA meager and iraccurate and airplane
landed ab Mullinix wndamaged. - Distence flown: 628 statute miles,™
(F/E VII BC Hpacial ion Report, 1
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" inaccurate, at Tarca, msderate and accurate,
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ENEIRY ACTICH -~ An ostimotod forces of 12 enomy bombers
attasked Endwatel from 9,000 to 23,000 foet. o bombs hit
tho island, and no~demage or easualtins resulted. Night
fighters chot dovn two onsmy bombers and damaged another.
Two night fighters worc lost. (VII BC Daily Operational
Intclligones Summary, 15 Apr. bhe)

170

Ground ocholon of 26th Boub Squaaron arrived at Kwajalein,
having dopartod Tarawa, 6 Apr. 44. (History of 26th Bomb
Squodron, Apts hise)

JALULT-MALQZLAP -~ Fourtwson B-25's of 48th Bomb Sguadron in
ghuttle mission. First strike: three airplanes dropped

4 x 1,000=1b, and 4 x 500-1b, GP bomvs on Jabor Town from
9,500 foot; coven airplansa dropped 6 x 1,000-1b, and 16 x
500-1b. GPs en Emidj from 8,000 to 10,500 feet; and four air-
plonos bocduse of clovd covorage over Emidj dropped 2 x 1,000-
1b, ond 12 x 500-1b, GPs on Taroe. AA ot Emldj mesger and
One B=25 re-
coived minor deamage and one erash-landod at Majuro due to
opereticnal diffioulties, All airplenes rearmad at Majuro,
Scoond styiko: nine airplanes dropped 52 x 100-1b, GP bombs
on Taroa from §,000 to 10,500 feet; and four dropped 24 x
100~1b, GPg on Mille from 10,500 feet. Results were un-
obzorved. A4 abt Teroa moager and inaccurate, No AA at Mille,
Diatancss f£lown: firgt strike, 950 statute miles; second
strike, 600 to 720 statuts miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Reports
M=161, M=162, 21 Apr. kb.)

FONAPE -~ Twolve B-25's of 47th-Bomb Squadron in medium and
low 2ltituds bombing and seoreh mission from Eniwetok. Three
droppcd 12 = 500-1b, GP bombs an old airfield from 9,300 feet,
starting firos., Three dropped 12 x 500-lb. GPs on new air-
ficld from 9,700 feet, Two dropped 8 x 500-1b, GPs on-emall
oiler and two armod coastal escorts from 00 to 40O feet,
and expanded 11 rounds of ¥5-e=m,. and 1,200 rounds of .50~cal.
ermmition in sirafing thom, damage undetermined. Three
droppsd 11 x 500-1b, GPs from 200 to 400 feet on another
oilor and arced escort veasssl, and fired 39 rounds of 75-mx.
and 3,500 rounds of .50~cal. ammunition. Both veazels were
sot afiroc. (ne airplens remained at o point 25 miles wouth-
st of Enirmetok to direet rossue of downsd fighter pilot.
AA ot Pdnaps moager and inaccurate. AW and SA from ships
intcnse and acourato, causing major damago to one B-25 and
minor dsmago to thres, Distance flown: 800 to 1,000 miles.
(F/E-VII BC Misoion Report 163, 23 Apr. Aé.)

¥aj. Gon, Willis He Halp melinquished command of -the Seventh
Air Force and Brig. Con. Robart W. Douglass, Jr., ssoumsd
cormand., Goneral Halc beccme ComeAir-FPormard with.responsi-
bility for tho cmploymont of all land based airoraft in tha
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MALOZLAP-JABUTTAL ., 554G va B-25"s of 820th Bomd Squadron
bobod Torea fraa 7,500 vo 9,100 fest with 48 x 500-1b. GP
bombs, 100 per cent in targot aroa, starting a lerpe fire.

AA mesgor ond insccurata and esused no demage. All airplanss
roarmod ot Majure. On tho roturn flight, thres B-25's hit
Eddi with 11 x 500-1b, GPo from 8,700 foet,. 21 per cent in .
targot aros. Boeauso of the weathar ovor-Jalult, the other
ninc alrplancs hit Mille with 36 x 500-1lb, GPs from 8,700
foot, 100 por cont in target aroa. AA msager and insscuratc
at bovh placsg, cansing no demage. Distances flowm: first
strike, 647 statubo miles; sscond strike, 616 statute miles.
(F/E VII BC Miscion Reporbs M-164, =165, 21 Aprs 4h)

TRUK ~ Eloven B-24's of 38th Bomb Squadron and nine of 26th
Bomb Squedron staged through Eniwetck for night strike dgainst
Truk, Piftcon airplsnss droppsd 136 x 500-lb, GP bombs and
24 x 500-lb. incendiary clusters on Moen, Fefan, and Dublon
from 13,000 to 20,000 foct. Bacause of bomb release difficulty
and bad wosthar two Be24's dropped 18 x 500=1b, GPs on Minto
Roof from 6,000 to §,000 feet, and two dropped 12 x 500-lb.
incendinry clustars and 10 x 500-1b. GP bembs on Ponaps from
9,000 to 12,500 foot. Durkness and cloud covorage mads
chzarvation aifficult, bub it was ostimated that 67 per cont
of borbs dropped on Truk hit ielands in the atoll, Many firea
vare obsorved, and fires werc alec obporvod ca Ponape. A&
roager and insccurate. Ono B-24 made wator landing on return
flight. Four crew mombors uwsre rescund. Two airplanes wore
damagod in londing at Enivotok, Distance flommai- 2,396 statute
milen, (F/E VII B ¢ Migeion Roport H-214, 27 Apr. idhe)
MALCILAR-JALUIT - Tvolvwo B=25%: of 45th Bonb Squadron ab
Apoeamn hit Toroa with 12 x 1,000-1b. and 2 x 500-1b. GP bombs
from 10,000 fast, S0 pdr cent in targat arca., AA moagor and
gnusced no demago. Al alreraft rosrmed at Majurc and hit
Jaluit with 48 % 500-1h. GPs from 8,000 to 11,000 feet, L5
por cont in the targot.. Thers was no Ak, Distances flown:
first strike, 720 statute milss; cocond strile, 600 sbatute
pilss. (F/B VII EC !dgolon Reports M=1&y, 1-168, 22 Apr. 4l.)

Alr ocholon of 26th Bomb Squadron which had been temporarily
baced at Enivetod arrdved at Kwajelein., The grourd echelon
hed arrivod from Tarawa on 14 April. (History of 26th Bomb
Squ&dron, Apr. ‘&L}o)

HALOBLAP-XILIE ~ Twslve B-25's of 820th Bomb Squadren dropped
12 x 1,000-1b, and 24 x 500-1b. GP bombs on Taroa from 8,100
to 10,000 foot. A1l of the bombs landed in ocsan oZfshors.

AL fron guns moagor end ineccurats and caused no damage. All
alreraft woormod ot Majure ond on return flight hit Mille
with 24 x 1,000-1b, GPz from 8,300 feet, 75 por cent in targnt
arca. Ons largs firo was sterted 1,000 feet north of northora
gorvico apron. Black grole could ba sneq for 25 mlles at
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9,000 foob. AA ficd Eums neodorate and
no demage. Hille wos hit as lnst resort target because of
overcast at Jaludt. Distancos flom: firot strike,- 637
shatwte milos; ooeond strike, 630 statute miles. (F/E VIL
BC Hisslon Roports M=173, M=17lL, 23 Apre bk} -

. (18 apr. L4 SATPAY - Ton B-24's of 392d Bozb Squadron sssignod to escort
. fivo VD3 FBLY phsto planss in rocoanalpsence mission over

< gaipon, Tinien, cnd Agrihon frem Eniwatel. Five B-24's weroc
sbortive. Fivo dropped 18 x 100-1b. GP bombs on Seipan, {rom
18,200 to 20,000 foot, with rogults unobserved, The airplanes
ware intorcoptod by 16 to 20 Zokos, Hamps, and Tenys, one of
vhich was chot dowm snd one prebobly shot dorm. AA from guns
codorato and inscourate. Ono B-24 was demaged to euch an
oxtont thot it orash-londed in woter. The crew was picked up
by a dogiroyor 22 April. Distance flem: 2,930 statute miles,
(F/E VII BC Miscicon Roport H=@7, % fpr. Lho)

e
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TRUX - Trolvo B=24%s of 27¢h Bomb Squadron staged through .
Enivotok in nisht miscion ageinst Truk., Two were abortive
bacauge of moehenical difficultics. Ning dropped 339 x 1CO=lb,
domolition borbs and 4 x MK=6 flares on Truk from 10,000 to
13,500 feot~179 on Mssagon, L0 on Moen, SO on Dublon, and 0
on or uvpdotomnined island, Spoeific results undetermined bé- k
caucs of darkmasn. Ono droppod 40 X 100-1b, dewmolition bombs
en Foyu (Holl Iolands) frem 10,300 foot, 100 per cent on

- iglond. No AA. Caly ono suvarchlight scen, and it wae unable
%o ploreo clouds. Distanco flowa: 2,400 statute miles. (F/E
VII EC Micoion Rapor; H=R216, 21 Apr. &bo)

.

R ———

PONAPE -~ Six B~25%g of 395th Bomb Squadron bombed Fonaps from Al
11,000 feot with 12 x 1,000-1b. bogbs, 100 psr cent ca old
adrfinld, sotting largo fircs. No AA. Distancs fiom: 905

‘ statutc milsc. (F/E VII BC Mission Roport M-172, 20 Apre L)

23,

o

PONAFS - 8ixt B-25'c of 396th Beab Squadron in daylight, medium
and lov altituds misoien, Four droppod 12 x 500-1b, GF bozbs
ot novw adrfisld at Ponupo from §,700 to 10,000 feat, Two,
borbing frem 100 to 400 feot, dropped 500-lb. GPp as follows: — ° 4
eno on now alrficld, omo ez old airficld, six on shipping, and
ono on dock at Pokin Atell. In additiva 34 rounde of 75-mm.
end 900 roumds of .50-cal. smmumition wore fired at shipping
and shore installntions. AA moderaie and ineccurate. AW and
SA intonco cnd ccourats, causing minor demage to cne B-25, °
Digtance flowms 920 to 1,075 statute milea. (F/E VII 3C ;
Miszion Roport M=A75, 23 Apr. Lb.) . . - ;

LT -LPLY SN

o

o e e

18-19 VAKE - Throo B=24's of 26th Bomb Squadron baaed av Kwajalein _—
Aprs Ly searchcd tho Woko area for reported shipping. Two returned
sboytivo., Tho other foiled to find ehipping but dropped 12 x
b r" o took photou.
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AA fren guns intonce and coourato. Lator in ths day, omo B-2L
of 98th Boxb Squodren ca o sposisl chipping search mlsgien .
dropped 12 x 500-%% 2% fucl storags aves.on Peale Islend from
11,700 foot, 100 por cent -in target area. Fo AA or intercep-
tion. Digbonco flotmy 2,000 statute milos. (F/B VII BC
Migsion Roports E=~206A, 21 Apr. L&, and Spoclal Mission,

23 Ape. blie)

JALUTT=MALOELAP - ‘Tolve B-25%s of 47th Bomb Squadron dropped
18 x 500-1b, GP bombas on Emid) from 9,000 foet, 80 per cent

in targot. AA mosgor ard cansed no denage. All sirplanes
landed at Majuro, 11 reccmed and bombod.Tarea with 44 x 500~1b.
.GPo frem §,500 foab, 60 por ceat in targst. AA moager arnd
inascurato, spd caussd no damaga. Runways appeared inopera=-
¢ionnl. Distancos flown: first strike, 500 statute miles;
cocond strike, 690 statuto miles. (F/E VII BC Misaion Reporte
¥=170, ¥=171, 30 Apre bbe)

TRUK = Tronty=two B-2i's of 98ih and 4,31st Bomb Squadrons
stoged thru Eniwotek to boamb Truk. Two sbortive benause of
ongine troubls, Sixtoen dropped a total of 84 x 500«1lb. GP
borbs cnd 108 x-500-1b. incondiarios on Publon and Moen from
8,500 o 16,000 fool, sotting largo firop and explosiong.
Oac airplons dropped 20 phote flash boxba and took 16 night
photos, AA was fron mzager to modercto, but inaccurate, and
cousod no damage, Throo aireraft, bacsuso of engine trouble,
dropped 36 x 500-1b, incendlerlas on Ponape from 6,000 to
8,000 fcot, cauging fivos amxi explosicns. AA maager and in-
acourato, causing no demago. Distanco flomn: 2,348 statute
milos, (F/S VII EC Misolon Boport He2l5, 25 Apre hhe)

PONAEE - Six B=25's of 396th Bomb Squadron in daylight mission
againgt new airfield at Penaps. One gbortive bocaues of enging
troublo. Fiva droppod 10 x 1,000-lb, GP bombs on new airfield
from 10,000 to 10,500 foot, 100 per cent in target areas. AA
moagor and inaccurate, causing no dasage. Distance flown:

995 to 1,088 siatuto milos. (F/E VII BC lsslon Report ¥-178,
2.?.. Apro %o) : A

JALUIT-MALORLAP = Pourtoon B-R25's of L,8th Bouxb Squadron boibod
Enddj from 10,000 fost with 56 = 500-1b. GP bombs, €3 per comt
on tarpob. Mosgor AA causecd minop demage to omz airplans.

411 aiperaft yoarmod ot Mojuro and op roturn flight dropped

56 = 500-1b, GP bombs on Taros from 8;500 to 10,000 feet, and
strafod with 1,300 rounds of .50-eal. ammnition, AA meager
to modorate, but caused no demage. Distances flowm: first
gbriko, 600 statute nmiloc; sasond strike, 720 statute milss.
(F/E VII EC Misoion Roporto H-176, ¥=177, 29 Apre L)

WAKE - Teolve B=24's of 27th snd 38th Bomd Squedrons goarched -
Wako area for poccible chipping. Mo shipping clghted. Tho
LD L) alo__Island, 78 per
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20 Apzr. L

21 API"- L -

cont in tapgot arca, and 36 of ssme type o Wake Island, 90
por cont in targit orod. Borhing altituds from 10,000 to
14,000 foot. Mo intoreopticns 4A modorate and inacecurats
snd coucod no damgs. Distanco flownr 1,525 statute miles.
(F/E VII BC Mioslon Esport H-223, 22 Apr. i)

2964h Bomb Squadren arrived ot Makin, having departed Tarawa
on 19 April. (History of 396th Bomb Squadrom, ApT. Lbye)

HALOGLAP-JALUTT ~ Trolvn B-25's of £20th Bomb Squedron ab
Tarawe dropped 24 x 1,000-1b. (o bombs on A battery on Taroa
from 8,500 feet, 100 por cont in target area. Al meager and
inoceurato and caused no demage. AlL airplanes rearmed at
Majuro and on return flight dropped 24 x 1,000-lb, GPs on AL
battery on Emidj, 75 per cent in target area. Four 75-mem.

HE sholls fired at radlc station south of Jebor, with results
wndotormined. Msagor and inaccurate AA caused no damage.
Distances flowms first strike, 650 statuto miles; second
strike, 538 statute miles. (F/E VIL BC Mission Reports M-179,
Y180, 29 Apre Li.) -

WOTJE - Eloven B-24's of 38th and 27th Borb Sguadrons at
Kuajoloin bombed Totje with 66 x 500-1b., GP bombs from 15,500
to 18,000 fect. Bombs hit barracks and magazine areas., No
aA. Distance flovm: 432 statute miles. (F/E VIL BC Mission
Report H-224, 24 APre hle)

TRUK « Six B=24's of 26th Bomb Sguadron at Kwajajelun staged
theu Entvotok to bomb Truk fram 10,000 to 12, foot with

240 % 100~1b, domolition bombos 116 on runtmy.and disporesd
aroa on Moon, 40 in sozplane hangar ayod on Dublon, 4O on

Tol, i in harbor, and 40 Jjettisoncd bocaues of rack failure.
Fircs toro started on Meon end Tublon. Thres night Lighters
intopeopted. A4 from guna and AW modorats to intenss and
agsurato, but nens of tho aiveraft were domaged. Right to

10 goarchlighta vworo oncountsred. Ona edditional B-24 abortiwve
basauca of cngino troubls. Distancs flown: 2
(F/F V1L EC Miseion Roport H-2l8, 27 Apre idye )

PONAPE = Six B-25'c of 396th Bomb Squadron at Ingebi hit
Ponapz with 24 x 500-1bs GP boubs frem 9,500 foet, scoring
wite on inatallations at both airfialds. A little later four
B-25's of semo squadron bombad runways on both airfields abt.
Ponapo with 8 x 1,000-1b. bozbs froaa 11,000 feet, 100 por eent
in targot arca. Ai on both sirikes ranged from mbderate to
intonse, kut wao inacourats. and caused no damage. -Distances
flown: first cirike, 966 statvte miles; socond strike, 868 -
stetuto miles. (F/E VII BC Mission Reports 181, 23 ApFe hb}
184, 26 Apre bbe)

Tho 47th Bomb Squadron arrived at Mekin, having depai'tmd
Apemamn on 20 Apdd w@—“»%m Boub Squadron, Apre kbe)
“;‘cyz{i“ ..n‘-ui. 1 .“’ ’A' ik .wﬁ -
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JALUIT-MALOTAP - Flovon B-25'c of 48th Bemb Squadron ot
Apomomra bozbod Enld) ond Tares onrouto to Majuro. Right hit
Bddj from 8,000 foot with 16 x 1,000-1b, boxba, and the
other thrco hit Taros with 6 x 1,000-1b, bozba. Meagsr AA
at both placos esusad no demago. ALl girplones rearmsd at
[lajure,” On rotwrn trip, oight hit Tarea with 16 x 1,000=-1b,
GP bozbs frea 10,000 fcot, and the othor three bombed Exdd)
with 6 x 1,000-1b, GPs, all of whica landed in the wator.
vodopdte cnd nscuratc AA ot Teroa slightly damaged one alr-
plenc. Distances flowa: firet strike, 720 statute miless
pocend striko, 610 to 720 statute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission
Reporte Y=182, ¥=183, 3 Moy Lie)

WOTJE - Thros B-24's of 392d Boxb Squadron in daylight mission
dropped 18 x 500-1b, GP boxbs on Wotje from 12,000 feet, with
12 hitting terges and six in the water. No AA. Airplanes .
roturnod to Kwajaloin, roarred, and again dropped 18 x 500=1D,
GP borba on Wobtje, from 11,000 feot. 8ix of these hit runwey
intorgection, and 12 wont in tho water, No Ai. Distances
flowns first otrike, 390 statute miles; socond strike, 390
statuwso milogs .(F/D VII BC Migsion Reports H=225, H-220,

25 Apre bho)

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

TOTIE - Mina Be24's of 38th Borb Squadron and three of 27th
Bozd Squadrom in nizht mission agoinst Votjo. Ten dropped
60 x 500-lb, GPs on Votjo from 9,000 %o 12,300 feat, 80 per
cent on icland., One each drepped 6 x 500-1b. GPs on Gosb
Islond and ca Ormsd, with roovlbte uncbsorved. No AA.  Dis-
tence flomns 1,094 statutc miles, (F/E VII BC Mission Roport
H‘w, 25 Aprﬂ l&‘l\}ﬁ)

JAUDI T-MALODIAP-2ILE ~ Timlvo B-25's of 820th Barb Squadron
in daylight mission ngainst Jaluit, Maloolsp, and Mille,
Six dropped 2, X 500-1b, GP borbs on Emid) frem 8,000 feet,
33 por econt in tho targot. Twes oach dropped 12 x 500-1b.
GPc on Tarca ond M1ls from 7,500 and 8,700 foct, 100 per
cont in tarpot. AL ot Mille end Emidj meoager and inascurate,
cnd ot Tares wodorate end inaccurate. None of the B-25's
tog domaged. ALl aireraft roarmed ot Majure. (a retwrn,
pix droppod 12 x 1,000=1b. GP bexba cn Taron frod 8,700 to
9,000 foot, 50 por ecab in targot; end throo coeh dropped

- 6 x 1,000-1b. GFs o Taid) and Hille from 7,500 and 8,000
foot, 67 and 100 por cant in targets, respoctively. AA ab
Emid] end Teroz moager ond inateurate. Ho AA at Mills.
Norc of tho B-25's was damagod. Distances flom: first
strike, 540 %o 731 stotute milos; second strike, 430 to 655
statute milos. (F/B VII BC Mscicn Reports =185, =186,
13 '15-5‘67 blye) )

TRUS - Hinotoon B-24's of 98th and 43leh Bezb Squadrons at
Kwajaloin staged thru Eniwotek Lo bor Teuk with 760 KK 1
: CpeT A RO iE e, foet: 240 on
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L4 Beton.cirficld, 85 por cont in targot; 280 on Mosn airfisld,
) $0 por cont in targob; 40 on coutheast purt of Meen, 100 per
cont hits; 160 on Porom airfiold, €6 por cont hits; and

L0 on unidontifiod iolsnd, 100 por cend hite. - AL meagor end
innecurato, T ginglo-ongine cuemy-fightors obgerved air-

borna ovar torgote None of the B-24's was damaged. Two -
B=24'c bocuuse of machonical troubls dropped €0 clusters on

Ponops frem 6,000 to 11,000 foot, 100 per cent hits. No AA

or intercoption. Ome B~ unable to locate Truk dropped 10

¢lustore on Pulumat frem 11,000 feot, 100 per cent hits,

Distanee florm: 2,396 statube miles. (F/E VII BC Mission

ROPOI'E- H"“219, 28 Apr, 4o }

[T e

e

FOTIE = Tro B-24's of 26th Bomb Squadron &% Kwajalein dropped

g0 x 100-1b, deoliticn bomba on Wotje from 14,500 to 15,000 ‘
foat, rosults wncboorved. A third B-24 brought bomb load ;
back to Kvajalein bocsuse of navigational trouble, Distance

flovm: 830 phatuts miles., {(F/E VIL BC Mission Report H-228,

27 Ate bke)

POWAFE - Six B-25%s of 396th Bomb Squadron bozbed Ponape

with 48 x 160=1b, and 4 x 1,000~1b. bowds frem 10,000 feot,

100 por cont in targots on Langar Island, the barracks at .
the old airfiold, and tho dock avea,- ¥oagor and inaccurate :
AL cousod no damago. Rummays on both airfields reported
oporational, Distonco flowm: 890 statuto miles. (F/E VII

BC Micsion Report ¥=187, 25 Apre Lba)

Atr ochalon of L&th Bomb Squodron moved from Apamama to Makin,
and air ochelon of 820th Bomb Sguadroa rmoved from Tarawa to
Mokin, (History of L8th Bomb Squedron, Apre 4h; History of
820th Bamb Squadron, Aprs Lie) ’

JALUIT=MALSTLAP o Bipht B=25's of 47th Boub Squadron at Makin
hit Pmidj in two flights with 32 x 500-1b, GP bombs from

9,000 to 10,000 foot,. 38 por cont on targsi, AA from guns
zsegor and accurato, bub cauzod ne damsgo. All aireraft re-
armod at Majuro, but ono did not takc off because of mschenical
difficulsy. Cm roturn flight, seven B=25's hit Taroa wiih

14 x 1,000~1b, GP bombs in ¢wo flights from 9,300 te 10,000
foot, six of which hit targot. AA muager and iraccurate.
Distonces flowm: first strike, 434 statute miles; second strike,
521 ptatuto miles. (F/BE VII BC Mission Reports M~188, M-189,
30 Aprs bke)

L4 POSAPE ~ 3ix B=25!'s of 296th Bomb Squadron at Engobi bembed
Langar Islond and new sirstrap at Ponaps from 10,000 feat with
ix 1,000-1b, bombg, rogults unobsorved. AA moderate and in-
accuratoc and caucad no damage., Distance. flown: 890 statute

miles, (F/E VI BC Miseion Raport M-190, 26 Apre hhe)
v f:—;i * i i
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The hlst Borb Group arrived at Makin, having deperted Taraws
on 23 April 194%4. Ground ocholon of 48th Bemb Squadrop
crrived at Mcfzin, having depsrtoed Apemama cn 22 April 1944,
(Histery of flot Boxd Gooup, Apre 4l4; History of 48hh Bomb
Squadron, Apr. kie) -

JALUIT-TOTJE ~ Trolvo B=25's of AB6th Baxb Squadron at Makin
bombad Buidj in three flights with 48 x 500-1b, GP bomba
£rom 8,500 to 11,000 feot, 67 por cont in building area on
gouth half of island., AA from guns mesager and inaccurate.
All aircraft roarmmad at Majuro, but one did not take off be-
ocugso of mechanical trouble, On return trip, 11 B-25's
dropped 22 x 1,000~-1b, SAP beubs on Votje from 8,500 to
11,000.fcot, No Ah. Distanses flom: first strike, 350
statuto milos; scsond strike 600 statute milea. (¥/2 viI
BY Migsaioa Roporto M-19%, ¥=192, 4 May ki)

WOIJE - Twolvo B=24'z of 43lst Bomk Squadron at Kwajalein
bombad Wobje with 96 x 1,000-1b. GP bombs from 10,000 feet,
90 per cent on island, Vobje was also hit by 11 B=2i's of
98th Borb Squadrou which dropped 7k x 1,000-1b. GPs from
8,500 to 10,000 foot. Hoither squadron enzounterad Ad,
Distance flowm: 361 stabute miles. (F/E VII BC Mission
Roport H=229, 28 ApTs.isho) ’

CUAM - Ton B-24'c of 3924 Bomb Squadren staged thru Enisweteok
to cacort sovem VD3 FBLY'g on phote rocommalusance mission
ovor Guam. Throo vors sbordive bocause of engins broubls.
Soven B-2hta dropped 33 x 100=lb, bombs frem 20,600 feet.

Ho AA or intoreoptien, althcugh many airplanos wero obsorvad
on two airfislds. All alrplemnss lended at Los Negros.
Distanes flom: 2,700 miles. (F/BE VII BC Misalon Report H-231,
3 Yoy Lk.) )

MALCELAP -~ Eloven B=24's of 27th Bordb Squedron at Kwajalein
.droppad 132 x 500~1b, GP bombs on Taroa frem 9,000 to 12,000
feot, with sn ostimated 68 por cent in target arca. Wotje
tas tha primary target for thio mission but it was completely
cloged in. . Qus B-2L jettisoned 12 bembs because of engine
troublo. AA moager and inoccurate, Distance flown: 600
statube milos. (¥/E VII BC Mission Rspurt H=230, 29 Apr. 4h.)

TRUK - Eloven B-2k's of 38th Bomb Squadron and sight of 26th
Bomb Squadron staged through Eniwetok for night migsion against
Trult. Sigtecon dropped a totul of 300 x 100-lb, and 71 x 500
ib. froagmentatvion ¢lustors, and 10 flarses from 10,000 to
18,000 fcot, with 98 falling cn Moen, 84 on Param, 25 on Tol,

e R

W i W

g

25 on Dublon;

8, on on unidentifiod island, and the remalnder

uncbzarvod.
acourata.

passos wars rade ab tha formarion,
x 100-1b. and 12 x 500-lb. fragmentation clusters “and five

™,

Ab moogor end inscourate, and seerchlights in- i
Tro or throo night fighters vore observed, bub no 3
Threo B=-2L4's droppod 45

“
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o . 25 Apr. ki flaros on Ponapo frem 10,000 to 12,000 feok, AW mesgoer and
ko {contd) inascoursto, Nomd of tho Be2i's weam, domaged. Distanco flowmus
B 2,445 statuto uilos, (F/E VII BC Migsion Report E=-20,

30 Ap¥e l&‘e}a) . .

PCIAPE = Bight B-25's of 396th Bomb Squedron abt Engebl hit

old and nsw airfiolds at Ponaps with 32 x 500-1b. borbe

frem 10,000 £oot, 100 por cont in targeta. AA moager ond in~

acovatc. Lator cight cdditional B-25's of geme aguadron

" dropped 31 x 500-lb, GPs on Penapz, 75 por cent in target
arca. AA intonse but inaccurate. and caused no damage. Dis-

tencc flova: 875 to 975 statube miloa. (F/E VII BC Mission

- e ke G e b

Ly Roports ¥=~193, 29 Apr., 4 May Ah.) ) j
52 4 = . !
I 25-26 JALUIT-T0TJE ~ Tralvo B-25's of 820th Bamb Squadron at Makin ‘
i Apr. L4 wero oschodulod to bomb Emidj, but bscause of the eccmplete

N overcast, only thres dropped their bombs (6 x 1,000-Ib, SAPs)
e on that objoctivo. Thres droppsd & x 1,000-1b, SAP boubs on

S {fotjo from 9,000 feat, 50 per -cont in ths target; three

- droppod 6 x 1,000-1b. SAPs on Taroa; &nd throe dropped 6 x

” 1,000-1b, S4P5 on first island north of Taroa. No AA at
Wotjo, and only moagor td insccurato firo at Taroa, All air-
b ’ ernft roarmed at Majuro and on return flight nine of them -
droppod 108 x 100-1b, GP bombs on Emidj from 8,500 foet, 75

» por cont hitting bhsovy AA positions; emnd thres dropped 6x

7 1,000~1b, SAPa on Wotje from 8,000 foot, 100 por cent in
ragocing ead obhor oarth covercd structurcs in contral section
of islond, Ioocor AA from Emid] and nono from Wotje. Dio-
tencas flom: fired striko, 550 stetute milos; sscond strike,
LLO to 650 gtatvie miles. (F/E VIL BC Missicn Roports 1=194,
12195, L 37 Lbe)

POAAFE - Eignt B=25'c of 396th Bemb Squadron in daylight
picsion over Ponaps dropped 28 x 500-1b. GP boabs from 9,900
to 10,000 fcob on Langar Island, end ono bomb each on Toletik,
i Norlsp, &nd Laiap Islands, Largo explosions obooyved on
. Langar Island, Undotorminod numbor of rourdc of +B0mcal s
ermupition uced in strafing buildings on fnt cnd Pakin Islanda.
AA intoneo cnd ceourato, but causcd no demage. Digtance flowmn:
85 to 890 statuto miles. (F/E VII 5C Misalon Report M-196,
30 Apro hdye)

26 Apr. &by POUAPE = Six B-2)'s of 392d Bomb Squadron, having landsd st
Loa Nogros aftor mlaoglcn over Guam on 25 April 1944, dropped
40 x 100-1b, GP bombs on Ponaps from 9,000 feot, enrcute to
Kwojeloin, Of thoso, 75 par csnt bit Iangar Islend, AA

" meagor and incccurate. Ona B-24, dalayed ab los Hogros, re-
tugned to Kwajoloin on 29 April 1944, snd droppsd 2 x 500-ib.
GPe on Ponapo frem 9,000 fect enrouts. No AA. Distauce
flomms 1,’;75 statutc miles. {F/E VII BC Mission Roport H=232;
. 3 May Lo - .
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