The Role of US Nuclear Weapons in the Post-Cold War Era by Maj Richard A. Paulsen. Maxwell AFB, Ala.: Air University Press, 1994.
      There has been surprisingly little dis​cussion since 1990 of the role of nuclear weapons in the new world order. With this book Richard Paulsen not only gives a fine overview of Cold War strategies and force structures, he suggests several thought provoking ideas as to which direction US national security and nuclear policy should be going.
      One of the great strengths of this book is the clarity which the author brings to complex topics. The chapters on the histor​ical overview of nuclear weapons and cur​rent thinking on the future role of nuclear weapons are first rate. Particularly inter​esting is his insight that between 1991 and 1992 the U.S. and the U.S.S.R./C.I.S. par​ticipated in a disarmament race; trying to outdo each other with sweeping and uni​lateral reductions.

      Paulsen notes that these hardware changes occurred without any change to the declaratory policy of the U.S. in regards to the use of nuclear weapons. Certainly,

the National Command Authority should have a clear idea of its national strategy before offering cuts in the nation's nuclear forces. As Paulsen states, "the condition that must be avoided at all costs is political myopia, which calls for military downsiz​ing without connectivity to national securi​ty objectives." (135)

      Paulsen suggests a new national strate​gy of flexible response for nuclear weapons in a multipolar world with the following main points. First, that the U.S. must maintain forces that can provide the flexi​bility to respond to the full spectrum of possible scenarios, including the use of tactical and adjustable-yield warheads. Second, adoption of a war winning strategy and an assured second use policy in case of conflict with an unstable, and possibly undeterrable enemy. Third, U.S. nuclear weapons would be used to counter a possi​ble conventional overrun of outnumbered U.S. ground forces. Fourth, the U.S. would use the threat of nuclear weapons to deter chemical and biological weapons of mass destruction. Fifth, the U.S. would aggres​sively seek a limited nuclear defense, specifically the Global Protection Against Limited Strikes (GPALS) program. Finally, the U.S. must state a clear policy of the purpose and intended employment of its nuclear arsenal. After establishing a possi​ble national strategy for nuclear weapons, Paulsen suggests a force structure under a possible Start III treaty: moving from silo based to mobile ICBMs, the return to alert of a limited number of bombers, the elimi​nation of MIRVed SLBMs, and ballistic missile systems on alert.

       The thrust of his changes is to make every effort to increase the stability of the nuclear force. There are several con​tentious proposals in Paulsen's arguments, among them a renewed willingness to use low-yield nuclear weapons after an attack of non nuclear weapons of mass destruc​tion, and an excessive concern for the need of stability in his projected force structure. This book states a clear national poli​cy for nuclear weapons. It is a topic on which much more work must be done and Major Paulsen has made a fine start.
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