Apollo's Warriors: United States Air Force Special Operations during the Cold War, by Michael Haas, Col, USAF, Retired
Colonel Haas traces the people, places, units, aircraft, and operations of USAF SOF from the end of WWII to the beginning of Nam. This text may have been written as a thesis project while in one of the command-schools he was attending, as it is for sale through the US Government Printing office. It is a great work with a lot of effort showing through​out. Colonel Haas started out as an army grunt, worked his way to special forces, joined the Air Force and eventually commanded pararescue and special tactics units before moving to command and finally retirement. His book touches briefly on Carpetbagger and Air Commando ops in WWII then travels to the Korean War from 1950. He covers ops where Heinie Aderholt inserted South Korean and North Korean partisans behind the lines flying early helos. Talks about “Mr” Donald Nichols, an enlisted man who was consulted by flag rank officers and the President of South Korea. Ops flown out of Clark by the Air Resupply and Communications Service units who flew black HU16s, B29s, and other things that go bump in the night. Ops in Africa, Europe,' and the Mideast are also covered. Photos of bare bases that imitate places we've been are shown along with pho​tos of Fulton's B-17 and other pre-Talon type airchines. (Many photos are from the 143rd Rhode Island ANG as they were a predecessor of today's units). Ops from Tibet it the 50s and 60s are also described. The Bay of Pigs fiasco is another. Laos in the 60s, Jungle Jim, and the 75th Air Studies Group, Duck Hook, Combat Spear, OPLAN 34A are also good reading. From the book on Stray Goose ops at Nha Trang- "taxied to out of way airfield corner to pick up troops packing strange machine guns or to unload men in North Viet uniforms who scurried away into unmarked civilian vans". Also covered in the book are Green Hornet and FAC ops. Espe​cially moving was the story of Son Tay, the attempted rescue of POWs in North Vietnam. And, what makes this book especially poignant are ending paragraphs where the antiwar activist, bad actress, paid for woman of the millenium, failed in several marriages, traitor Jane Fonda's actions while on a self-sponsored, freely made visit to North Vietnam resulted in the torture and death of several American POWs, are described and her motivations revealed. 
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