 Rise of the Fighter Generals: The Problem of Air Force Leadership, 1945–1982, by Col Mike Worden.  Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.:  Air University Press, 1998.

This book examines the effects of personalities on Air Force doctrine. Worden states: “Persons who sit on top of the world’s most powerful air force are almost exclusively fighter pilots; yet their institution and its doctrine were created before World War II by bomber pilots.” He opines “this cultural issue still concerns many within the [US Air Force].” In what must have been an oversight, however, the word doctrine is absent from the index. Nevertheless, this book provides thoughtful appraisals of the origin, evolution, and durability of the values and assumptions that have for many years determined the policies and objectives of the US Air Force.
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