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Instructional Period 6408

Title: Versailles and Post-World War Institutions

Themes:

1. Challenges of converting military victory into political success

2. Importance of local circumstances

Introduction: The armistice between the Allies and Germany that went into effect on 11 November 1918 effectively ended combat between the major powers in First World War. Under the terms of the armistice, Germany agreed to surrender most of its ability to conduct traditional warfare and to withdraw from Allied territory. The armistice, however, did not address the major political questions of the war or a post-war settlement. The victorious powers met in Paris to negotiate among themselves (the Germans were not invited; nor did the Soviet Union have any representation) and to present a comprehensive solution to Europe’s territorial and security problems. This conference, frequently compared with the Congress of Vienna that followed the wars of the French Revolution and Napoleon, produced a variety of institutional solutions to address long-term security problems. This instructional period addresses the effort to establish a new international system that would both secure the individual interests of the victorious powers and provide a basis for an enduring peace, primarily in Europe, but also around the world.

Objective: To analyze the efforts to create new institutions to manage threats to peace and security in the aftermath of the First World War and the difficulties in creating such a comprehensive international order. PJELA: 1a, 1b, 1c, 3a, 4a, 4d; SAE: 1, 2, 6.
Desired Learning Outcomes:
1. Analyze the difficulties encountered in the efforts to reconcile war aims with the requirements of a stable and legitimate post-war peace treaty.

2. Comprehend the inconsistencies between the idealist and the realist strains in the policies of the United States and its Allies and between Wilson’s principles and the interests of America’s allies.

3. Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the Versailles settlement both as an effort to achieve war aims and to resolve post-war problems.

Questions for Study and Discussion:

1. What distinctions should one draw between the armistice of 11 November 1918 and the final Treaty of Versailles?

2. Did the Treaty of Versailles attempt to resolve all the territorial issues that emerged from the war and the collapse of the dynasties in Europe and the Middle East?

3. What were the major disagreements between the Wilson administration and America’s allies over long-term peace arrangements?

4. How did Wilson’s vision of the League of Nations differ from those of some of the Allies?

5. Did the nature of the war harden popular opinions and reduce the prospects for a peace of reconciliation?

6. What were the major weaknesses of the post-war settlement?

Assigned Readings:
1. Tucker, Spencer C., The Great War 1914-1918, 1998, pp. 174–176, 215–227, 243, 246–247.
2. Ikenberry, G. John, After Victory, pp. 117–162. (Separate Issue)

3. Fleury, Antoine, “The League of Nations: Toward A New Appreciation of Its History,” in Manfred F. Boemke, et. al. (eds.), The Treaty of Versailles: A Reassessment after 75 Years, Chapter 20, 1998, pp. 507–522.

Suggested Readings:
Strachan, Hew (ed.), World War I: A History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998), esp. pp. 291–317.

Coffman, E. M., The War to End All Wars: The American Experience in World War I (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1968).

Simkins, Peter, Geoffrey Jukes and Michael Hickey, The First World War: The War to End All Wars (Oxford: Osprey Publishing, 2003).
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