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Instructional Period 6416

Title: Guerrilla Warfare and Counter-insurgency Operations

Themes:

1. Influence of politics across the full spectrum of warfare 

2. Importance of local circumstances

3. Challenges of converting military victory into political success

Introduction: Modern military history, beginning with the Spanish resistance against the forces of Napoleon and continuing throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, is rich with examples of guerrilla warfare and the problems associated with defeating a determined, popular guerrilla movement. Particularly vexing for the forces seeking to defeat the guerrillas are such dilemmas as the offensive advantage seized by the guerrillas allowing them to strike at a location, time, and manner of their own choosing, as well as the inability to clearly distinguish between the guerrilla combatants and the civilian noncombatant elements of society. Using the element of surprise, the guerrillas launch sudden, often brutal strikes against their opponents and then disappear back into the population. This often creates a sense of both vulnerability and frustration, punctuated with intensifying anger, among the guerrilla’s opponents and, in many cases has led them to adopt extreme indiscriminate retaliatory measures. These measures, in turn, often only serve to alienate the population, thereby further increasing the popularity of the guerrillas, while increasing the isolation of the opponents of the guerrilla movement. From another perspective, guerrilla warfare has often highlighted dilemmas in applying the law of war in these unconventional, often domestic conflicts. This instructional period examines an example of guerrilla and counter-insurgency warfare: the French experience in Algeria. 

Lesson Objective: To analyze the political, legal, and strategic problems associated with guerrilla warfare and counter-insurgency operations. PJELA: 1a, 1b, 1c, 2a, 2b, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d. SAE: 2,4. DC: 1, 4, 5, 6.
Desired Learning Outcomes: 

1. Analyze the nature and peculiarities of guerrilla war.

2. Identify the strategies adopted by the guerrilla forces in Algeria.

3. Outline the responses taken by the French forces in response to guerrilla operations in Algeria.

4. Assess the strengths and weaknesses of US counter-insurgency doctrine going into Vietnam.

Questions for Study and Discussion: 

1. What are the essential characteristics of guerrilla forces and their methods? Which of these transcend time and local circumstances and which change as the latter change?

2. What were the political objectives of the guerrilla forces in Algeria?

3. What strategy did the guerrillas adopt and how did the strategy translate into operations and tactics?

4. How did the French respond to the guerrilla challenge in the Algeria?

5. What problems did this type of conflict present in applying the norms and rules embodied in humanitarian law?

6. How would you assess American counter-insurgency doctrine? What were the strengths and weaknesses of its assumptions, beliefs, and approaches?

Assigned Readings:

1. Lacqueur, Walter, “A Summing Up,” Guerrilla Warfare: A Historical and Critical Study, Chapter 9, 1998, pp. 382–409, 439–440.
2. Clayton, Anthony, “Algeria, 1957,” The Wars of French Decolonization, Chapter 7, 1994, pp. 127–143.

3. Schafer, D. Michael, “American Counterinsurgency Doctrine,” and “Not So Exceptionally American,” Deadly Paradigms: The Failure of U.S. Counterinsurgency Policy, pp. 104–132, 149–165.

Suggested Readings: 

Horn, Alistair, A Savage War of Peace: Algeria, 1954–62.

Talbott, John, The War Without a Name: France in Algeria.

Smith, Tony, The French Stake in Algeria, 1945–1962.

Paret, Peter, French Revolutionary Warfare from Indochina to Algeria.
Boot, Max, The Savage Wars of Peace: Small Wars and the Rise of American Power.
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