(1.5S)
Instructional Period 6420

Title: Coercive Airpower in Limited Wars

Themes: 

1. Influence of politics across the full spectrum of warfare

2. Importance of local circumstances

3. Impact of technology on strategy and doctrine

Introduction: The bombing campaign against Vietnam known as “Rolling Thunder” was one of the most controversial ongoing issues during the war and has remained so for years. Many who criticized the gradualism and the limits imposed during Rolling Thunder contrasted that with the allegedly more successful later campaigns named “Linebacker I and Linebacker II.” The episodes became the sources of useful illustrations on both sides of the debate on the use of force in Vietnam and have remained important in many subsequent discussions on airpower in a variety of contexts. Robert Pape used the war in Vietnam to illustrate and “test” his theory on the best way to use airpower in a coercive mode. This instructional period sets forth Pape’s views as well as those of one of his critics. The readings are intended both to consider one dimension of airpower in the Vietnam War and to set forth the criticisms that are most frequently leveled at the most prominent concepts of coercive airpower.

Lesson Objective: Assess the validity of Pape’s arguments on the effectiveness of coercive airpower in Korea and Vietnam. PJELA: 1a, 1b, 1c, 2b, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4d, 6a. SAE: 2. DC: 1, 3.

Desired Learning Outcomes:
1. Analyze the purposes of the bombing campaigns against Vietnam and their relationship to the war as a whole and to coercion theory.

2. Assess Pape’s arguments on the effectiveness of these coercive efforts.

3. Assess Mueller’s criticisms of Pape’s concepts in particular and of the debate over coercion more generally.

Questions for Study and Discussion:
1. According to Pape, what were the major accomplishments and failure of American airpower in the Korean War?

2. How does Pape’s conclusion on nuclear coercion’s impact on war termination in Korea compare with the conclusions reached by Professor Zhang? 

3. What was the purpose of the Rolling Thunder campaign?

4. What was the relationship between Rolling Thunder and the war in South Vietnam?

5. According to Pape, why did Rolling Thunder fail to achieve its objective? What other factors might have been involved?

6. Does Pape’s discussion find confirmation in Clausewitz’s views on the nature of war and the relationship of policy and war?

7. Why do many observers regard the Linebacker Campaigns as having been more successful than Rolling Thunder?

8. What did Linebacker I and Linebacker II really achieve?

Assigned Readings:
1. Pape, Robert, Bombing to Win, pp. 137–210. (Separate Issue)

2. Zhang, Xiaoming, “Airpower and the Truce Negotiations,” Red Wings over the Yalu: China, the Soviet Union, and the Air War in Korea, 2002, pp. 195–200, 265–267.
Suggested Readings:
Clodfelter, Mark, The Limits of Air Power: The American Bombing of North Vietnam (New York: The Free Press, 1989).

Buzzanco, Robert, Masters of War: Military Dissent and Politics in the Vietnam Era (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1996).
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