(1.5L/D; 1.5S)
Instructional Period 6424

Title: Strategy of the War against Terrorism

Themes:

1. Importance of local circumstances

2. Challenges of converting military victory into political success

3. Challenges of coalition warfare

Introduction: The practice of terrorism is thousands of years old, but it has mutated in recent years showing a number of new twists. It has always been both a tactic of warfare used by sovereign states and a level of conflict resorted to by weaker, resource-constrained opponents of states and governments. In one of its most virulent forms it may be official state policy and practice to suppress internal dissent, to the point of genocide. In the post-Cold War period, terrorism is less state-sponsored and more entrepreneurial, sub-national, religiously inspired, often driven by ethnic animosities, and increasingly transnational in its operations and impacts. The locus of many active terrorist groups has migrated more toward the Middle East, North Africa, and South and Southeast Asia, more toward Islamic extremism, and more toward dramatic, high casualty, high profile, even suicide attacks, designed to traumatize external publics and challenge violently more open, more democratic, and more modernized societies. On several planes, it is confrontation between tradition and modernity, between religious and secular cultures, and between failing Third World political-economic systems and the more democratic, diversified, and globalized economic engines of the First World. Terrorism has become the weapon of the “outs,” the weak, downtrodden, and dispossessed against the “ins,” those who possess political, economic, and military power and the instruments to secure and sustain change favorable to their interests. The first reading for this period suggests some explanations for the causes of the new terrorism. 

This instructional period focuses on the US strategy to combat terrorism and the very controversial issues involved in implementing this strategy. Accordingly, the second reading is a section of the National Strategy for Combating Terrorism (February 2003) while the second is one of the most prominent critiques of that approach. The final reading examines the relevant issues of law and basic human conduct.

Lesson Objective: Analyze the root causes of current and future terrorism and the US strategy for combating it. PJELA: 1a, 1b, 2c, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4b, 4d, 5b, 5c, 5d, 6a. SAE: 1, 2, 4, 5, 7. DC: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.

Desired Learning Outcomes:

1. Understand the major principles of the war against terrorism as outlined in the strategy set forth by the President. 

2. Analyze the major criticisms of this strategy and the complicated relationships between international terrorism and the may other security issues that complicate the strategy for combating terrorism.

3. Assess related issues of the war against Iraq, and such questions as costs, sustainability, and force structure and their relationship to other strategic security issues.

Questions for Study and Discussion:

1. Why is there no widely accepted definition of terrorism? What are the key elements of terrorist violence that set it apart from other forms of violence?

2. What are the major goals of the US strategy against terrorism and upon which assumptions do they rest?

3. How do these goals and assumptions relate to the assessment of Bruce Stokes that terrorism results primarily from resentment against globalization, modernization, and secularism?

4. Assess the validity and value of the argument that in the war on terrorism, every nation and group is either with us (United States) or with the terrorists.

5. Identify and assess the major points of Jeff Record’s critique of the current US strategy.

6. What are the most important legal and moral issues in the global war on terrorism?
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3. Record, Jeffrey, Bounding the Global War on Terrorism, December 2003, pp. 1–56.
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