(This product is provided on the continuing education web page as an example/reference only)

OPEN RANKS

INTRODUCTION (3 min.)

ATTENTION:  (Gain the trainees' attention with a short story, scenario, or question that pertains to the lesson)

OVERVIEW:  Today we will cover:





Open Ranks

OBJECTIVE:  Perform Open Ranks.

MOTIVATION:  (Tell trainees why this information is important, such as develops teamwork, self-discipline, pride and esprit de corps)

BODY (39 min.)

1ST WHOLE IMPRESSION:

· Properly demonstrate the movement using command voice and military bearing; set the standard for performance.
· Demonstrate the actions of each element.  Tell the trainee you represent everyone in that element, with two exceptions that you’ll cover later.

· Perform Open Ranks using a frontal view.  For the fourth element, direct trainees' attention to your upper body, then lower body, and finally your upper body.  For the third, second, and first elements direct their attention to your lower body, then upper body, then lower body, and finally your upper body.

EXPLANATION AND DEMONSTRATION:  Ask questions throughout the lesson to ensure trainees understand the information.  After completing the expo/demo, review lesson plan to ensure complete coverage of all information.

1. Requirements:

a. Halted at attention.

b. Line formation.

c. Normal interval.

d. Cadence of quick time.

2. Open Ranks March

a. On Open Ranks, mentally prepare yourself.

b. While remaining in place, the GOB goes to carry guidon on the preparatory command.

c. On MARCH:
(1) Fourth element stands fast and executes an automatic Dress Right Dress.

(2) Third element takes one 24" step starting with the left foot, using coordinated arm swing, halts, and executes an automatic Dress Right Dress.

(3) Second element takes two 24" steps starting with the left foot, using coordinated arm swing, halts, and executes an automatic Dress Right Dress.

(4) GOB and first element take three 24" steps starting with the left foot, using coordinated arm swing, halts, and executes an automatic Dress Right Dress.

d. To execute Dress Right Dress, raise and extend left arm laterally from the shoulder with snap.

(1) At approximately waist level, uncup hand, extend and join fingers, and place thumb along the forefinger.

(2) Keep palm facing down.

(3) Continue raising arm until it’s parallel to the ground.

e. Simultaneously, turn head and eyes 45° to the right, with snap.

f. Exceptions:

(1) GOB, second, third, and fourth element leaders do not turn their head and eyes.

(2) The last trainee in each element does not raise their left arm.

g. Responsibilities:

(1) Second, third, and fourth element leaders take short choppy steps to:

(a) Cover directly behind the trainee in front of them.

(b) Establish an approximate 64” distance.

(2) Leading trainee in each file takes short choppy steps to:

(a) Establish normal interval by obtaining shoulder-to-fingertip contact with the trainee to their immediate right.

(b) Dress to the right

(3) Remaining trainees in the second, third, and fourth elements take short choppy steps to:

(a) Dress to the right.

(b) Cover directly behind the trainee in front of them using peripheral vision.

h. Long arm-short arm rule

(1)   If arm is too long, place hand behind trainee to the left, arm parallel to the ground.

(2)   If arm is too short, leave arm and hand extended, parallel to the ground.

i. Hold position until MTI aligns the flight and gives the command Ready Front.

3. Ready Front

a. On Ready, mentally prepare yourself.

b. On FRONT:
(3)   Lower hand with snap, retracing the path used to raise it.  Cup hand as it passes the waist, returning hand to side without slapping.

(4)   Simultaneously, turn head and eyes to the front with snap.

(5)   GOB goes to order guidon.

c. Body is back at the position of Attention.

4. Inspection Procedures.  MTI commands, second, third, and fourth elements, Parade, REST.
a. Second element leader watches for the inspection party out of the corner of their left eye.

b. Before they halt in front of you, assume the position of Attention, turn head down line (left), command second Element, ATTENTION, and turn head to the front with snap.

c. First element leader watches out of the corner of their left eye for the inspection party to make its way down the second element.

d. Once you see them, turn your head down line (left) and command first Element, Parade, REST.  Respond to your own command while simultaneously bringing  your head and eyes back to front with snap.

e. Third element leader watches for the inspection party out of the corner of their left eye.

f. Before they halt in front of you, assume the position of Attention, turn head down line (left), command third Element, ATTENTION, and turn head to the front with snap.

g. Second element leader watches out of the corner of  left eye for the inspection party to make its way down the third element.

h. Once you see them, turn your head down line (left) and command second Element, Parade, REST.  Respond to your own command while simultaneously bringing your head and eyes back to front with snap.

i. Fourth element leader watches for the inspection party out of the corner of left eye.

j. Before they halt in front of you, assume the position of Attention, turn head down line (left), command fourth Element, ATTENTION, and turn head to the front with snap.

k. Third element leader watches out of the corner of  left eye for the inspection party to make its way down the fourth element.

l. Once you see them, turn your head down line (left) and command third Element, Parade, REST.  Respond to your own command while simultaneously bringing your head and eyes back to front with snap.

m. Fourth element leader watches out of the corner of  right eye for the inspection party to pass on their right side.

n. Once you see them, turn head down line (left) and command, fourth Element, Parade, REST.  Respond to your own command while simultaneously bringing your head and eyes back to front with snap.

o. After the inspection, MTI calls the flight to Attention and closes the ranks.

5. Close Ranks March

a. On Close Ranks, mentally prepare yourself.
b. On MARCH:

(1)   The GOB and first element standfast; GOB remains at order guidon.

(2)   The second element takes one 24" step, starting with the left foot and coordinated arm swing, then halts.

(3)   The third element takes two 24" steps, starting with the left foot and coordinated arm swing, then halts.

(4)   The fourth element takes three 24" steps, starting with the left foot and coordinated arm swing, then halts.

2ND WHOLE IMPRESSION:

· Properly demonstrate the movement using command voice and military bearing; set the standard for performance.
· Demonstrate the actions of each element.  Tell the trainee you represent everyone in that element.

· Perform Close Ranks using a frontal view with trainees' attention to your lower body.

· Review the lesson plan to ensure complete coverage of all information.
· Ask questions to ensure trainees have grasped the information (if not previously done).

APPLICATION AND EVALUATION:  Have trainees perform the movement.  Evaluate their performance by making them aware of mistakes and how to correct them.  If trainees experience difficulty with all or a portion of the movement, re-teach the problem area.  Leave trainees on a positive note.

CONCLUSION (3 min.)

SUMMARY:  Today we covered:





Open and Close Ranks  (Review the key mechanics.  Do not teach or demonstrate any portion of the movement)

REMOTIVATION:  (Leave trainees with a clear purpose and reason for performing the movement correctly)

CLOSURE:  (As applicable, i.e. give trainees a break, hydrate, next class)























































Supersedes teaching guide, Transitory Drill, dated 1 June 1999
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