"Common" Air Force Aircraft

PRIVATE 

"One can never have too many guns; one never has enough."

Napolean

"Why can't they buy just one airplane and take turns flying it?"

Calvin Coolidge

Fighters
F-15 Eagle


Primary function:  Air superiority tactical fighter.  E model is a dual role, totally integrated fighter for air-to-air and deep interdiction missions


Speed:  Mach 2.5 plus


Range:  4,345 miles ferry range with 3 external fuel tanks


Armament:  One M61A1 20mm multibarrel gun mounted internally with 940 rounds of ammunition, four AIM-9l/M Sidewinder and four AIM-7F/M Sparrow missiles


Crew:  Pilot only (F-15 A/C);  two seats is F-15B/D; crew of two in F-15E

F-16  Fighting Falcon

Primary function:  Tactical Fighter


Speed:  Mach 2


Range:  More than 2,000 miles ferry range


Armament:  One M-61A1 20 mm multibarrel cannon with 500 rounds; external stations can carry up to six AIM-9 infrared missiles, conventional air-to-air and air-to-surface munitions and electronic countermeasure pods.


Crew:  Pilot only in A/C model and two in the B/D models

F-117A Nighthawk

Primary function: Fighter-bomber


Speed:  "High subsonic"


Range:  advertised as: "Unlimited with air refueling" 


Armament:  Wide variety of tactical weapons (including laser guided)


Crew:  Pilot only



Bombers
B-1B Lancer

Primary function:  Multirole, long-range strategic heavy bomber


Speed:  "supersonic"


Range:  "Intercontinental" - unrefueled


Armament:  Nuclear and conventional bombs and missiles


Crew:  Four: pilot, co-pilot, offensive and defensive systems operators

B-2A Spirit

Primary function:  Multirole strategic bomber


Speed:  High subsonic


Range:  "Intercontinental" - unrefueled


Armament: Nuclear and conventional bombs and missiles


Crew:  two, with space for a third

B-52 Stratofortress

Primary function:  Strategic heavy bomber


Speed:  650 mph "maximum"


Range:  'unrefueled': 8,800 miles


Armament:  70,00 lbs. of mixed ordinance (short-range attack missiles, bombs, and mines)


Crew:  Five: two pilots, navigator, radar navigator and electronic warfare officer  

Attack and Observation

A-10 Thunderbolt (Warthog)

Primary function:  Close air support and observation


Speed:  420 mph


Range: 250 miles with 1.8 hours of loiter time


Armament:  One GAU-8/A 30mm seven-barrel Gatling gun; up to 16,000 lbs. of mixed ordinance on eight under-wing and three under fuselage pylon stations, including 500-lb.retarded bombs, 2,000 lb. general-purpose bombs, incendiary and Rockeye II cluster bombs, Maverick missiles and laser guided/electro-optically guided bombs; infrared counter-measure flares; electronic countermeasure chaff and jammer pods.


Crew:  pilot only

AC-130 Spectre (also new model AC – 130 U “Spooky”)

Primary function:  Special Operations


Speed:  320 mph


Range:  more than 2,000 miles 


Armament:  two fixed 20mm cannons, two fixed 40mm cannons, two 7.62mm miniguns, and one 105mm Howitzer


Crew:  13

Reconnaissance and Special Duty
U-2R/RT


Primary function:  High altitude tactical reconnaissance and air sampling


Speed:  430 mph


Range:  more than 4,000 miles


Crew:  Pilot only

RF-4C Phantom

Primary function:  reconnaissance only


Speed:  1,600 mph


Range:  more than 1,400 miles


Crew:  Pilot and weapons systems operator

RF-4G Phantom II

Primary function:  Detect, identify and locate enemy radar


Speed:  more than Mach 2


Range:  more than 1,400 miles


Armament:  Shrike and HARM missiles


Crew:  Pilot and weapons systems operator

E-3B/C Sentry (AWACS)

Primary function:  Airborne surveillance, command, control, and communications


Speed:  More than 500 mph


Range:  more than 11 hours unrefueled


Crew:  22, including 18 mission specialists

E-4B

Primary function:  Airborne command post


Range:  12 hours unrefueled


Crew:  up to 114 people

EF-111A Raven

Primary function:  electronic countermeasures support


Speed:  More than Mach 2.2


Range:  2,000 miles


Crew:  two

EC-130E/H Commando Solo/Compass Call


Primary function:  Special operations and electronic countermeasures


Speed:  386 mph


Range:  2,500 miles with 25,000 lbs. of cargo - 5,200 miles with no cargo


Crew:  five

WC-130H Hercules


Primary function:  Weather reconnaissance


Speed: More than 350 mph


Range: 4,000 miles


Crew:  five

RC-135

Primary function:  Reconnaissance


Speed:  More than 500 mph


Range:  More than 11 hours unrefueled


Crew:  up to 25

Transports
C-5A/B  Galaxy

Primary Function:  Long-range heavy logistics transport


Dimensions:  Wingspan 222 ft. 9 in.; length 247 ft. 10 in.; height at tail 65 ft. 1 in.; cargo compartment - height 13 ft. 6 in., width 19 ft.  


Speed:  More than 500 mph


Range:  5,259 miles 


Crew:  six

C-9A/C Nightingale

Primary function:  Aero-medical evacuation


Speed:  565 mph


Range:  More than 2,500 miles


Crew:  three

C-12 Huron

Primary function:  passenger and cargo airlift


Speed: 336 mph at 25,000 feet


Range: 1,026 at 25,000 feet and 2888 mph


Crew:  two

C-17A Globemaster III

Primary function:  Cargo/tactical airlift


Speed:  518 mph


Range:  2,400 miles with 160,000 lb. payload


Crew:  two, plus loadmaster

C-20A/B Gulfstream

Primary function:  operational support and special air missions


Speed:  561 mph


Range:  4,100 miles


Crew: five

C-21A

Primary function:  passenger and cargo airlift


Speed:  530 mph at 41,000 ft.


Range: 2,306 miles


Crew:  two

C-22B

Primary function:  passenger transportation


Speed:  .86 Mach


Range:  2,000 miles


Crew:  six

C-130 Hercules

Primary function:  Theater tactical airlift


Speed:  386 mph with 155,000 lb takeoff weight


Range:  2,500 miles with load (25,000 lb.), 5,200 with no cargo


Crew:  five

C-141 A/B Starlifter

Primary function:  Long-range troop and cargo airlift


Speed: 500 mph cruising speed at 25,000 feet


Range:  2,170 miles 


Crew:  five

Tankers

KC-135 Stratotanker

Primary function:  Aerial refueling


Speed: 530 mph range: 1,150 miles with 120,000 lbs of transfer fuel


Crew:  four

KC-10A Extender

Primary function:  Aerial refueling


Speed: 520 mph 


Range: 4,370 miles with max cargo


Crew:  four

Trainers
T-37B Tweet

Primary function:  Primary jet pilot trainer


Speed: 426 mph at 25,000 feet


Range:  400 nm


Crew:  two

T-38A and AT 38 B Talon

Primary function:  Advanced jet pilot trainer


Speed: 812 mph


Range:  870 nm


Crew:  two







Helicopters

MH – 60G  Pave Hawk


Primary function:  Special operations and combat rescue


Speed:  184 mph


Range:  504 nm


Armament:  .50 caliber machine gun; 7.62 mm mini gun


Crew:  two pilots, one flight engineer, one aerial gunner

MH – 53J  Pave Low


Primary function:  Special operations and combat rescue


Speed:  130 knots


Range:  450 miles


Armament:  .50 caliber machine gun; 7.62 mm mini gun


Crew:  six

HH – 1H Iroquois


Primary function:  Missile site support


Speed:  120 mph


Range:  347 miles


Crew:  two pilots

