4. Travel. You think you’ve done all the preparation, and the class start date is fast

approaching.  Now how do you get here? What are your options?

a. Air Travel is a popular option and, for overseas students, the only option. The Air Force Education and Training Course Announcements Catalog (ETCA) https://etca.randolph.af.mil/, authorizes three pieces of accompanied baggage that you

may ship as excess when traveling military or commercial air. This is the only special

authorization that does not require prior HQ AU/RP approval.  For more information,

have your local MPF Personnel Relocation Section or your service’s equivalent for

more information.

(1) Shuttle service is available to Gunter Annex.  Upon your arrival to Dannelly Field (Montgomery Airport), please call 953-5038/5039 to arrange transportation. If you do not want to wait for a shuttle van, you can hire a taxi to Gunter Annex. The cost of the taxi is approximately $25. This cost is authorized as a reimbursable claim on your travel voucher. You should tell the taxi driver that you want to be dropped at the lodging office on Gunter Annex. The driver can ask directions from the Gate Guard.

b. Another popular year-round option is to come to the Academy via your Private

Owned Vehicle (POV).

(1) When coming from the north, make your way to southbound I-65.

Montgomery is approximately 95 miles south of Birmingham. As you approach Montgomery, exit I-65 onto North Blvd at Exit 173. Follow the North Blvd east (you can only go east on it) for approximately four miles, then look for Hwy 231/Congressman Dickenson Drive exit. There is a McDonalds clearly visible as you approach this exit, and a sign will tell you that it is the exit for Wetumpka and for Gunter Annex. As you exit the North Blvd, turn right onto Congressman Dickenson Drive and head up the hill past the McDonalds. The main gate is on your left approximately one mile down the road.

(2) When coming from the east, make your way to southbound I-85, which goes through Atlanta. It is approximately 175 miles from Atlanta to Montgomery. As you enter Montgomery, exit I-85 at Exit 6. This is East Blvd. Turn right onto East Blvd. You will be traveling north. Approximately four miles north, you will exit at the Hwy 231/Congressman Dickenson Drive exit to Wetumpka/Gunter Annex. Turn left at the light onto Congressman Dickenson Drive. As you come back under the East Blvd, head up the hill past the McDonalds. The main gate is on your left approximately one mile down the road.

(3) When coming from the south, make your way to northbound I-65. If you take I-10 along the gulf coast, you can get onto I-65 in Mobile. Montgomery is approximately 183 miles north of Mobile. Exit I-65 at Exit 173 (North Blvd) Do not turn at the exit marked "Maxwell AFB"—go past that exit and up to Exit 173.  Follow the North Blvd east for approximately four miles, then look for the Hwy 231/Congressman Dickenson Drive exit. There is a McDonalds clearly visible as you approach this exit, and a sign will tell you that it is the exit for Wetumpka and for Gunter Annex.  As you exit the North Blvd, turn right onto Congressman Dickenson Drive and head up the hill past the McDonalds. The main gate is on your left approximately one mile down the road.

(4) If you are approaching Montgomery from the west coming in from I-20, take I-20 through Meridian, Mississippi, and cross the border into Alabama. Take I-20 until you come to U.S. 80. Stay on U.S. 80 through historic Selma and follow the signs past the airport and on up to I-65. Get on northbound I-65 and head north for approximately 6 miles, coming through most of the city. Exit I-65 at Exit 173 (North Blvd). Do not turn at the exit marked "Maxwell AFB"—go past that exit and up to Exit 173. Follow the North Blvd east for approximately four miles, then look for the Hwy 231/Congressman Dickenson Drive exit. There is a McDonalds clearly visible as you approach this exit, and a sign will tell you that it is the exit for Wetumpka and for Gunter Annex. As you exit the North Blvd, turn right onto Congressman Dickenson Drive and head up the hill past the McDonalds. The main gate is on your left approximately one mile down the road.

NOTE: Students enroute who experience problems or delays should contact

the Maxwell AFB Command Post at commercial: (334) 953-7333 or DSN 493-

7333.

5. Arrival. You've come through the gate, fully prepared, and are ready to get this thing

done. What next?

a. Checking in is fairly simple. Stop by the billeting office. Again, the Gate Guard can point lodging out to you. They are expecting you in lodging. In fact, they've

reserved an entire lodging complex just for Academy students. You may wonder

if you will have to pay anything up front.  First, it is important to note that personnel

traveling from stateside locations can report in Not Earlier Than the day prior to Day

1 of your designated class. Students coming from overseas locations are permitted to

check in Not Earlier Than two days prior.  Individuals reporting earlier than

mentioned are not guaranteed lodging on Gunter Annex and may be required to move

once the class begins. Additionally, the cost of those days is at the student's expense.

(1) All students must pay for their lodging. Lodging requires that you pay every 15 days while you attend the GTNCOA. The daily cost is $21.00. This cost is reimbursable on your travel voucher.

(2) Additionally, the Lodging Office charges you 35 cents for each long distance call you make, including calls to supposedly toll- free numbers. Even if you are calling a 1-800 or 1-888 number, Lodging will charge you 35 cents for the call. This is even true if you have a pre-paid phone card. Three or four calls a week while here could result in the accumulation of 20 or more instances of this 35-cent fee. That would, of course, be only $7 and, in any case, it will usually be a small fee; however, students in the past have been surprised by it; don't you be surprised by this charge. You will need to pay it when you check out and it is not reimbursable on your travel voucher.

a. Once you’ve checked in, you may wonder what your room will be like.

(1) Room features include single occupancy, carpeting, and depending on the building some rooms have a private bathroom while other buildings you are required to share a bathroom. Each room also has a full-size bed, night stand, easy chair or two, desk and chair, telephone, and cable TV. Regular housekeeping is part of the package.

(2) There are washers and dryers available in a common-use area. You will, of course, have to provide your own laundry soap, softeners, etc.  Lodging has available such things as linens, towels, soap, irons, and ironing boards; however, they can’t supply you with an unlimited number of towels and the like. If you plan on using several towels a day, we recommend that you bring a few extra with you.

(3) The dorms are right next to the Academy and, within a very short walking distance, the Library, the Dining Facility, and the Falcon’s Nest (the NCO Club).

(4) All dorms are nonsmoking. That means that you can’t smoke out on the balconies, in the stairwells, in the dayrooms, in the laundry rooms, or any other common area that other nonsmokers would want to pass through.

a. Okay, you’ve arrived and have a place to stay. Time now to think about another basic survival need—food!

(1) Actually, you need go no further than your room if you first patronize the commissary. The commissary (and the BX Shoppette) are within easy walking distance of the dormitories. The dormitory rooms are each equipped with a refrigerator/freezer as well as a microwave oven. Stock up at the commissary/Shoppette and you can fix your meals in your room.

(2) Tired of cereal, sandwiches, and meals from a microwave? The Dining Facility is located right next to the Academy/Dormitories. It can accommodate you for breakfast and dinner meals; however, it is off-limits to GTNCOA students for the mid-day meal. The Dining Facility just can’t handle all the Academy students and the authorized local customers same time.

(3) On-base, you can go to the Falcon’s Nest (the NCO Club) for your midday meal. The Falcon’s Nest is a very short walk and within line of sight from the dormitories.
