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Colonel Theresa C. Carter is commander, 42nd Mission Support Group, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.  She is responsible for providing community support for 9,000 military and civilian employees associated with Air University, the 908th Airlift Wing and 52 tenant units at Maxwell AFB and Gunter Annex.  Her 1,400-person group provides contracting, security, fire protection, air traffic control and systems maintenance, personnel and information management, environmental restoration, logistics readiness and transportation management, grounds maintenance and services for 45,000 military members, civilian employees, retirees and family members.

 



Colonel Carter entered the Air Force in September 1985 as a distinguished graduate of the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps program at Purdue University.  A career civil engineer, she has commanded a civil engineer squadron and served in a variety of positions at the base, major command and air staff levels.  Her contingency experience includes service in support of Operation Desert Shield at Al Dhafra Air Base, United Arab Emirates, and command of the civil engineer unit at Eskan Village, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  In 1997, she was named the Air Force Senior Civil Engineer Manager of the Year.  

EDUCATION:

1985
Bachelor of science in industrial engineering, Purdue University, West Lafayette, Ind.

1988
Master of science in industrial engineering, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Okla.

1989
Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. (distinguished graduate)

1998
Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

1999
Air War College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. (by correspondence)

2003
Industrial College of the Armed Forces, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington, D.C. (distinguished graduate)

2003
Master of science in national resource strategy, Industrial College of the Armed Forces, National Defense University, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington, D.C.

ASSIGNMENTS:

1.
Sept. 1985-July 1987, industrial engineer, 2854th Civil Engineer Squadron, Tinker Air Force Base, Okla.

2.
Aug. 1987-Dec. 1988, graduate student, industrial engineering, Air Force Institute of Technology Civilian Institute Program, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Okla.

3.
Jan. 1989-March 1991, chief of industrial engineering, Hurricane Hugo Recovery Program manager and chief, production and materiel management, 363rd Civil Engineer Squadron, Shaw Air Force Base, S.C.

4.
April 1991-April 1992, operations flight commander, 673rd Civil Engineer Squadron, Shemya Air Force Base, Alaska

5.
April 1992-Dec. 1995, environmental program manager, environmental compliance program manager, special assistant to the civil engineer and executive officer to the civil engineer, Civil Engineer Directorate, Headquarters Air Combat Command, Langley Air Force Base, Va.
6.
Dec. 1995-July 1997, operations flight commander, 52nd Civil Engineer Squadron, Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany

7.
Aug. 1997-June 1998, student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

8.
June 1998-June 2000, Military Construction program manager and chief, housing operations branch, office of the civil engineer, deputy chief of staff, installations and logistics, Headquarters United States Air Force, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

9.
June 2000-July 2002, commander, 355th Civil Engineer Squadron, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz.

10.
Aug. 2002–Aug. 2003, student, Industrial College of the Armed Forces, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington, D.C.

11.
Aug. 2003–present, commander, 42nd Mission Support Group, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:  

Meritorious Service Medal with five oak leaf clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with valor and two oak leaf clusters

Air Force Organizational Excellence Award with one oak leaf cluster

Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal with one service star

Southwest Asia Service Medal with one service star

Air Force Recognition Ribbon

Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal

National Defense Service Medal with one service star

Kuwait Liberation Medal (Kuwait)
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS:

2003 Defense Logistics Agency Award for Excellence in Logistics Research and Writing

1997 Air Force Senior Civil Engineer Manager of the Year

1996 Registered Professional Engineer, Virginia

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

Second Lieutenant
July 9, 1985

First Lieutenant
July 9, 1987

Captain
July 9, 1989

Major
Aug. 1, 1996

Lieutenant Colonel
July 1, 1999

Colonel
Aug. 1, 2003

(Current as of February 2004)
